
SLO 2 Child and Environmental Assessment and Study Reflective Narrative
Students will demonstrate knowledge of assessment issues and 

perform qualitative and quantitative assessments of children and their environments.

Throughout my time as a Liberal Studies and Child Development major, I have heard of 

assessments in almost all of my classes.  It was not until CHLD 353, Methods of Inquiry in Child 

Development, did I learn specifically what assessment was.  There is a clear distinction between 

assessment and research and this course taught me how to differentiate between the two.  In previous 

classes I knew assessment as a tool to gage the developmental level of a child but I did not know the 

importance of time and types of assessment until Methods of Inquiry in Child Development.  I now 

understand that assessment is time sensitive, results indicate level of development, and they can vary in 

the type given.  I have learned through Child development courses that assessments are necessary in 

having a well functioning child care setting.  Because I want to teach after I graduate, I will be using 

many forms of assessments with my future students and I recognize the need to understand them in 

order to best help my students.

Before taking Child Development courses, I did not know how to define an assessment and how 

it was different from research.  As I took more courses, I was introduced to these concepts.  I learned 

that research is important for the child development field and it guides how programs function and the 

practice of working with children.  I learned that assessment is important for programs as well because 

it provides information on individual children and allows child care workers to work most effectively 

within specific programs or contexts.  I learned small amounts of this information in each course, but it 

was not until CHLD 353, Methods of Inquiry in Child Development that I learned the exact differences 

between research and assessment.  I now understand the differences between the two and the reason 

one would be used over the other.

I understand and can explain the differences between research and assessment.  Both are 

necessary in the field of child development, however there are key differences.  Research follows the 

scientific method and seeks to control all variables by having control groups and independent and 



dependent variables.  It is meant to provide information to a theory and can be broadly applied which is 

the key difference that separates it from assessment.  Assessment is meant to take a snapshot into a 

moment and is intended to help someone or something specific, often a program.  It can be applied to 

an individual, school, or program.  It provides accurate information for what it is testing and the results 

help influence decisions to be made.  Assessments are not meant to be generalizable to all students.

The most important thing that I have learned about assessment is that it is necessary to influence 

how a teacher works with his or her students.  Because I want to be a teacher, I have realized that I 

need to be informed of what assessments are and what works best for testing certain students for certain 

things.  For example, I wouldn't want to use the Bayley assessment to determine if a child has a reading 

disability.  I understand the need to be informed of what specific tests measure so that I know to use 

them if I am assessing a student.  I have also learned that assessments can be used both before and after 

intervention and I feel as though that is useful information.  Understanding what types of assessments 

work best for certain students informs the way I will work with students in the future.

An area of assessment that I have struggled to understand is how the results are reported.  I 

understand that research results are typically published so that they can inform others of new theories 

and developments in the fields.  But I am not sure how assessment results are reported and who has 

access to these reports.  I understand that those directly working with the child would be interested in 

understanding the child's level of development but I do not understand who else would have the right to 

view this information and if it would be presented in a way that a lay person could understand it.

I would like to grow in my knowledge and understanding of assessment by seeking the answer 

to my previous question.  I would also like to use assessment in my future career so that I can learn 

more through doing it.  Understanding how it impacts my teaching is important to me and I hope to 

gain knowledge through practice.  This would also add to my experience with it because I have only 

ever done small scale assessments that have not impacted how anyone is working with a child or how a 

program runs.  Therefore, I would like to do assessments that have an impact on teaching practices.






