
SLO 3: Developmental Context 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of the multiple environmental contexts in which children grow and 

develop, and will be able to analyze systems that support children’s well-being. 

 

Throughout my higher education experience, I gained knowledge of the multiple environmental 

contexts in which children grow and develop. As a child development professional we are able to analyze 

systems that support children’s well-being which may include a children’s family, social and community, 

their school, and neighborhoods that surround them. By being exposed to these environmental contexts, 

children are given the opportunity to develop vital skills within their language, culture, cognitive, 

physical, and socio-emotional development. From my higher educational and personal experiences, I 

learned that the environment is an important part to a child’s individual growth and development. By 

giving children the opportunity to be exposed and experience their surroundings, we are giving children 

important environmental contexts that will encourage and support their overall development and well-

being. This learning object based on developmental context influences my future working with children 

because it prepares me as a professional to encourage families and children to experience as much of their 

environmental and developmental contexts as they are able to. This gives me the professional background 

to understand why developmental contexts are important to a child’s developmental growth and well-

being, which then influences how I will work with children in the future. 

Experiences I have had that facilitated my growth in understanding this learning objective were 

through courses that I’ve taken at Chico State along with my professional and personal experiences 

working with children. A few courses I’ve taken that influenced my understanding and knowledge on 

developmental context within a child’s development were psychology courses I’ve taken at Chico State, 

such as Socio-Cultural Context of Psychological development, Survey of Child and Adolescent 

Psychology, and Social Psychology. Through these Chico State courses I learned that a child’s physical, 

social, emotional, and mental factors of human growth are influenced through what they experience and 

what they are exposed to from infancy through adolescence. I also learned that children develop certain 



developmental skills based on what they’ve experienced through their socio-economic environments, 

such as their exposure to social and cultural, emotional, intellectual, and social influences and 

experiences. Through my professional experiences, I learned that a child’s wellbeing and developmental 

growth are influenced through their own personal experiences and the quality of the environment they 

grew up in. 

Out of all the things I learned in this area, the thing that fascinates me the most is how a child’s 

growth and development is influenced through their experiences, exposures, environment, and other 

important developmental contexts. I find it fascinating that certain experiences within a child’s socio-

economic, cultural background, or the family and people they are surrounded by can influence a child’s 

language develop along with other developmental outcomes, such as behavior and their motor 

developmental skills. It’s both fascinating and frightening how these developmental and environmental 

contexts can help a child develop vital skills they need for their physical, cognitive, and socio-emotional 

development. It’s frightening to imagine children who aren’t given the opportunities or experiences they 

need in order to develop and grow these important developmental skills for their own well-being. For 

example, children who are abandoned by their families or children who do not have the support system or 

have similar opportunities as other children who are striving in their development, will have a more 

difficult time developing skills that are appropriate for their age and wellbeing.  

Something that I have appreciated when learning about developmental contexts is how influential 

a child’s experiences, surroundings, culture, family, and community is to the child’s growth, well-being, 

and overall development. I appreciate the fact that the experiences and opportunities that families and 

children are exposed to helps the child learn new skills in things like language, cognition, behavior, and 

their motor development skills. Before becoming a child development major I always wanted to know 

why children do what they do, how they learn language and cognitive skills, and how they develop their 

behavioral and physical skills. Through my higher education experience with child development, I was 

able to learn and actually understand why and how children develop by learning that a child’s 



developmental contexts are influential and an important role to their overall development, growth, and 

their well-being. 

My understanding of developmental contexts will guide my professional practice by making me 

more aware and understanding of a child’s development level and progress. By having knowledge of 

developmental contexts I will be able to provide and guide children and families in understanding why 

developmental contexts are important for a child’s well-being and growth. By also having a better 

understanding of the importance of developmental contexts, as a professional I will be able to encourage 

children and families to be more involved in giving their children the appropriate resources and 

experiences they need for their development. One way I will design environments or relationship 

experiences to facilitate positive development for children and families is creating a program for families 

who are unable to offer their children the opportunity to experience multiple environments. The families 

in this program will come together once a month to go on both in their local communities and 

surrounding areas. By providing families with this type of program, we are giving children the 

developmental context they need in order to grow and improve in positive development. 

Being a life-long learner, I will continue to grow in my understanding of developmental contexts 

by constantly gaining knowledge through my professional experiences when working with families and 

children. Through a professional context I will be able to increase my knowledge and learn the 

importance of how and why developmental context influences a child’s well-being and their overall 

developmental growth. As a life-long learner and professional I will be able to learn how the different 

developmental contexts that each individual child experiences is influential to a child’s developmental 

skill level and developmental growth. Through this learning experience I will then be able to assist the 

child in their developmental growth, overall progress, and support the well-being of the child. 

In my observational techniques course at Chico State, I observed a child’s social development 

level during the child’s interaction of associative play. Through my observation the child demonstrated 

his social skills and the techniques he used to enter into social play. During my observation, the child 

jumped into social play unannounced, which can be a reflection of how the child learned to enter into 



social situations. The way the child enters into social situations may be influenced from what the child 

observed from his family, seeing other children enter into play, or what he sees in his environmental 

surroundings. Through the child’s interactions with his peers he was able to navigate between his 

interactions and demonstrated skills that reflected his social development level. Through this assignment I 

gained a better understanding of how a child’s environmental context can influence their overall social 

and emotional development and behaviors.  

In my supervised internship course at Chico State, I worked with different groups of children in a 

group home setting. From this assignment and experience, I learned that a child’s behavior is influenced 

and reflective of the environment they grew up in and what opportunities or experiences they’ve 

encountered. Through this course I did an assignment where I observed children during their individual 

treatment plans and took observation notes. During my observations, I noticed that the child’s 

communication styles and behavior during their treatment plans were reflective of their personal 

experiences and backgrounds. I noticed that the children who experienced trauma or neglect prior to being 

placed in the group home or the children who do not have privileges as other children in the group home, 

displayed more avoidant and negative language in their communication styles. Through this assignment 

and course I gained a better understanding of how a child’s developmental context such as their personal 

experiences, are influential to their overall well-being and development. 

  

 


