Philosophy of education and teaching style statement
I believe that it is critical for teachers to create a supportive learning environment that is sensitive to each child’s needs and strength, which could in turn promote their physical, intellectual, emotional and social development. I believe that a supportive and developmentally appropriate environment should be one that provides a safe, secure yet challenging space for children. In addition, the environment should contain resources, which are appropriate, well-maintained and accessible for all children.


In Piaget’s theory, it is based on the idea that the developing child builds cognitive structure for understanding and responding to physical experiences within his or her environment. In addition, in Vygotsky’s theory, it claimed that instruction is most efficient when students engage in activities within a supportive learning environment. Therefore I believe that in order to nurture the growth of the child, environment plays a supportive role in shaping their learning and well-being.


I believe that children are able to create meaningful learning experiences that would involve them in critical thinking and problem-solving skills when they interact in a supportive learning environment. This can be achieved when teachers carefully arrange the classroom space and provide materials that challenge, validate, and promote learning and interactions.


I believe that the environment is an ongoing process- one that requires changes. Therefore in order for children to create meaningful and challenging learning experiences in the classroom, teachers have to constantly plan and make changes to the existing environment that could meet the needs of the children. For instance, to accommodate to the different learning styles of the children, teachers could design a number of learning corners that cater to their needs. For bodily- kinesthetic learners, teachers could create a corner with activities that requires movement and action. As for linguistic learners, teachers could include activities in the learning corner that require children to write or speak.


Finally I believe that the environment also plays a crucial role in reaching the needs of children with disabilities. For instance, for children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, teachers could have clear delineation boundaries in the classroom to help the children to stay on task.


If children were plants, I would say the environment would be the root. As the fundamental support of a plant, the root provides a safe and secure condition for the child to explore and make sense of the world around them.
