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year and who has writ-
ten the seminal fly-fish-
ing books about his native 
country. 

Fishing alone, I hooked a 
rainbow about six pounds 
on a large beetle pattern 
in the Rai River and man-
aged to land it. It was a 
thrill, the largest rainbow 
I’ve ever caught in a river. 
I then fished with John on 
a small stream, about the 

size of the Qulicene Riv-
er, only slower moving. We 
walked slowly upstream, 
John ahead, spotting fish.

During the next four 
hours, we fished to a dozen 
brown trout and spooked 
others. I had landed one 
about four pounds when we 
approached the last hole.

As I crept upstream, I 
saw a rise in a bend be-
low some willows but 
could not for the life of me 

see the fish. John spotted 
it. I finally saw it, a nice 
brown, tail almost imper-
ceptibly waving in the cur-
rent. I had one cast to drift 
my small emerger over the 
fish without spooking it. 

Nerves completely on 
edge, I cast the fly on 
a 14-foot leader about 
eight feet ahead of the 
trout. It rose slowly, ca-
sually sipped the fly in-
to its mouth, I said “God 

save the Queen”, allowing 
enough time before strik-
ing, and struck. The fish 
shot off and eventually I 
landed a beautiful 4-plus 
pound brown.

It was the end of a fine 
day of New Zealand fish-
ing, with more to come. 

Dave Shorett’s column on 
fishing runs every other 
Tuesday. Reach him at dsho-
rett@comcast.net.

SHORETT  |  catching trout in rai river a thrill 
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i
’m afraid I’m going to 
miss one of my favor-
ite road walks in the 
Olympics this year, 

the Deer Park Road to Blue 
Mountain, above Port An-
geles in Olympic National 
Park.

Though it’s a great trek, 
now that Olympic Nation-
al Park officials are clos-

ing the road 
at the park 
b o u n d a r y , 
it’s a bit too 
far for my an-
cient chick-
en legs. If, 
on the other 
hand, you’re 

a young superhiker, you’ll 
enjoy the 16-mile round-
trip walk, snowshoe or 
cross-country ski. 

When it is snowing or 
foggy, there’s no problem 
finding the route, because 
it follows the road through 
forest to the summertime 
campground at Deer Park. 
And when it is sunny and 
clear, you can see for miles.

Most of the time, you’ll 
hike several miles on bare 
road before encountering 
enough snow for skiing or 
snowshoeing. The reward 
will likely be the solitude 
you’ll enjoy and the quiet 
of the winter forest around 
you.

In most winters, you’ll 
find steady going on snow 
at about 3,600 feet above 
sea level. That’s about four 
miles up the road from the 
park boundary — although 
the snow level is higher this 
year.

Snow on the road is of-
ten packed by other snow-
shoers and skiers, or by the 
alternating freeze-thaw cy-
cles from the forest canopy 
above. Big clumps of snow 
drop from the trees on-
to the road, then freeze to 
form icy humps.

If you’re on cross-coun-
try skis, you should be 
able to handle the climb 
on waxless skis, especially 
if there’s new snow. Climb-
ing skins probably won’t be 
necessary unless it’s icy — 
in which case you might 
as well carry the skis and 
walk up the road.

While snowshoers won’t 
encounter any difficulties 
climbing or descending 
the road, beginning skiers 
may find the descent steep 
enough that frequent trips 
to snowdrifts on the uphill 
side of the road may be ad-
visable. Intermediate ski-
ers who can snowplow or 
telemark should have no 
difficulties.

The potential for ava-
lanche is low on all but 
those days when forecasts 
predict extreme danger. 
Hikers should use great-
est caution when navi-
gating the steep gullies 
about a mile below Deer 
Park, along the west-fac-
ing slopes of Blue Moun-
tain above.

As you climb toward 
Deer Park, the view opens 
when the road enters the 
alpine country. You’ll look 
south to the wild, jagged 
Gray Wolf Ridge and The 
Needles.

The road turns north just 
above the campground, and 
begins a 600-foot climb to 
the summit of Blue Moun-
tain. The slopes to the west 
and south provide plenty of 
challenge for telemark ski-
ers, although these slopes 
are frequently scoured by 
wind. A steep, 500-verti-
cal-foot bowl yields great 
snowriding for experts to 
the east off the summit.

