
Thomas Santangelo: Innovative Use of Technology in Presentations and Training Sessions 

 

My presentations and training sessions 

actively engage participants through the 

use of technology. Tools such as real-time 

surveys, Twitter hashtags, iPads, Pinterest 

and instant cloud-drive file access have 

become my preferred tools of 

engagement. 

Above: When I posed this open-ended survey question to principals, they responded by using their devices to 

text their answers which were displayed for participants to see. 



Online and Office 
Collaboration

	 	

An online group was 
established for 16 reading 
coaches from 2006-2008, 
supplementing the face to face 
professional development and 
technical assistance provided.

This shared project 
board kept 10 staff 
members on top of 
multiple projects with 
dozens of subtasks.





In 2004 I began to teach students to use the recording capabilities of computers to 
develop their 
reading fluency. I 
was very pleased to 
see the interest 
they had in taking 
these weekly 
recordings. As they 
reviewed their 
recordings from 
week to week they 
became motivated 
to improve the 
speed, accuracy and 
intonation of their 
reading. The audio 
files were then 
made available for 
review by the 
teacher and families 
during conferences. 
Both students and 
teachers agreed 
that this method 
had improved reading achievement in the classroom.

~Thomas Santangelo
www.tomsantangelo.com

This student is making an oral fluency recording using his laptop. 



The map below is the result of taking advantage of Google maps geocode 

API. I prepared and uploaded a spreadsheet of statewide literacy assessment 

results. The geocode software plotted the data points on the map and embedded 

local data at each point (see Virginia Beach example). This project made it easier 

to draw conclusions based on regions of the state. 



Class List Maker keeps a running tally of male/female ratio.



Teacher Central made it easy for teachers and administrators to use assessment 
data to make instructional decisions.

Each test field is color coded. TC 
alerts you to the students who 

have not met
the benchmark score by a “•”.
In these examples, Joe missed 
the benchmark on the the early 
reading assessment (total) as 

well as the initial sounds,  
phonemic awareness and 

rhyming subtests (gray,purple & 
pink).

Below: Student classroom reading testing from 1st through 6th 
grades available at a glance .

Notice that although Mara 
scored well from 1st through 

fourth grades, difficulties began 
to emerge in fifth and sixth 

grades. This is the essence of 
Data Driven Decision making.




