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 O
n march 4, his
large extended 
f a m i l y  b y  h i s 
side, Mel Gibson 

seemed the picture of laid-
back bliss. Indeed, photos 
taken at his 391-acre, $25 
million Costa Rican para-
dise showed the actor and 
Oscar-winning director, 
53, frolicking on the beach, 
sun-kissed and smiling. 
By his side: a bikini-clad 
brunette, who stepped into 
his arms, then shared a 
passionate kiss with him. 
Noticeably absent from 
the idyllic scene? Mel’s 
longtime wife, Robyn, 53. 
When asked about the 
state of Mel’s marriage on 
March 13, his rep refused 
to comment.

Just a month later, on 

April 13, Robyn gave her 
own response, f iling for 
divorce (citing irreconcil-
able differences) from the 
megastar worth a reported 
$900 million, and calling a 
halt to a 28-year marriage 
that had defied the odds of 
a Hollywood union. The 
two have no prenup, says 
TMZ.com, which would 
make his fortune subject 
to California’s fifty-fifty 
community-property laws 
— and also make the Gib-
son divorce one of the rich-
est in celebrity history, à la 
Michael Jordan’s or Paul 
McCartney ’s. (Robyn’s 
lawyer, Laura Wasser, has 
represented Gibson fam-
ily friend Britney Spears, 
while the client list of Mel’s 
attorney, Robert Kaufman, 

Gibson’s wife files for divorce 
after 28 years as another woman 

enters the picture  
 B Y  J A I M E  B U E R G E R

Robyn “didn’t 
have much faith 
in my acting,” 
Mel (in 1997) 
has said, “but 
she thought 

as long as she 
could work, we’d 

be all right.”

Mel, a traditionalist Catholic, 
built this $3.7 million church on 

one of his Malibu properties.

Little is known about Oksana, the mystery brunette 
caught locking lips with Mel. A Russian musician on 

the star’s Icon label, she wrote music for his thriller Edge 
of Darkness, says a source. Mel shot one of her videos.
On-set romance In August, the duo were inseparable 
while filming in Boston. A source tells Us they stayed 
at the same hotel, also noting that Mel canceled a visit 
from his wife at the last minute. Says the source, “Mel 
flew home to Malibu instead.”

The pair 
kissed in 

Costa Rica 
March 4.

A source close 
to Mel says the 

couple tried to be 
discreet on set 

in Boston. 

WHO IS 
OKSANA?
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has included Reese With-
erspoon a nd Jenni fer 
Aniston.)

The f ledgling actor and 
the dental nurse met in a 
boarding house in Austra-
lia and wed on June 7, 1980. 
Over the course of their 
marriage, they weathered 
some of the darkest times 
of Mel’s life, including two 
arrests, depression, accu-
sations of anti-Semitism 
and a long battle with al-
coholism. (He once called 
Robyn a “saint.”) Despite 
his roller-coaster personal 
life, star turns in both the 
Lethal Weapon and Mad 
Max trilogies made him 
a household name, and 
his 1995 directorial effort, 
Braveheart, earned him an 
Oscar.

And as his profile rose, 
their union also produced 
wealth — his The Passion 
of the Christ grossed $800 
million — and a brood of 
seven: Hannah, 28, twins 
Edward and Christian, 
26, William, 24, Louis, 21, 
Milo, 19, and Thomas, 10. 
“He is a wonderful family 
man,” a Mel source tells Us. 
“His kids mean everything 
to him.” Which made the 
revelation that Mel and his 
homemaker wife had been 
separated for nearly three 
years — splitting just after 
his July 28, 2006, DUI ar-
rest — all the more shock-
ing. (An April 13 court fil-
ing by Mel lists the date of 
separation as August 26, 
2006.) “The split comes as 
a surprise to everyone but 
the Gibsons,” a source close 
to Mel tells Us. “Only they 
knew this was coming — 
they are very private peo-
ple.” Indeed, the estranged 
couple issued the following 
statement the same day: 

“Throughout our mar-
riage and separation, 
we have always strived 
to maintain the priva-
cy and integrity of our 
family and will contin-
ue to do so.”

Another 
Woman?
Mel’s late-winter ro-
mantic romp in Central 
America isn’t the first 
time he’s been linked 
with the mystery bru-
nette, identified only as 
Oksana, a Russian-born 
singer hired last year to 
compose a song for his 
upcoming thriller Edge 
of Darkness. “They met 
through the movie,” the Mel 
source says of Oksana, who 
was photographed with 
the actor while he filmed 
in Boston last August. The 
Mel pal wouldn’t label the 
pair as “currently dating,” 
but acknowledged the two 
are romantic.

“He was in his trailer 
with Oksana all day,” a 
source who was on the 
Massachusetts set tells Us.
“They would come out and 
attempt to walk around 
separately, but then at the 
end of the day, they both 
returned to the same hotel. 
She was there on and off for 
a week, but it was clear she 
had no business there other 
than to be with Mel.”

