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Dear Ms. Novak, March 14, 2009

Are you familiar with a locally owned solar installation company helping Corvallis residents and 
businesses answer the question: “how can I go green?” 

The community has consistently shown a commitment to reducing its carbon footprint, and one 
business emerging as a leader of this movement but has received little fanfare is Solar Ki, a solar electric 
installation company developed by long-time resident and community leader Laura Uhler. 

Uhler, who started Solar Ki in 2006, worked in both engineering and management at Hewlett-
Packard since the early 1980s before transitioning to Agilent Technologies in 1999. Upon her resignation 
from Agilent in 2005, Uhler was President of the South Corvallis Food Bank and served on the board of 
Heartland Humane Society and United Way of Linn and Benton Counties. In 2006 she unveiled Solar Ki, 
becoming a licensed contractor, an ally of the Energy Trust of Oregon and a member of the Corvallis 
Independent Business Association. 

Solar Ki recently finished two major installations at both locations of the First Alternative Co-op. 
The 3rd street location now boasts a solar patio that generates clean and renewable power and provides a 
place for cart storage, bike racks and plants. The 29th street location is currently expanding and Solar Ki 
just finished installing 60 feet of solar panels on the south-facing fascia of the new addition.  

Solar Ki would make a fantastic subject for a Gazette-Times feature story for several reasons. 

Uhler just recently completed the solar patio and panels at the First Alternative Co-op and she has 
been a long-time leader in both the corporate and nonprofit sectors of the community. Current financial 
incentives and credits for solar installations offered by the state and federal government have never been 
better. 

The Corvallis Energy Challenge, a year-long sustainability project started in March of 2008, will 
be concluded this spring, and it is important that Corvallis residences and businesses alike continue the 
commitment to utilizing the types of alternative energy sources offered by Solar Ki. 

In this press kit you will find a press release, backgrounder and additional photos and charts 
relating to Solar Ki and solar energy. Please contact Laura Uhler directly at (541) 602-6909 or via email 
at info@solarki.com with any questions about Solar Ki, or visit the website at www.solarki.com. If you 
would like a hard copy of these materials I would be happy to mail you a packet. Thank you so much for 
your time. Laura and I look forward to speaking with you about this dynamic business.

Sincerely,
Lynn Hector
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      March 14, 2009

LONG-TIME CORVALLIS RESIDENT PROVIDES SOLAR ENERGY 
OPTIONS FOR COMMUNITY AND FIRST ALTERNATIVE CO-OP

The First Alternative Co-op’s new solar electric systems, a 320-square-foot solar patio at 
the 3rd street store and 60 feet of solar panels at the 29th street location, were recently installed by 
Solar Ki, a solar energy business initiated by long-time Corvallis resident Laura Uhler. 

Uhler, who started Solar Ki in 2006 and does both commercial and residential 
installations, previously worked in both the corporate and nonprofit areas of Corvallis. An 
electrical engineer and manager at Hewlett-Packard from the early 1980s, she transferred to 
Agilent Technologies in 1999. After leaving Agilent in 2005, Uhler served on the Board of 
United Way of Benton and Linn Counties and Heartland Humane Society and as President of the 
South Corvallis Food Bank. 

“I wanted to use my skills to do something meaningful to me, a physical expression of 
my values” said Uhler. “Given my background in electrical engineering and project 
management, and because my strongest values are centered around the environment, starting a 
company providing solar energy seemed like a good match.” 

The solar electric systems installed by Solar Ki are photovoltaic panels that utilize the 
same technology developed by the space industry. Light falls on the panels and is converted to 
“direct current” electricity which then is converted to “alternating current.” This AC current 
either offsets electrical use or is back-fed into the local electrical grid.  

Uhler sees Corvallis as a great place for solar energy because of its environmental 
consciousness, solar access, net metering arrangements with local utilities and financial savings, 
as well as the economic benefits to the community as a whole.

