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Introduction/Problem

Goal/Purpose

Process

Literature Cited

• Formulation of a student Scholarly Project (SP) 

in a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) program 

may be an overwhelming task for both the 

student and faculty advising the SP plans

• The development, implementation and overall 

success of a SP begins with a sound foundational 

SP proposal

• Currently there is no national consensus as to 

what constitutes a “good” SP, but rather 

guidelines

• The road to developing the SP often take many 

turns but tangible written steps may increase 

understanding and help conceptualize the SP 

process

The PhD and DNP faculty member’s collaborative 

goal for this project was to:

1. Establish  a guide to assist both students and 

faculty in navigating the process of developing the 

DNP SP

2. Develop a visual pathway/schematic and 

structural written guide outlining the steps for 

designing a SP proposal

3. Provide a consistent and organized method for the 

SP proposal development in an effort to improve 

overall plans for implementation and evaluation 

outcomes

PLAN

IMPLEMENT

Example of Step 1 in the Scholarly Project Development

Results/Conclusions

• Acknowledging differences of educational 

preparation of faculty initiated a conversation 

about how to “best advise” a student on the 

process of  the SP development

• Development of the visual and structural guide 

begin with articulating all the steps we could 

conceptualize. Various resources were consulted.

• Next we looked at a program called Bubble.us as 

a way to form a “living” model to show students 

each step of the process.

• The model was then built and included links to 

important documents.

• The faculty and student work together to 

visualize the process and build a living document 

based on the foundation documents created.

Utilization of a consistent tool will promote 

organized development by the student. 

This SP proposal organized plan will serve as a 

guide for faculty advising students and will 

provide a foundation for evaluating students 

progress.

The guide will provide a foundation for the 

systematic development of the SP plan and help 

the student frame the translation of evidence 

into practice.
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Using Bubbl.us, “bubbles” can be created as each 

step is added and links can be inserted to 

important documents or websites the student may 

need to visit. Any “bubble” or concept can be 

linked to any other and colors and lines enhance 

the schematic thus creating the student a “map”.


