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THE PLANNER
All you need to design the day  

of your dreams
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BIG MONEY  
Drawing up a budget and 

sticking to a financial 
plan is nobody’s idea of a 

good time (unless  
maybe you’re Warren 

Buffett). But thinking and 
talking about money 

is an inescapable part of 
life—especially married 

life. Read on for a financial 
pro’s take on joining  

your lives, and your bank 
accounts, for a debt-free 

happily-ever-after.
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KNOW YOUR  
OPTIONS  

While you may want to 
go by two last names, 

two middle names, or a 
blend of surnames, each 

state has its own laws 
on what’s legit. “Don’t 

set your heart on some-
thing you can’t have,” 

says Danielle Tate,  
of missnowmrs.com, an 
online name-changing 

service. And decide 
early. “In some states, 

what you write on  
your marriage license  

dictates your name 
choices later.”

FOLLOW  
PROCEDURE  

Ask for multiples of your 
certified marriage  

certificate (not copies), 
which you’ll receive 

about two weeks post-
vows. With those in 

hand, you can begin the 
process (or hire a  

service to do it for you). 
“You need to file sepa-

rate paperwork for 
everything: social secu-

rity card, passport, 
license—the list goes 

on,” says Tate. Find the 
forms at travel.state 
.gov and faq.ssa.gov, 

then submit them with a 
marriage certificate. 

PAY UP
It can cost about $30 to 
revise a driver’s license 

and up to $140 to change 
a passport. —Erin Rapp

ALL ABOUT FINANCES
Tennessee-based author Rachel Cruze has been talking budgets since 
she was a kid. (Fun fact: Finance whiz Dave Ramsey is her dad.)  
She offers insights for marrying your money.  AS  TO L D  TO  B EC K Y  M I C K E L

Keep an open dialogue. Before 
heading to the altar, have a serious 
money talk: Disclose your personal 
debt, salary, and the amount of cash 
you have in savings and retirement ac-
counts. After you’re married, it’s about 
combining finances. Many couples  
are so used to financial independence, 
they choose to live with two check-
ing accounts, separating earnings as  
his and hers, rather than theirs. I believe 
you should merge your resources and 
budget as a team. When you’re agree-
ing on where your money is going, 
you’re really agreeing on goals, hopes, 
dreams, and fears, too.

Schedule monthly meetings. Write 
down your combined income, then  
list all your expenses for the month, 
along with a miscellaneous category. 
Assign every dollar coming in to a sec-
tion. Online budgeting sites will help 
you stay on track.

Plan for emergencies. Begin by 
building up a starter emergency fund 
of at least $1,000. Next, put a dent in 
credit-card debt by attacking the 
smallest sum first while making mini-
mum payments on all others. Once 
you’ve gotten a handle on debt, return 
to your emergency fund, adding  
to it until you’ve saved up three to six 
months’ worth of living expenses.  
Finally, direct 15 percent of your annual 
income into a retirement fund, simul-
taneously paying down your mortgage 

(if you have one) and socking money 
away for larger expenses, like future 
children’s education. If you need  
to save for a year or longer for some-
thing that’s paid one time in full,  
such as a vacation, put that cash into  
a money-market account so your  
savings will earn interest but can still 
be withdrawn without penalty. 

Turn to the pros. See an accountant 
to determine if filing taxes jointly or 
separately is more cost-effective, and 
a financial planner to manage your in-
vestments. In the end, if you and your 
spouse are both intentional, open, and 
in control of your money, you’ll be on 
the path to financial security.

Get more of Rachel’s wallet wisdom  
at rachelcruze.com.

F
R

O
M

 L
E

F
T:

 B
R

YA
N

 G
A

R
D

N
E

R
; C

O
U

R
T

E
SY

 R
A

C
H

E
L

 C
R

U
Z

E

BOOK SMARTS
Fund your future with advice culled from these best sellers. 

+ Read more tips  
at marthastewart 

weddings.com/ 
namechange101

The Automatic  
Millionaire  
by David Bach (Crown 
Business, 2004). 
You can’t get rich rent-
ing. Buy a home and 
pay down your  
mortgage early by 
making half the pay-
ment every  

two weeks instead of  
in full monthly,  
resulting in one extra 
payment each year.

The Truth  
About Money:  
4th Edition by  
Ric Edelman (Harper 
Business, 2010).  

Pay yourself first by 
participating in your 
company’s retirement 
plan. With a small  
portion of each  
paycheck going to it, 
you won’t ever see  
the money—and what  
you don’t see, you 
won’t spend.

