
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Borough President Markowitz 

 

From:   Eric Fleischman  

 

Date:  April 15, 2003 

 

Subject: Department of Finance/Department of Environmental Protection  

Tax Lien Outreach Session  

TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2003 

6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. (BEST TIME 6:30 – 6:45 P.M.) 

BOROUGH HALL, ROTUNDA  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

At the request of the NYC Department of Finance (DOF), you will host a presentation 

and tax lien and water/sewer outreach session, co-sponsored by the DOF, NYC Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) and your office on Tuesday, April 15
th

.  The purpose of this 

session is for you to facilitate, along with the DOF and DEP, a chance for homeowners with tax 

liens to obtain what they need to know so that they can reduce their tax burden, learn where they 

can go for assistance, understand how to quickly access the information that they need, know 

their tax obligations, rights and responsibilities to the city, pay their tax bills or make payment 

arrangements at the tax lien and water/sewer outreach session on real estate taxes and/or sewer 

charges owed.  This will also be an opportunity for you to greet Brooklyn homeowners who are 

having difficulty paying their real estate taxes and/or water and sewer charges and may be in 

jeopardy of foreclosing on their homes.   

 

You sent invitations to the owners of one- to three-family homes and condominiums with 

three units or less, who were identified on a list by the DOF as having outstanding tax liens 

and/or water or sewer charges with the DOF and/or DEP.  Approximately 50-60 households, 

including 140 individuals are expected to attend.  Between 5:30-6:30 p.m., homeowners are 

expected to register, partake in light refreshments and begin meeting with DOF and DEP 

customer service representatives in the Rotunda, First Floor Community Room and Second Floor 

Balcony, who will assist them with real estate and water/sewer payments and problems.  At 6:25 

p.m., DOF and DEP staff will break from their tax lien and water/sewer outreach sessions with 

homeowners and seat individuals in the Rotunda, so that they can hear the presentation.   

 

At approximately 6:10 p.m. you may wish to come out to the Rotunda to briefly greet 

DEP Commissioner Christopher Ward who will not be able to stay for the presentation due to a 

conflict in his schedule. 

 

The best time for you to arrive is 6:30 p.m. in the Rotunda for a brief 15-minute 

presentation by you and other guest speakers.  You will offer greetings and brief remarks 

(attached) and then introduce DOF Commissioner Martha E. Stark, who will also offer greetings 

and brief remarks.  When Ms. Stark is done, you will introduce DEP Deputy Commissioner of 

Customer Service Denise Richardson.  At the conclusion of the presentation, the tax outreach 

session by the DOF and DEP will continue until all registered homeowners have met with 

customer service representatives.  



 

 

 

Approximately 30 DEP and DOF staff will be on-hand to assist homeowners.   

 

Your office will provide light refreshments for this event.   

 

Andy Ross did a press advisory on this event as did the DOF. 

 

Special Events and Planning and Development staff will set-up tables and chairs and 

refreshments. 

 

 DOF and DEP are providing approximately 20 computers with wiring and will be 

assisted with technical set-up by MIS staff. 

 

A microphone and podium will be available in the Rotunda. 

 

Jon Benguiat, Richard Bearak and Eric Fleischman will attend this meeting and be 

available to assist you, DOF and DEP staff. 

 

 You may want to walk around and “schmooze” with participants. 

 

cc: Michael Burke, Jon Benguiat, Carolyn Greer, Richard Bearak and Eva Silverberg 
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Good evening. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for coming out tonight to 

attend this very important tax lien and water and sewer 

outreach session.  Many of your concerns will be addressed 

this evening by representatives of the Departments of 

Finance and Environmental Protection.  
 

Tonight’s tax lien presentation and outreach session will 

provide a chance for you to resolve outstanding issues that 

you may have with either or both agencies.  

 

I recognize that these are very difficult financial times.  

Unemployment is at record levels.  The cost of everything 

from food to electricity, and from transportation to utilities 

has soared. 

 

 On top of this, the fiscal crisis has forced the city to 

raise real estate taxes by more than eighteen percent. 
 

I am also aware that these increases and higher 

assessments have added confusion and anxiety to a process 

that is already difficult for many people to accept.  Now, 

more than ever, it is important that taxpayers understand 

more than just the basics of their tax payment obligations to 

the city.  Tonight you will learn more about how you can 

resolve your tax and water and sewer problems.   
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Your participation is not only an opportunity for you to 

resolve your debts, but to contribute to the economic health 

of Brooklyn.  Payment of real estate taxes owed as well as 

water and sewer charges will help to lower the rate of 

property tax delinquencies and lien sales, which are 

indicators of either the strength or weakness of the 

borough’s housing stock.   

  

You may not know this, but unfortunately in 2001, 

Brooklyn was the second highest borough in the city next to 

Manhattan, with close to an eight percent tax delinquency 

rate for Class one properties. 

 

Since 1996, New York City has been selling property tax 

liens to try to encourage delinquent property owners to pay 

their arrears.  Everyone here should understand that non-

payment of a sold tax lien could eventually lead to 

foreclosure of your property.  Please be aware that for those 

of you who have Class one properties, there must be a 

property tax delinquency of three years or more for the lien 

sale to take place.   

 

Homeowners need to understand their rights, 

responsibilities and options with the Departments of Finance 

and Environmental Protection.  They also need to know how 

they can reduce their tax burden, where they can go for 

assistance and how to quickly access the information that 

they need. 
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 I strongly encourage everyone here tonight to work with 

these agencies to resolve your problems.  

  

At this time, I would like to introduce the sponsors of 

tonight’s outreach session, who, without their support and 

initiative, this very important event would not have 

happened. 

 

At this point, you may wish to introduce Ms. Martha Stark, 

Commissioner of the NYC Department of Finance, who will 

offer some brief remarks. 
  
(When Ms. Stark is done): 

 

Thank you Commissioner Stark. 

 

At this point, introduce Ms. Denise Richardson, Deputy 

Commissioner, Bureau of Customer Service, NYC Department 

of Environmental Protection, who may wish to say a few words.  

 

(When Ms. Richardson is done): 

 

Thank you Deputy Commissioner Richardson. 

 

 At this point you may wish to introduce your staff: Jon 

Benguiat, Richard Bearak, Eric Fleischman, who will be 

coordinating activities with DOF and DEP during the evening. 
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 (After you have introduced staff): 
 

I would like to thank everyone for attending and I hope 

that your problems and concerns are adequately addressed 

this evening. 

 
 


