Philosophy of Education & Teaching Style Statement
My personal philosophy of education lies in the statement is, “Every child deserves to S.M.I.L.E”. The word ‘S.M.I.L.E’ is an acronym that I use to symbolize the various components that make up what I believe every child should receive from their educators.
Firstly, the letter ‘S’ stands for smile, as there is nothing more rewarding in our profession than to see a child’s smile. Their smile is also an everlasting indicator of a teacher’s effort and hard work. Secondly, the letter ‘M’ represents meaningful learning experiences. Whatever we, as teachers, plan for young children, we must always ensure that it should be beneficial to their learning and development. It should have an element of fun and be implemented in various ways (e.g. outdoor lessons). Thirdly, the letter ‘I’ stands for inclusion. This applies to involving parents in children’s education as well as accommodating the learning needs of children with different learning styles and disabilities. Fourthly, the letter ‘L’ stands for love. Each child should be accepted for who they are, in spite of their shortcomings and be treated with respect in the process. Lastly, the letter ‘E’ stands for empower. Each child should be given the opportunity to make their choices in what they want to learn (their interests) and how they want to learn it (their learning styles).
I will be highlighting two significant events that played a major role in influencing my teaching style. One of these events included my field attachments throughout my diploma years. During this period, I was in the beginning stages of developing my style of effective teaching. For me, I frequently referred to John Dewey’s theories as they seem to identify what early childhood educators in Singapore are failing to do today. Dewey (n.d.) stated that teachers should “plan purposeful curriculum” (as cited in Mooney, 2000), whereby children learn something meaningful from lessons. Although it is important to add fun, I always remember to ask myself how the lesson benefits their development and learning. In addition, I also build up on what children already know by sharing their knowledge to help them “make sense of the world” (p.10). If a child were to claim that birds are black, it is our job to step in and create learning experiences for them to show that birds come in different colors. In the process, I discovered how the learning environment can influence children’s motivation to learn as well as assist in classroom management. I was inspired by Maria Montessori’s philosophy of providing child-sized furniture and tools which are in good working condition, which can in turn encourage children’s competency in handling them. Apart from that, I also share the same belief that tools and materials should be made easily available for children in order to encourage independence and autonomy and continue to model this when I am setting up learning centers or carrying out lessons.
My teaching style was then further improved when I went to Sabah to participate in a community outreach project. In this program, I volunteered to teach children English at a primary school at one of the local villages there. Initially it was a challenge because I had the task of adjusting my teaching methods to a classroom which consisted of various age groups (primary 1 to 5), as well as attending to the needs of some children who were diagnosed with dyslexia. Nevertheless, I used this experience as an opportunity to try out differentiated instruction such as having a balance of large group and small group activities and implementing a buddy system. The outcomes turned out positive as every child was able to participate actively in the activities while learning from one another.

As for the children with dyslexia, I would read a story book with them in the library and encourage him or her to read aloud or in a whisper (for the shy ones) to improve their reading by moving their lips while doing so. This particular experience made me realize the importance of having extensive background knowledge of child development. Without it, I do not think I would have been able to provide for the children with dyslexia. Thus, I always make it a point to consistently read literature about child development so that I can provide appropriate learning experiences to meet their needs.
