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Katimavik and Driving for Change  

 

Katimavik is a youth volunteer organization for young Canadians ages 17-21 and until recently 

was fully funded by the Canadian government. Katimavik was founded in 1977 and was the 

brain child of former Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau and then Senator Jacques Hébert.  

 

The point of the venture was to bring young Canadians from all walks of life and every part of 

the country together so as to ensure that our youth learn and fully understand our culture and 

what it means to be Canadian as well as instill in them of sense of belonging, community and 

leadership. The program teaches everything from healthy living and environmentalism to travel 

and culture. Katimavik has provided countless young Canadians with a sense of purpose and 

community and bred a multitude of success stories.  

 

On top of what Katimavik does for its participants, it also does so much for thousands of 

communities across the country. The participants, who travel to two or three different provinces 

during their time in the program, fully integrate into the communities they live in and also 

volunteer 40 hours a week to local non-profit organizations and other business’ such as schools, 

old age homes, The Salvation Army, and so much more. Many of these organizations have had 

Katimavik participants working with them for years and depend on the help the participants 

provide.  

 

In March 2012 the Harper government cut Katimavik’s funding from the Federal Budget 

claiming it wasn’t worth the money. That’s where Driving for Change comes in. The campaign 

is run by Katimavik alumni who believe in the program and the benefits it delivers to our youth 

and our country. The campaign aims reinstate Katimavik’s funding and create legislation that 

will ensure the program a permanent place in the federal budget regardless of party in power.  