“Solar energy has positive environmental attributes in that it minimizes fossil fuels, but it 
also helps generate local jobs” said Uhler. “In my installations I hire local architects, structural 
engineering firms, contractors, construction, welders and others to keep dollars in the 
community.”

(more)
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Contrary to popular belief, Oregon has as much solar access as the national average and 
some of the best net metering laws in the country. Net metering allows for the acceptance of 
power into the grid in exchange for a utility credit. The State of Oregon, the Energy Trust of 
Oregon, and the federal government also provide generous incentives and tax credits for 
installing solar electric systems.

Corvallis has already demonstrated a commitment to alternative energy sources as an 
increasing number of residences and businesses have installed solar electric systems. In March of 
2008, Corvallis’ Sustainability Coalition teamed with the Energy Trust of Oregon and began a 
year long campaign, “The Corvallis Energy Challenge,” which helps Corvallis residents use 
energy audits in determining the best way to increase energy efficiency and renewable energy 
opportunities. 

“The solar energy future is very bright” said Uhler. “I think renewable energies, 
particularly those that harvest the sun, are our best option.” She hopes Solar Ki will continue to 
lead the way in reducing Corvallis’ carbon footprint .

For more information contact Solar Ki owner Laura Uhler at (541) 602-6909, 
info@solarki.com or visit the website at http://www.solarki.com

###
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BACKGROUNDER March 14, 2009

LOCAL SOLAR ENERGY BUSINESS HELPS CORVALLIS RESIDENTS AND 
BUSINESSES ACHIEVE SUSTAINABILITY  

Solar Ki, a solar electric company created by previous Hewlett-Packard engineer and 
nonprofit administrator Laura Uhler, has recently completed two commercial installations at both 
locations of the First Alternative Co-op, and is offering solar patios and panels for Corvallis 
businesses and residences alike. 

Uhler worked at Hewlett-Packard for more than 20 years in electrical engineering. After 
leaving the industry, she served on the Board of two nonprofit organizations and acted as 
President of the South Corvallis Food Bank before starting Solar Ki in 2006.

“I think renewable energy is extremely important,” said Uhler, “the sun provides energy 
for most living beings. It is a renewable form of energy in its purest form and it is crucial that we 
begin to limit our usage of fossil fuels.” 

COMBINING OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH A TRUSTED 
TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE ENERGY FOR THE FUTURE 

Uhler obtained a degree in electrical engineering from Northwestern University in 1981, 
and worked for a variety of firms, including Westinghouse and IBM, before accepting an 
engineering position at Hewlett-Packard in Corvallis. She worked as an engineer before 
transitioning into management and transferred to Agilent Technologies in 1999. She worked as a 
program manager at Agilent, leading the Image Censor Program there until she resigned in 2005. 

“At the time, the semiconductor industry had a downturn and I had to layoff or transfer a 
lot of people, and I didn’t have the heart to do that,” said Uhler. “I thought that I would rather 
use my skills to do something good in the world and I took a year to explore my options.” 

In that year, Uhler took a variety of graduate-level business and nonprofit management 
courses at Willamette University and Oregon State University. She provided guidance in creating 
and implementing strategic plans while she was president of the South Corvallis Food Bank and 
as a board member for United Way of Linn and Benton Counties and Heartland Humane Society. 

(more)



Solar Ki/ p. 2 of 3

The solar electric systems used today utilize the same technology developed by the space 
industry. Light falls on the panels and is converted into direct current which then is converted 
into alternating current, through an inverter. That current is supplied to the power panel and is 
either used by the consumer or fed back into the power grid. A credit is provided to the panel 
owner and originator of electricity

According to Uhler, “the solar electric technology we use today is derived from an old 
and well-established technology that has seen many improvements in manufacturing, bringing 
down the cost. These panels could very well be producing power for 50 years or more.”

