
 

SLO 2: Child and Environmental Assessment and Study 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of assessment issues and perform qualitative and quantitative 

assessments of children and their environments. 

 

Throughout my higher education experience, I learned that the primary goal of assessment is to be 

able to evaluate, interpret, or gain a better understanding of someone or something. As a Child 

Development professional, we want to be able to understand and apply information about children, their 

abilities, and their overall development. Through Child and Environmental Assessment, we learn to 

evaluate a child’s development based on their environmental surroundings through data collection of 

significant information. Methods of data collection include both qualitative and quantitative approach, 

such as open-ended questionnaires or diary accounts for qualitative approach and structured interviews, 

tests, or questionnaires for quantitative approach. Through these methods, we are collecting information 

that will help understand current skills, knowledge, or limitations, such as a program, curriculum, or the 

development and ability level of a child. 

I have grown in my understanding of Child and Environmental Assessment through an assessment 

issues for children and families course I’ve taken at Chico State. Through this course, I have gained a 

better understanding of why and how we practice assessment. I learned that child assessment is beneficial 

for children, parents, teachers, and other professionals working with children and families because it helps 

determine the child’s current developmental level and the decisions you make in regards to their 

development. As professionals, we practice children and environmental assessment to help us gain 

information on the child’s abilities, knowledge, and skills, and collect data on how the environment 

influences a child’s developmental abilities. By gaining a better indication of a child’s abilities, we are 

then able to determine important individual aspects of that child, such as if there are conditions, 

disabilities, services, interventions, or developmental and academic abilities that need to be addressed or 

acknowledged.  



 

I believe a have a general understanding of the difference between research and assessment. I 

understand that research is based on theories and experimental observations that are used to test 

hypothesis. I understand that assessment is based on data collection to provide and improve on what or 

who we are assessing, such as a curriculum or the developmental level of a child. From my understanding 

research is used to provide confirmation on an empirical study. In research we want to be able to replicate 

the study or findings, which is used to help provide empirical results to the study or theory. Assessment is 

the collection of new data and information that is used to help provide ideas and knowledge that will help 

make decisions about a certain subject (programs or child characteristics, abilities, and development). 

Research and assessment often use similar methods for data collection but their purpose and intended 

audience of their findings are typically different. 

The most important thing I have learned about assessment is how assessment is focused on measuring 

and evaluating an individual or program, rather than confirming or replicating previous research or other 

theoretical findings. In relation to this, I learned that assessment is focused on providing and collecting 

material to help improve or develop the subject we are assessing, such as programs or a child’s 

development and ability level. 

An area of assessment that I have struggled to understand is how assessment data is collected through 

both qualitative and quantitative methods, but the data collected in assessment isn’t used for testing 

theories and research. I don’t understand how assessment and research both focus on collecting or 

discovering new information through quantitative methods, but how assessment and research have 

different emphasis or purpose with their data collection. 

I would like to continue my growth in assessment by actively practicing and gaining different skills 

pertaining to assessment. I want to be able to use the skills I learned through my higher education and the 

skills I will learn through my professional experiences to help provide the best quality information and 

data that will be used to make modifications and provide material to improve programs, curriculum, 

families, and a child’s ability level and overall development. 



 

In my supervised practicum course at Chico State, I assessed a child’s developmental progress using 

the Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) for preschool-age children. I was able to collect seven 

out of the eight domains provided in the DRDP for my target child. While completing this assignment, I 

gained a better understanding of the process of data collection and the significance of gathering 

information for assessment, which for this specific assignment is to help us determine the level of 

development and ability within the certain domains and measures.  

In my observational techniques course at Chico State, I was able to assess my target child’s cognitive, 

social, and physical development through an Individual Child Report. By using observational techniques 

that I learned through this course, I was able to successfully assess the child’s ability to perform certain 

activities within the classroom through certain developmental context. I had the opportunity to collect 

data through naturalistic observation, which helped me gather material and information that helped 

determine my target child’s physical, cognitive, and social development.  


