
Read the following quote:
“Even when cultural cues are very similar between the home and school environment, there are myriad 
differences between the culture of a classroom environment—the rules, values and expectations of that 
group setting—and that of a home—the rules, values, and expectations unique to each family.” 
(Copple, C. & Bredekamp, S. 2009. Developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs: 
Serving children from birth to age 8. 3d ed. Washington DC: NAEYC. 214.)
Please observe cultural considerations in routines or schedules at your Internship Program and then 
answer the following by also utilizing the Copple and Brekamp section pertinent to the age group with 
whom you work. For your convenience, the page numbers following the age group are from 
the Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs textbook. Full credit will be 
awarded when evidence of reference to the reading is clear.
Infants: pages 56, 84-86; Toddlers: pages 70, 101-104; Preschool: pages 127, 152-153; Kindergarten: 
pages 221-222; Primary Grades (and Adolescents for this assignment) pages 259, 293-294.
Prompts:

1. Describe how your internship program considers a child and families “culture” during the routine and 
schedule of the day. Give at least two examples.

2. What would you do to enhance or change the way your program considers the variety of “cultures” 
represented by the families they serve. (HINT: remember discussions in class and in Henniger Chapters 
7 & 8).

Describe how your internship program considers a child and families “culture” during the routine and 
schedule of the day. Give at least two examples.
When children of Latino descent say goodbye to their parents, the teachers who speak Spanish 

will say goodbye to the parents in Spanish. They also will turn to the children and say “Don't worry 
mamas, Papa will be back soon.” This is because at this age, the children are still learning how to 
express themselves through words. And while they vocabulary is rapidly developing, they sometimes 
are not able to express themselves fully and end up crying many times (Henniger, pg 106). The 
teachers will also speak words in Spanish to these students such as counting to them when taking role 
and using the Spanish words for certain objects, such as the table, chairs, windows, and doors.
The teachers consider a child's culture through the routine of toys typically placed at the main table 
during activity times. When children are transitioning from leaving their parents to entering the school 
setting, the teachers know it is best to have a few activities set up for the children to engage with. 
Typically, the activities stay the same to keep routine in the day and maintains overall consistency in 
the environment (Henniger, pg 70). Sometimes, the teachers will place out books that use words in 
other languages to read to the children which helps keep the children involved in the day and 
celebrates the different cultures we have in the group.
Another way the program considers the child and families culture during the routine of the day
What would you do to enhance or change the way your program considers the variety of “cultures” 

represented by the families they serve. (HINT: remember discussions in class and in Henniger 
Chapters 7 & 8).

I would change a few things about the program I work with to enhance the way they 
consider cultures in the program. Although they do a great job of representing Spanish and 
American culture, which makes up a majority of the program, they fail to celebrate diversity 
that is not seen in the classroom. For example, they celebrate mainstream holidays but do not 
talk to the children about holidays celebrated by less known cultures. I think it would be 
beneficial to recognize holidays such as Halloween and Christmas and talk about holidays such 
as Diwali and Hanukkah. Of course there are too many holidays to celebrate all of them, but 
recognition of them and letting the children know they exist is important. I also feel like if the 



teachers talk to the children in both Spanish and English that they should also use a variety of 
other languages to talk to the other children. Especially with children so young that are still 
learning language, they could benefit from hearing a variety of languages and possibly even 
learning sign language. Although no family speaks any languages besides Spanish and/or 
English, there is a potential that eventually the program will have a child that speaks a different 
language at home and if the teachers are already practicing now to use that language then they 
would be prepared to recognize that child's culture in the classroom.


