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Reflective Narrative SLO 3: Developmental Contexts 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of the multiple environmental contexts in which 

children grow and develop, and will be able to analyze systems that support children’s 

well-being. 

As child development students we will apply our knowledge of the different 

environments that help children grow and develop. We will make sure the environments 

are developmentally appropriate and consist of age appropriate materials that aid in the 

growth and well-being of the children. We will be able to see if anything in the 

environment is not helping in the way it should and analyze changes that may need to be 

made. 

The main experiences that have facilitated my growth and understanding of this 

learning objective are my internship classes.  In my “Developmentally Appropriate 

Curriculum for Children: Theory to Practice” class (CHLD 282), I learned about how to 

develop and implement developmentally appropriate curriculum in a preschool 

environment. I also learned about how a classroom should be set up in order to facilitate 

children’s growth. In my “Child Development Practicum” class (CHLD 392), I was able 

to work in a setting where the main focus was to set up the environment in a way that 

encouraged children to facilitate their own play. I learned more about where and how to 

place certain items in the environment. 

Of all the things I learned in this area, one of the things that surprised me the most 

and that I found interesting is to alternate material in the environment. I always thought 

that whatever toys and materials were available, should be put out in the environment. 

Through my practice and learning, especially in CHLD 392 and my internship at the 
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Associated Students Child Development Lab (ASCDL), I was able to see that children 

get bored with materials very easily, so rotating them every week or two can be very 

beneficial.  

One huge thing I’ve learned about families’ developmental contexts and what I 

would love to learn more about is how a child is brought up at home shows at school. For 

example, if a child doesn’t have any siblings, gets whatever they want and doesn’t really 

have any rules or boundaries at home, they will act like that at school. They will most 

likely be a rule breaker and not get along well with other children. Also, if there is a child 

that does a lot of reading at home instead of watching television, that child may be more 

engaged when learning and reading during class. One thing I have struggled with has 

been how to talk to parents about how their child is doing developmentally and what they 

can do at home to help that development. Sitting in on a parent-teacher conference in 

CHLD 392 was very beneficial but I feel like I still need a little more experience like that 

in order to feel completely comfortable. 

After learning about developmentally appropriate practice throughout the years, I 

will be able to apply it to and guide my professional practice in many ways. I now know 

what environments and materials are appropriate for various age groups. For example, in 

a preschool I would not have adult sized tables and chairs, I wouldn’t have chapter books 

for the children to read. Instead, I now know that materials in the environment such as 

chairs and tables need to be children sized. Everything they are able to use should be 

accessible to them and their size and they should have picture books with a small amount 

of writing that they can understand. I also know that every child learns and develops in 

different ways so we can’t compare them to each other and need to have various 
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materials for all types of children. I am now comfortable setting up an environment in a 

way to benefit children’s growth and aid in their well-being. 

Being a life-long learner, I will continue to grow in my understanding of developmental 

contexts by continuing to work in environments, such as preschools, where I am able to 

help facilitate and analyze various environmental contexts.  This will help me better 

understand other ways I can promote children’s well-being and development.  

Assignment 1 

The first assignment I chose that identifies with this SLO is the Parent Conference 

assignment from CHLD 392. For this assignment, I was able to attend a parent 

conference in which a particular child’s environment at school and at home was 

discussed. I was able to see how that child’s behavior at home relates to their behavior at 

school. Strategies that work with this child and that are used at both home and school 

were discussed as well. This assignment also helped show me how to discuss a child’s 

growth and development with a parent. It gave me good practice of what to say and how 

to say it. Lastly, we discussed things in the environment that were intriguing to this 

particular child and what they didn’t seem too interested in and why this might be.  

Assignment 2 

 The second assignment I chose that identifies with this SLO is the Individual 

Child Study from my “Observational Techniques” class (CHLD 251). For this 

assignment I observed one particular child in their environment and recorded their 

psychomotor development, social and emotional development, language and cognitive 

development and gave any recommendations I found that could be helpful. I was able to 

see and observe what was beneficial in the environment for this particular child and how 
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they developed and grew throughout the semester. This assignment was a great start to 

learning how to observe and analyze children in their environment.  


