
April 24, 2013 

 

 

To the Review Committee: 

 

I am honored to be recommending Kristal Goodell for acceptance into your graduate program. I 

have known Kristal for the past two years as a colleague and fellow member of our collaborative 

freshman English team at Gila Ridge High School in Yuma, AZ. The structure of Gila Ridge is 

modeled on PLC’s – Professional Learning Communities – which promotes collaboration among 

its members. It is because of this model that I have grown to know Kristal well over the last two 

years as a colleague and educator. We have collaborated, planned, created, mapped, sequenced, 

graded, and tested together. Even though we are “forced” to collaborate and those 

responsibilities can be laborious and mundane, our team can be found collaborating on any day 

of the week. Part of this teamwork can be attributed to Kristal’s enthusiasm, work ethic and 

positivity. 

Anthony D’Angelo said “Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to 

grow.” I believe that learning is one of Kristal’s passions – not just for her students but for 

herself. Kristal is constantly looking to experience new things, travel to new places, and try new 

ideas. Kristal brings this into each collaborative meeting. She pushes me and our fellow team 

member to see things in a unique way and implement different strategies for our students. Her 

desire to learn for personal benefit coupled with the desire to be a creative and innovative teacher 

to her students makes Kristal an asset not only to our team but to Gila Ridge. 

Kristal’s dedication to her work is also an inspiration to her fellow teachers. I served this year as 

our curriculum team leader. I knew that whatever task I was presented with to deliver to the 

team, Kristal would do whatever it took to get it done. She is a team player that will assume the 

responsibility and produce the best work for our group. She has been known to stay long after 

school hours, as well as the weekends, to get the job done. Her loyalty to her co-workers and 

students is her driving force. 

It is with great respect that I can recommend Kristal into your graduate program. No matter 

where she attends, I know that the dedication she has exhibited as a colleague will transcend into 

dedication as a graduate student.  

 

Sincerely, 

Deanna Rea 

English teacher 

Gila Ridge High School 

 

Cell – (954) 895-5457 