The 9 Steps to  
Financial  
Freedom by Suze 
Orman (Crown  
Publishing Group, 
1997). When buying 
life insurance, allot 
about $100,000  
for every $500 of 
monthly income.

THE SCO OP 

Taking his   
name? 

The logistics can 
seem daunting. 

Here’s how to make 
the change.
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Pick your place first. Let the venue 
you choose inspire you. Is it a blank 
canvas begging for poppy, bold  
colors? Or is it a rustic space that 
evokes neutral shades? And remem-
ber that lighting plays a part, too.  
Vibrant hues are beautiful in natural 
light but aren’t as flattering for an 
evening reception, whereas neutrals 
tend to photograph better in lower, 
more atmospheric lighting. 

Study your surroundings. The  
blue of the sky, the green of the hills, 
the wood of the chairs—every ele-
ment brings color to the story, and all 
should be considered. If dinner will be 
served alfresco with verdant fields  
in the distance, then the grass and the 
trees are already part of your palette.

Use accents wisely. Often it’s the 
color that punctuates your details 

which best communicates formality. 
Gold ink on stationery, for instance,  
is common for black-tie events. We 
worked with one bride who loved the 
soft pinks of peonies, but her color 
scheme started to feel too girlie, so 
we added a hint of indigo in dinner-
ware and with pillar candles. It took 
us away from an overly precious  
palette and gave the day an eclectic 
charm, which was much more reflec-
tive of the couple’s personal style.

Be strategic when adding color. 
You can repeat your shades through-
out the day, but do so thoughtfully 
and with restraint; otherwise, they 
might become overwhelming. Focus 
on specific, key touches—perhaps  
a ribbon around a napkin rather than 
the whole napkin itself—to play  
up your scheme most beautifully,  
and stick to those. 

Think outside the flower box. 
Blooms are the obvious choice to 
show off your shades. However, 
there are great nonfloral ways to 
bring them in. Fresh produce, linens, 
candles, and paper—all can really 
drive the story you’re telling. For one 
wedding, each bridesmaid wore a  
different bold color, and every guest 
received a vintage umbrella in a  
corresponding shade, all of which 
were opened during the ceremony. 
With that much color present, there 
was no need to add flowers to the 
service at all! 

Visit Duet Weddings online at  
duet-weddings.com.

Duet Weddings’
IDEAS FOR 

ADDING COLOR
ALL ABOUT PALETTES
You don’t need a course on color theory to kick up your party. 
These tips from planners Rebecca Stone and Cathleen Stern, of 
Los Angeles’s Duet Weddings, will have you made in the shade. 
AS  TO L D  TO  JA I M E  B U E R G E R

Fun Fashion 
“Outfitting the waitstaff and  

bartenders in custom Boutaugh bow 
ties is an unexpected way to bring  

in a splash of color.” (Bow ties, from 
$68 each, boutaugh.com)

Tonal Tableware 
“Casa de Perrin has an incredible  

collection of plates and flatware, but 
the glasses, in particular, come in a 

huge variety of colors.” (Glassware, 
price upon request, casadeperrin.com)

Regal Ribbons
“M&J Trimming is our favorite  
for velvet ribbons—really rich,  

beautiful colors in a variety  
of sizes.” (Ribbons, from $1.25/yd; 

mjtrim.com)

SCENT-SAT IONA L N EWS 
The flowers you choose will alter the look—and scent—of your celebration.  

Bright petals use vivid shades to draw birds and bees that help them reproduce,  
but white ones often rely on their strong aromas to attract pollinators.  

Among the most fragrant: gardenias, lilies of the valley, and magnolias. 

Pretty Packaging 
“Y0u can search Sweet Lulu by 

shade online to easily find straws, 
bags, and gift boxes in your palette.” 

(Bags, $6 for 20, and straws,  
$4 for 20, shopsweetlulu.com)
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LEARN THE LINGO: VEILS
Birdcage, blusher, or ballerina? When it comes to that most romantic of accessories, you  

have plenty of options. Choose the look and length that’s right for you, and here comes the bride!  
T E X T  BY  JA I M E  B U E R G E R

Birdcage 
The vintage style seems to be 

worn with everything these days, 
but its cropped length often 

works best with shorter dresses.

Elbow 
Unfussy yet elegant, this type 

looks just right with a ball  
gown because it ends where  

the full skirt begins.

Mantilla 
A circle of tulle and lace, it is  

a regal, old-world option  
that’s usually worn draped over 

the head, framing the face.

Ballerina 
Landing anywhere from knee to 
ankle, the mantle is long enough 
to add drama, but not so much 

that you’ll trip on it while dancing.