CURRENT TRENDS MAKE IT THE RIGHT TIME, PLACE AND PRICE FOR 
SOLAR ENERGY

Starting a company from the ground up was easier said than done, said Uhler. She had to 
take a variety of classes, become a licensed, bonded and insured contractor, join the Oregon 
Energy Trust and learn the ways of the construction world, as well as familiarize herself with 
business marketing. But all of the training and education combined with her broad background in 
engineering has helped her create a unique business providing customer-focused service.

“I think that given my extensive background in electrical engineering I do make it easy 
for the customer,” said Uhler. “I take care of the tax credits, the paperwork, the subcontracting. 
My business is customer focused and I think that as an electrical engineer, I can provide some 
creative solutions.”

While starting any business is difficult, current trends in solar access, net metering laws, 
financial incentives and environmental consciousness make Corvallis a prime market for the 
solar electric systems provided by Solar Ki. According to Uhler, “Oregon is a great place for 
panels as there is as much solar access here as the U.S. average. Even though we have rainy 
winters, we have long summers with relatively little cloud cover and mild weather; solar panels 
actually work better when it is not too hot.” 

Oregon also has some of the best net metering laws in the country, she said. Net metering 
provides a credit to be used at a later time by the consumer for power generated by a 
photovoltaic system. 

Currently, huge financial incentives are available for installing both residential and 
commercial solar panels. For residences, the Energy Trust of Oregon provides a credit of $2 per 
Watt up to $10,000 for Pacific Power customers ($2.25/Watt for PGE customers) and an Oregon 
tax credit provides $3 per watt up to $6,000. The federal government offers a credit of 30 percent 
of the net installed cost up to $2000. The initial cost of a standard installation runs anywhere 
from $15,000 to $30,000 and a 3,000 watt system may generate approximately 3,400 kwh 
(kilowatt hours) per year.   

(more)
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Although the upfront cost is typically higher, commercial properties receive even better 
tax credits and incentives that often pay for the system more quickly. The Business Energy Tax 
Credit provides a 50 percent credit off eligible installed systems and the Federal Investment Tax 
Credit provides a 30 percent credit off the system. Oregon Energy Trust incentives run between 
$1.25/watt and $1.50/watt depending on the utility.

“The cost is at a point, with credits and incentives, where it is becoming affordable” said 
Uhler. The added demand has created a surge in the research and development of renewable 
energies, which will bring the cost down even more. In ten years we will see an explosion of new 
products and technologies relating to solar energies.”

A BRIGHT FUTURE LIES AHEAD FOR SOLAR TECHNOLOGY IN 
CORVALLIS

The solar energy systems provided by Solar Ki will not only help Corvallis achieve 
positive levels of sustainability but will also help the local economy.

“Solar energy has positive environmental attributes in that it minimizes fossil fuels, but it 
also helps generate local jobs” said Uhler. “In my installations I hire local architects, structural 
engineering firms, contractors, construction, welders and others and all of that money feeds local 
companies, keeping the dollars in the community.”

Corvallis has seen a steady increase in the number of homes and businesses that utilize 
solar electric systems as an alternate source of energy. The First Alternative Co-op is one recent 
example of a business that decided to demonstrate its commitment to the community and 
environment. Uhler just finished installing a 320-square-foot solar electric patio at the 3rd street 
store and 60 feet of solar panels on the front of the 29th street store’s new addition. 

“The patio was a wonderful option for them [the Co-op] because they wanted clean 
renewable energy, and the patio uses the bifacial panels which capture light from above and 
below” said Uhler. “This project certainly reinforced their values of supporting the environment 
and local businesses. The Co-op leveraged the available tax credits and incentives and because of 
that, the system is largely paid for.” 

As the community becomes more aware of solar energy and its benefits, Uhler hopes that 
Solar Ki can continue leading the way in achieving energy sustainability.

“The solar energy future is very bright” said Uhler. “We have a tremendous need to 
move away from fossil fuel. The new administration is promoting this, and it is vital that our 
current and future generations to have renewable energy.”  

For more information contact Solar Ki owner Laura Uhler at (541) 602-6909, 
info@solarki.com or visit the website at http://www.solarki.com.
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