Fueling more rumors? A 
January meet-up in Mexico 
City, where Mel directed a 
music video for the singer. 
“Mel’s team brought all 
of their own people,” Ale-
jandro Alvarez of Estudios 
Churubusco tells Us of the 
shoot.

But those in Mel’s circle 
underplay the significance 
of the other woman. “Their 

7/28/06

ARRESTED IN MALIBU
During his July, 2006, DUI 
arrest, the actor — pictured 

hours earlier at Malibu’s 
Moonshadows (left) — 

spewed anti-Semitic slurs. 
He later called them “the 
ravings of an inebriated, 

angry person.”

 ± FLIRTING IN COSTA RICA
The star, who purchased a 

400-plus–acre ranch in the 
country for $25.8 million just 
months earlier, met with the 

president of Costa Rica, Óscar 
Arias, to discuss his plans to 
give charitable contributions 
to the local population. Also 
on the agenda? A trip to a 

local bar in Nicoya, where an 
apparently intoxicated Mel 

posed with a group of ladies. 

≤ MOCKTAILS IN BALI?
Months after his romp in 
Costa Rica, the actor was 
seen at Bali hot spot The 

Living Room at 2 A.M., 
reportedly sweating heavily, 

looking disheveled and 
having trouble standing. 

However, Mel’s rep denied 
he had been drinking any 

alcohol, insisting Mel 
had been imbibing only 
nonalcoholic cocktails.

cy and integrity of our 

Mel’s late-winter ro-
mantic romp in Central 
America isn’t the first 
time he’s been linked 
with the mystery bru-
nette, identified only as 
Oksana, a Russian-born 
singer hired last year to 
compose a song for his 

Edge 

What DUI? Even after 
his 2006 arrest, Gibson 
was repeatedly spotted 

— and photographed — 
looking not quite ready 

for his close-up

MEL 
BEHAVING 

BADLY

breakup was pretty normal 
— no major episodes trig-
gering it, just two people 
growing apart,” says anoth-
er Mel source of the actor 
and his wife. “People start 
reassessing their lives at a 
certain point, and they both 
wanted different things.”

Addictions
“He has his demons and 
issues,” admits a pal of 
Mel, who first joined Al-
coholics Anonymous in 
1991. “No woman is going 

to answer to the kinds of 
problems he has.” Cop-
ping to both depression 
(in a 2008 documentary, 
he admitted to suffering 
from bipolar disorder) and 
addiction, he told The New 
Yorker in 2003, “I got to a 
very desperate place [in my 
mid-thirties]. Very desper-
ate. Kind of jump-out-of-a-
window kind of desperate.” 
His salvation was religion 
— “I had to use the Pas-
sion of Christ . . . to heal 
my wounds” — only to ex-
perience a very public DUI 
arrest.

The graying actor had 
spent several hours drink-
ing tequila with the twen-
tysomething patrons at 
Mo on sh a dow s  ba r  i n 
Malibu before being pulled 
over driving drunk in his 

Lexus LS. Not only did the 
formerly sober star resist 
arrest, belligerently telling 
one police officer, “I own 
Malibu” and calling anoth-
er “sugar tits” (which he lat-
er denied), but his drunken 
anti-Semitic rage (sample 
rant: “F--king Jews . . . are 
responsible for all the wars 
in the world”) made head-
lines around the world. He 
later apologized “specifical-
ly to everyone in the Jewish 
community for the vitriolic 
and harmful words that I 
said.”

For her part, Robyn was 
noticeably silent after her 

husband’s arrest. Her 
public reticence was 
telling: Though a 
source concedes that 
Robyn is “very qui-
et,” the two agreed to 
take a break just one 

month after his public 
meltdown. Although one 

source claims the breakup 
is “not the result of any ad-
diction or drinking prob-
lem,” another counters, “I’d 
say his arrest was the final 
straw for Robyn.” In the 
time since, Mel’s behavior 
has  sparked rumors of re-
lapses. In 2007, he was re-
portedly sipping cocktails 
in Bali and bar-hopping in 
Costa Rica (see box, left). 
And while Mel was on his 
2008 film shoot in Boston, 
Mantra club event director 
Cameron Grob tells Us the 
actor visited on August 9. 
“He was drinking — I’m 
not sure what,” Grob says, 
adding, “He was pretty cool 
— personable to anybody 
talking to him. Nothing in-
appropriate.” The Mel pal 
counters that he has been 
completely sober since 
2006 and attends AA regu-
larly: “He is doing very well 
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“I would get 
addicted to 

anything, anything 
at all. . . . I’m just one 

of those guys who 
is like that. That’s 

my flaw.”
MEL GIBSON, IN 2004
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was separate from Robyn. 
Even when they would go 
to church, it would usually 
be in separate cars.” Fam-
ily time was often spent 
dining at Malibu’s Nobu or 
Geoffrey’s, then retreating 
to a beach house, where the 
parents would again drift 
into their own worlds. Says 
the source: “Mel would 
come out with the kids and 
go boogie-boarding or play 
catch, but it was never him 
and Robyn.”