Overnight hikers can 
find great camping in the 
auto campground, where 
a number of forested spots 
provide some shelter from 
the wind. 

Allow about 2 hours, 30 
minutes to drive to the 
Deer Park Road gate. Fol-
low Highways 104 and 101 
north to Port Angeles and 
turn left on the Deer Park 
Road at the multiscreen 
movie theater. Drive nine 
miles to the park boundary.

Seabury Blair Jr.’s latest 
book is “The Creaky Knees 
Guide to Washington”. 
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a Great 
Winter 
Hike

Q: We would greatly 
appreciate it if you 

could insert the following 
information in your publi-
cation:

The Bremerton Sail and 
Power Squadron will be 
offering America’s Boating 
Course Saturday and Sun-
day, March 6 and 7, from 10 
a.m. -3 p.m. both days. The 
class will be held at St. An-
thony’s Hospital, Green 
Point Dining Room, 11567 
Canterwood Boulevard 
NW, Gig Harbor. For more 
information or to reserve 
a seat, call Kevin Pisani, 
(360) 479-1085, or e-mail 
him at seokp@comcast.
net.

Kevin, via e-mail

A: It’s done.

Do you have a question for 
Mr. Outdoors? E-mail him at 
Skiberry@pwimail.net.

asK Mr. 
OutdOOrs

Today

West Sound Triathlon 
Club Meets
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Round Table Pizza, 
Silverdale
Info: (360) 697-5609; www.
westsoundtriathlonclub.
wordpress.com

USPSA/Self-defense 
Practice
Time: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Location: Kitsap Rifle and 
Revolver Club, 4900 Seabeck 
Highway NW, Bremerton
Cost: $3 members; $10 non-
members (first practice free)
Info: (360) 373-1007, e-mail 
info@gunsafety.org

Today to Saturday

Kitsap Rifle and 
Revolver Club Range 
Open to Public
Time: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday
Location: 4900 Seabeck 
Highway NW, Bremerton
Info: (360) 373-1007; info@
gunsafety.org

Wednesday

Kingston Puget Sound 
Anglers to Meet
Time: 6 p.m. social hour;  
7 p.m. business
Location: Kingston Cove 
Yacht Club, 25915 Washing-
ton Blvd. NE
Info: (360) 930-3223

North Kitsap Salmon 
Chapter, Trout 
Unlimited Meets
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Indianola Commu-
nity Center

Wednesday

Bainbridge Island 
Kayaking 
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Back of Beyond 
shop, Winslow
Info: (206) 842-9229; www.
tothebackofbeyond.com

Trap, Skeet Shooting
Time: 7-10 p.m.
Location: Bremerton Trap 
and Skeet Club, 4956 High-
way 3 SW
Info: (360) 674-2438; www.
bremertontrapandskeet.com

Trap Shooting
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: Poulsbo Sports-
man Club, 16990 Clear Creek 
Road NW
Info: (360) 697-6646

Bullseye Pistol Practice
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: Kitsap Rifle and 
Revolver Club, 4900 Seabeck 
Highway NW, Bremerton
Info: (360) 373-1007; info@
gunsafety.org

Thursday

KBH Archers to Meet
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Clubhouse, 3680 
NE Old Belfair Highway, Bel-
fair
Info: www.KBHArchers.com

Trap, Skeet and  
5-Stand Shooting
Time: 8:30 a.m.-noon 
Location: Bremerton Trap 
and Skeet Club, 4956 High-
way 3 SW
Info: (360) 674-2438; www.
bremertontrapandskeet.com 

CaleNdar

NOW’S THE  
TIME TO BUY 

WINTER GEAR
end-of-season sales may not have the best selection, however.

By SEABURY BLAIR JR.  |  FOR THE KITSAP SUN

a
s experienced bargain-hunters will tell you, the next month or so will be an excellent 
time to find great deals on winter outdoor gear.

Virtually every local outdoor retailer will be offering savings of 20 percent or more on 
everything from steelhead gear to skis, from snowshoes to snowboards. The Web will 

practically be rattling your PC off the desk with bargains for winter outdoor stuff.
Besides a better price, another advantage to buying winter gear as spring rolls around is that you 

can learn more about the product you’re buying. It’s been on the market for at least one winter, so 
you can benefit from other buyers’ experience.