Blusher 
Traditional brides are drawn  
to this bust-grazing swathe  

of tulle, which conceals the face  
as you walk down the aisle.

Fingertip  
A perennial favorite, it touches 
(you guessed it!) your finger- 
tips and is smashing with just 

about every kind of dress.

Tiered 
This choice connects several  

layers together—the shortest is 
worn as a blusher, and the  

longest is often detachable.

Cathedral  
With a length of nine to 25  

feet, this is the stuff of fairy tales, 
especially when paired with  

an equally grand gown.

T H E  P L A N N E R

E X P E R T  A D V I C E

GOI NG TO GREAT LENGT H S
The longest veil ever worn stretched an astounding 1.86 miles. Donned by an Italian bride at her  

Naples ceremony in 2011, the record-breaking stretch of tulle and silk required hundreds of helpers to carry it.
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Determine what you want. Finding 
the ideal person to film your wedding 
comes down to whether your visions 
match. If you’d love a chronological 
record of the day, someone who spe-
cializes in documentary-style video  
is your go-to guy. On the other end of 
the spectrum is the pro who takes a 
cinematic approach, utilizing dramatic 
angles and inventive editing for a  
Hollywood-movie feel. Ask recently 
married friends for their recs, and 
then pick the brains of your already- 
booked vendors, too; they’ve likely 
been around many videographers  
in their day. This is especially true of 
your photographer—even more so  
if she’s employed by a large studio, 
which may offer dual photo/video 
packages with pros who are used to 
working together as a team. It’s also  

HOW TO HIRE A 
VIDEOGRAPHER
Nothing else can capture the movement, sounds, and emotions of  
a wedding like a mini movie. Learn how to set yours in motion. 
T E X T  BY  JA I M E  B U E R G E R SOUND OFF 

Band vs. DJ
Which music maker  
is right for you?  
We weigh the pros  
and cons of both.

IT’S A 
WRAP

Don’t have the 
budget for a  

videographer?  
Ask a friend to 

act as your 
moviemaker 

with one of 
these apps.

 a good idea to scour video sites, 
like Vimeo, where many profes-
sionals post their work.

Ask the right questions. 
When you’ve found someone 
you’re pumped to work with, 
it’s vital that you request 
footage from complete 

events, not just the highlights 
that are usually posted online. 

Pay attention to the editing, which 
sets the pace for the film and is just 
as important as the way it’s shot. Also 
discuss sound, including your choice 
of background songs and whether 
any of the original audio will accom-
pany the finished product. And 
though a seasoned expert will know 
to include key moments and footage 
of the entire wedding party, do tell 
him or her if there are special guests 
or events you want on film. 

Sign the papers. Before you fork 
over a deposit, make sure your  
contract stipulates what the total  
cost entails, including the length  
of coverage and of the final result  
(which might range from a five-minute  
montage set to music to a two-hour  
documentary); location and arrival 
time; payment schedule; number of 
shooters (two is ideal for capturing 
multiple angles, especially during the 
ceremony); and the cancellation policy. 

DRAFTING A DJ 
To some traditionalists, a DJ, 
no matter how great, will 
never be as elegant or lively 
as a band. On the pro side, 
along with being more afford- 
able, DJs are more flexible, 
too. If the musicians you’ve 
hired are off their game, 
you’re stuck with them the 
rest of the night; with a DJ, 
you can simply request that 
she switch up the tracks. And 
keep in mind that many DJs 
also act as emcees, which 
means their personalities are 
crucial to the success of an 
event in a way that bandlead-
ers’ may not necessarily be.  
—Jaime Buerger

BOOKING A BAND 
There’s something special 
about hearing your favorite 
tunes belted out on a stage—
the energy and the pacing 
that a live group brings  
to a party are unparalleled. 
But all that excitement 
doesn’t come cheap; bands 
are typically the more  
expensive option, as you have 
more people to pay. And 
while a DJ can find and play 
almost any tune you want, a 
band is limited by the 
 numbers in its repertoire 
and may charge an additional 
fee for learning new songs. 

M A R T H A S T E WA R T W E D D I N G S .CO M

8mm Vintage 
Camera 
Add retro filters,  
flickering lights, and 
other effects to a  
pal’s camera or smart-
phone footage, and 
set it to a song up-
loaded from iTunes 
($2, 8mm.mobi). 

Directr 
This app allows the 
user to choose a 
preset storyboard 
that suggests  
the shots and an-
gles, or lets her 
determine how the 
movie will unfold 
(free, directr.co).

JumpCam 
Anyone with a 
smartphone  
can contribute a 
video to this  
app, which then  
instantly edits the 
separate clips into 
one movie (free, 
jumpcam.com).
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