What’s Next?
By all accounts, the dissolu-
tion of their nearly three-
decade marriage was a 
mutual — though agoniz-
ing — decision. “He was 
sorry it came to this. They 
thought for a long time they 
could go on living with the 
lack of communication, 

but they decided it was 
the best thing for every-

one, and with God’s 
blessing, to part,” says 
a family source, who 
describes Mel as a 
kind man. “It was ex-

tremely painful.” Sec-
onds another, “They are 

magnificent people in a 
very difficult situation, but 
life happens.”

The couple have more at 
stake besides the splitting 
of their outsized fortune: 
their youngest son. “They 
are seeking joint custody 
and are not expecting 
to battle over Tommy,” a 
source tells Us, adding that 
the estranged couple will 
continue to spend time to-
gether at church and school 
and with their children. 
“They have always been re-
spectful of each other and 
will continue to be. This 
will not be a nasty divorce.”



on that front.” Another Mel 
friend adds that no alcohol 
is allowed in his Costa Rica 
home.

Growing Distance
“Things changed af ter 
Mel’s DUI arrest,” says 
the source. “They sold the 
beach house [one of their 
Malibu properties] and 
were never together at all.” 
Indeed, Mel and his wife 
haven’t been photographed 
together since they attend-
ed their daughter’s wedding 
in September 2006. “They 
tried their best during both 
their marriage and separa-
tion,” a friend of Mel’s tells 
Us, noting that Robyn has 
been living at another of 
their three Malibu homes 
while Mel has been staying 

at an undisclosed location. 
“But at some point, you just 
come to the conclusion it’s 
not going to work.”

But even long before 
their separation, says an 
insider, there was distance. 
“Mel and Robyn were never 
together much,” the source 
tells Us. “Between all of 
their kids, they were always 
doing separate things and 
going on separate outings. 
One year he had a party 
for his youngest at Chuck 
E. Cheese and he brought a 
big birthday cake . . . but it 
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Mel bought the 
5,400-acre island 

Mago in Fiji in 2005.

$15
million

He sold this 
Malibu estate for 

$28 million in 
March 2008.

$28
million

$25.8
million

 Before he became a Hollywood super-
star, Mel Gibson was a struggling 

actor studying in Australia, lucky to get 
a $250 gig. In 1977, he met then–dental 
nurse Robyn Moore when they shared a 
house with several others in Adelaide. It 
wasn’t love at first sight for the pair. (For 
one thing, Robyn, who was skeptical of 
actors, had a boyfriend.) “We became 
great friends first,” Mel has said.
Low-key nuptials The duo tied the knot 
quietly in New South Wales in June 1980 
while Mel (who has reportedly advo-
cated against premarital sex and publicly 
 opposed abortion) and Moore were re-
portedly expecting their first child.

The Way They Were

“She’s 
10 times more 
 responsible. . . . 
She’s a lot more 

constant. I’m 
 thankful for that. 

I need that.”
MEL ON HIS WIFE, IN 2001

Britney Spears 
relaxed at his Costa 
Rica ranch in 2008.

The star has called his wife (with him in 1990) 
“my Rock of Gibraltar — only prettier.”

Mel (in 1979’s Tim) 
reportedly worried 

marriage was unsexy.

“My family is 
the center of my 

life,” Mel has 
said. “They have 

been through 
hell with me.” 

(Pictured: Robyn 
with some of the 
kids in 2004.)

Dad and son Tommy at a 2007 
L.A. Lakers home game.
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BY TKTKTK  With reporting by TKTKTK

WHAT’S AT STAKE
The millions the exes may divvy up

It’s been reported that devout 
Catholics Mel and Robyn have no 

pre- or postnuptial agreements. If 
that’s the case, says L.A. divorce at-
torney Stacy Phillips, “any income 
earned or any property purchased 
during the marriage is considered 
community property.” (The couple 
differ on their date of separation; Mel 
says it was 2006.) In other words, 
there are millions up for grabs.
Real estate Besides owning three 
homes in Malibu purchased for more than $16 million 
combined, the actor has snapped up an island in Fiji and 
a ranch in Costa Rica. (Between 2004 and 2007, he’s 
sold properties in Montana, Connecticut and Australia 
for more than $46 million total.)
Film profits The Oscar winner, who has commanded 
up to $25 million a role, has appeared in more than 40 
movies and directed another four flicks. The star also 
rakes in cash from his Icon production company — 
$600 million from The Passion alone.

$600
million

DVDs grossed 
$200 million.
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