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A photographer’s passion 
A discussion with Nikita France of Nikita France Photography 

Amy Wormstone  

 

It’s a beautiful February afternoon, the sun is high, the air is warm, and the sunlight 

beaming off the freshly fallen snow lightly blanketing the forest floor dances playfully between 

the trees. The conditions are perfect and Nikita France wastes no time taking advantage of the 

gorgeous spectacle. France is a photographer and nothing delights her more than turning a 

remarkable vision, such as this, into a lasting memory. Armed with camera in hand, her Nikon 

D90, France walks excitedly, quietly, stopping every few seconds to snap a picture. Only the 

sound of her shutter breaks the silence.  

 

France is in this forest on this particular day preparing for upcoming shoots –  

scouting locations that will make for exquisite backdrops to the people that come to her looking 

to capture a moment in time with their friends and loved ones.  

 

France’s love for shooting outdoors probably stems from the many hours she spent 

adventuring as a child growing up in Brampton, Ontario – the city in which she still resides and 

where almost a year ago, her dream of owning her own photography business finally came to be.  

 

“It sort of happened on impulse,” laughs France. “I wish I could say hours of preparation 

went into drafting a business plan but that’s not really how it happened. I’d always wanted to do 

it and so last summer I just decided to go for it. I went out and bought my camera, set up a 

website and just hoped that some business would come in.”  

 

France chuckles when she states that in the beginning she was, “giving shoots away like 

free lap dances.”  

 

However, nearly a year later, she can confidently say that business is steadily picking up 

pace. With a number of shoots under her belt and a proven product to show prospective clients, 

primarily via social media sites, it looks like Nikita France Photography is slowly gaining 

momentum.  

 

 France allowed me the honour of delving into her personal portfolio and what I saw was 

certainly something to talk about. France’s photographs are resplendent representations of her 

subjects, beautifully awash with colour and vibrancy. You can tell that both her and her subjects 

are having so much fun when they are on these shoots. On top of that though, she appears to 

have an uncanny knack for capturing the truth in people. Candid photos that paint pictures so 

moving, so real, that it’s difficult to look away. You simply want to keep looking, keep searching 

for every hidden secret she’s captured with her lens.  
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France primarily photographs people – families, newborns, weddings, etc. although she 

has a personal interest in landscape photography as well. I asked her why she preferred people 

over any other subject. 

 

 “To me, the most beautiful moments are when people are involved,” France explains. “I 

like things that move. It’s great to capture those in between moments when people are posing 

and moving out of pose. You can’t really capture that with scenery or wildlife.”  

 

 “I also love shooting in natural light over anything else,” she adds. “Everybody looks 

good in it. Plus, there’s usually no need to set anything up, like there is in a studio.”  

 

 As I was flipping through her photographs, one thing really struck me – all her subjects 

seem so at ease. I wondered how she managed this, seeing as most non-professionals become 

uncomfortable in front of the camera when it is in the setting of a professional shoot.  

 

 “I usually reassure them that they look good. Or whenever they are doing something that 

is working, I compliment them,” she says. “Letting them know they don’t look as awkward as 

they might feel, which is usually the case for most people who aren’t models.”  

 

 France clearly builds an excellent rapport with all of her clients, many return and all 

speak highly of her, recommending her to friends and family. Word of mouth plays a large part 

in garnering business.  

 

It’s always wonderful to see someone making a passion come alive and France does it 

with such ease. She discussed with me what she loves most about photography.  

 

“Being able to capture a moment in time, from my own perspective and freezing it, and 

shape it the way I want through editing, cropping, photo composition and so forth.”  

 

It’s amazing that so much or so little of a story can be told just by the way the 

photographer chooses to edit, and France has no problem admitting that that is her favourite part 

of the whole process is – getting on her beloved Mac and manipulating the picture to best 

represent both her vision and that of the clients.  

 

 For now Nikita France Photography is only a side business for France and although she 

is happy to keep it that way she doesn’t oppose the thought of someday making it a full-time 

career. Regardless though of whether that ever comes to be, we should all hope that Nikita 

France Photography is here for the long haul because there are so many more beautiful 

memories left to be captured and I for one can think of no better person to capture those 

moments.  

 

For more information on Nikita France Photography, or to book a shoot, visit: 

www.nikitafrancephotography.com or search “Nikita France Photography” on Facebook.  

http://www.nikitafrancephotography.com/