The style-conscious would do well to avoid winter clothing, although these are some of the best 
buys at end-of-season sales. But if you don’t mind having fun on the slopes while looking like a 
dork, strike out for your favorite local outdoor retailer or Web site.

Here’s just a sampling of some of the equipment deals you’ll find:

moUNTAIN HArDWEAr PHANTom (BEloW)
One of the lightest, warmest sleeping bags on the 
market today is this beauty, comfort-rated at 15 de-
grees. It’s filled with the highest-loft 800-fill goose 
down and the regular size weighs less than 2 pounds.

The mummy shape of the bag retains the most 
heat, and very little warmth is going to escape from a 
hood that fits snugly around the face. A single-hand-
ed draw cord makes all adjustments, so you can save 
at least 5 pinkies from the cold, and there’s a gener-
ous footbox for the little piggies.

Goose down bags are always pricey, and this one is 
no exception at $400, but you can find the Phantom 
on sale for around $310. 

GArmIN GEKo
Though the Geko is not related to 
that insurance-hawking lizard, 
this Global Positioning System 
serves up its own insurance by 
cutting your chances of getting 
lost. It’s one of the smallest and 
lightest GPS units to be found, 
weighing just over 3 ounces.

The unit stores up to 500 way 
points, which can be entered with 
one touch. You can reverse your 
route with a single button and the 
trip computer figures current and 
average speed, trip distance and trip 
time.

Manufacturer’s suggested retail 
price is $149, but you’ll likely find them on sale for 
$90 or less.

TrACKEr DTS
If you are a backcountry skier, snowboarder or 

snowshoe hiker, you’re wise to carry an 
avalanche transceiver. Anytime you 

find one on sale, take advantage of 
it.

The Tracker is one of the sim-
plest and easiest-to-use trans-
ceivers, with an arrow that 
points toward the buried trans-
ceiver and lights that indicate 
signal strength and distance. It 
is sensitive to burials up to 150 
feet away and provides infor-
mation in the event of multiple 
burials. 

All avalanche transceivers 
are expensive, and the Track-

er is no exception at a suggested 
retail price of $289. Expect to find 

them on sale at under $240.

G3 ZEST (ABovE)
Genuine Guide Gear (that’s where the “G3” comes 
from) started out as the Canadian manufacturer 
of Telemark binding accessories, and now they are 
building some of the best backcountry skis on the 
market. The woman-specific Zest is a good example, 
designed for floating in deep powder.

The extreme width of this ski allows it to stay atop 
the deepest, lightest snow, while the shorter length 
permits it to turn with greater ease. The Zest weighs 
in at 7 pounds, 8 ounces per 166 cm pair.

The suggested retail price is $569.95, but you should 
find them on sale for under $430.

N.E.o.S. SUPErlIGHT vIllAGEr  
ovErSHoES
Shortly before falling into the Upper Sol Duc River on 
a cold February day, I waded across that icy stream 
wearing a pair of N.E.O.S. overshoes over my ski boot 
liners, and can report that my 
feet stayed perfectly dry.

These are the lightest wa-
terproof protection you’ll 
find for your feet, and work 
equally well as camp shoes 
in the summer or win-
ter. Roll them up and store 
them in your pack un-
til the going gets wet, then 
slip them over your hiking 
boots.

The Villagers are 10 inches high and weigh 1.6 
pounds per pair, but you can find higher N.E.O.S. 
models. Suggested retail is $66, but you can expect to 
find them on sale for under $45.

ATlAS ElEKTrA
These snowshoes are designed specifical-
ly for women, which may save you calf 
bruises if you are a woman wearing a 
man’s shoe. It has a narrow waist and 
a tapered tail that allows a more nat-
ural stride for women.

The binding is designed to elimi-
nate pressure points and the bind-
ing straps are treated with silicone 
that permits you to put the snow-
shoe on without removing mit-
tens or gloves. The shoes weigh 3.7 
pounds per pair and are 23 inches 
long, recommended for women and 
their gear weighing between 80 and 
160 pounds.

Suggested retail is $279.95, but 
you should find them on sale for 
$220 or less.

More Events: See more  
outdoors events on our Web 
site.  |  kitsapsun.com


