My philosophy is that children should learn using a “hands on” approach where concrete materials are given for them to explore and construct their own knowledge. My philosophy for young children is strong related to Piaget’s stage of cognitive development whereby children are classified into 4 different stages, namely, sensorimotor stage, preoperational stage, concrete operational stage as well as former operation stage. Huitt, W., & Hummel, J. cited Piaget (1928) that children in the preoperational stage are unable to conceptualize abstractly and needs concrete materials in order to learn. Therefore, concrete materials will help children learn better as they are able to see and touch the objects.

As a child, I remembered being taught in a structured classroom where we were seated right in front of the board and lessons was all about listening to t the teacher. I remembered that the class schedule was filled with lessons and play was never part of it. Play, to us, was a luxury as we were allowed to play with the toys that the teacher provides only when we had completed our worksheets for the day. In addition, I remembered being given homework filled with worksheets and writing exercises on a daily basis. School to me was a torture rather than joy and I had never enjoyed school during my preschool days. This bad experience affected me and made me want to make a differences to children’s learning as I feel that school should be a place whereby children learn and have fun in.

Before I started my practicum, I used to have the perception that children are like sponge and teachers are like water. I used to think that the only way whereby children acquire knowledge is through the teacher whereby she passes her knowledge (water) for children to absorb.

However, my perceptions changed when I started my field practicum. During my practicum, I observed that there are changes in the preschool environment, teaching methodology and curriculum. Children no longer absorbs passively like my era. In fact, children are capable of constructing their knowledge through interactions and exploration with concrete materials and their peers. Hence, instead of directing children’s learning, I feel that teacher should take on the role of a facilitator and ensure that children are given the opportunity to construct their own knowledge by setting up learning centers with concrete and engaging materials to facilitate children’s learning. 

During my field practicum, I realized that education is not about passing on facts and knowledge to children but rather, a journey that equips children with essential life skills to prepare them for the future. Therefore, I feel that teachers should not assess a child based on his academic achievement but rather his development on the different domains as the focus of education is not on the outcome or children’s academic achievement but rather the process of their learning journey. 

 I observed that children are all special and they learn differently. Some children might be more or less developed in certain areas as compared to other children. Therefore, besides setting up learning centers with a variety of engaging and concrete materials, I would ensure that the materials are of different difficulty level so that it can meet the child’s needs to prevent the child from being frustrated when they find that the activity is too difficult for them. In addition, I would ensure that there are adequate learning centers of different areas so that children will be given freedom to choose where and what they want to work with.

Lastly, I learnt that parents play a part in children’s education by being actively involved in the child’s learning process. Parents can help reinforce the knowledge that is being taught in school through the take home activity kit provided by the teachers.


In conclusion, I feel that in order to ensure that I follow my philosophy, I have to put in extra effort to get parents involved through the take home activity kit. Also, in order to follow my philosophy, I have to set up learning centers of different subject areas and ensure adequate engaging and concrete materials for children to construct their own knowledge. 
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