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Driving for Change hits the road 
 

VANCOUVER, Sept. 18, 2012/CNW – Driving for Change, a new initiative created in hopes of 

resurrecting the now defunct Katimavik youth program, hit the road today. The cross Canada 

tour launched in Vancouver amidst a crowd of on-lookers and supporters eager to make their 

voices heard and see Katimavik’s budget reinstated.  

 

During the next six months, the Driving for Change tour will pass through hundreds of towns 

and cities across Canada, in hopes of garnering enough support and attention to overturn recent 

budget decisions and have Katimavik’s funding reinstated in the 2013 federal budget. The tour 

will make its last stop at Parliament Hill in Ottawa on March 20.  

 

“I was completely devastated when I heard the news about the budget cuts,” says Driving for 

Change campaign coordinator, Amy Wormstone. “I am a Katimavik alumnus and proud of the 

work the program does. As soon as I heard, I knew I had to come up with some sort of action 

plan to get the funding back.”  

 

Katimavik is a youth volunteer organization for young Canadians ages 17-21. The program was 

founded in 1977 and was the brain child of former Prime Minister, Pierre Elliott Trudeau and 

then Senator, Jacques Hébert, and until recently was fully funded by the Canadian government. 

Last March the Conservative Government completely cut Katimavik’s funding from the federal 

budget.  

 

“Katimavik has always been a program that encourages Canadian youth to get involved and give 

back to their country,” says Liberal leadership candidate Justin Trudeau. “Our current 

government doesn’t seem too concerned with the development of our young people.”  

 

While Driving for Change’s primary goal at the moment is ensuring Katimavik’s funding is 

reinstated into the 2013 federal budget, the campaign also consists of creating new legislation 

that will guarantee the program has a permanent place in the federal budget regardless of party in 

power.  

 

About Driving for Change 
Driving for Change is a Canadian-based campaign to raise awareness of the bill that will secure 

permanent funding for Katimavik in the federal budget. The campaign, run primarily by 

Katimavik alumni, focuses on a six-month cross Canada tour to build awareness about 

Katimavik and its importance for Canadian youth and culture. The bus will travel to secret 

locations beginning mid-September 2012 in Vancouver and ending early March 2013 in Ottawa.  
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For more information contact:  

Amy Wormstone – Campaign Coordinator  

Ph. 613-555-8470  •  Fax. 613-555-8471  •  Email: awormstone@drivingforchange.on.ca 


