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Deciphering the Road to Power

When it comes to examining the overall role of leadership in literature, and characters who find a means to power; the protagonist is always who comes to mind first. 

Characters such as Gilgamesh, who found himself crafted into a natural born leader, found his means to power by transitioning into a dictator,

“QUOTE HERE”

Gilgamesh is a prime example of a leader who finds his strength innate, but he doesn’t tap into his full potential, or maximum power until he is faced with the challenge of another individual who contains comparable characteristics. Based off of the surface, the reader assumes that Gilgamesh has already accepted his road to power, but in reality he hasn’t. When a person is born and crafted into a certain role, that is all that they know and all that they have to grow off of. When a person is already given power, they still will find ways to develop a new means to authority, when challenged by others who have the same or greater potential as them. When Enkidu arrives in Uruk, Gilgamesh feels immediately threatened by his presence and finds himself struggling to maintain his composure, and most importantly his land.  

“QUOTE BOUT ENKIDU AND HIS STATURE” 

After Gilgamesh defines his friendship with Enkidu and tragically looses him in a battle we see this same natural born leader displaying signs of weakness, signs that he is terrified by the thought of his own death. 

“The paths going up to and down from the forest of cedars

All mourn you: the weeping does not end day or night.” 

The sorrow Gilgamesh is experiencing in relation to Enkidus death allows the reader to experience a leader who is being transformed, into a more human like individual which is a conflicting view in relation to his dominate supernatural stature. The thought of death, and the after life and sorrow that comes along with those thoughts Gilgamesh feels in relation to the passing of Enkidu propel him into finding an answer to eternal life and expanding his overall thought process. During his quest Gilgamesh denies self and all the luxuries, which accompany his title. Once Gilgamesh returns back to Uruk he is in turn a better king, , because he has found himself and a true means to power which is different from his original purpose and creation. 

Characters such as, Scheherazadea from The Thousand and One Nights, have a more obvious understated role with minimal authority. Partially because she is a woman, and the only means to power for women at the time were expressed through sexual acts and deeds. Secondly she is dealing with Shahryar’s baggage, and has come to the realization that, if she doesn’t find a way to take power or control in the relationship then her life is at stake. 

“INSERT QUOTE HERE”

Scheherazadea uses her knowledge, wit and charisma to coax the king into preserving her life. She sets herself apart from the other wives he’s had because of her ability to seduce him mentally, which is contradictory to normal female roles. Her knowledge and story telling allows her to survive as his mistress for One Thousand and One Nights and propel the king into making her his queen and the bearer of his children. Her story differs from Gilgamesh in the sense that it stemmed from an underlying master/slave message, but she eventually transitions into becoming the King’s equal. Her common place in society makes her relatable from the beginning where as the reader doesn’t relate to Gilgamesh until Enkidu dies. In spite of the chaos and frantic situation Scheherazadea finds herself in, her story is still optimistic for young women, it implies the fact that knowledge vs. sexuality is a greater means to power, which can withstand all and knock down barriers.

Beowulf, who is the protagonist in the story Beowulf who is a mere mortal known for his strength and ambition. Although Beowulf is admired by the locals he has not yet acquired any sense of concrete or definite power, that is until he defeats the demon Grendel.

“Beowulf’s doings were praised over and over again… Nowhere… was there anyone better to raise a shield or to rule a kingdom, “ (Norton 1650).

 Once Beowulf defeats Grendel his heroism is exploited and appreciated. He then receives instant gratification, which led ultimately to the throne. His journey to power would seem most similar to Gilgamesh, because of their similar characteristics of strength and courageousness, but in reality he is most like Scheherazadea. Both characters social status relate because they come from a common place and are elevated into royalty based on their ability to impress their audiences.

“[Beowulf] you have made yourself immortal by your glorious action,” (Norton 1652). 

These actions are the common characteristic, which allow Beowulf to be admired and claim the throne.

Although all three protagonists have differing backgrounds they all have one thing in common, they have all used their characteristics and innate capabilities to propel their original position in society and place them on the threshold of their peers. It is safe to conclude that in order to find a way to power, one must prove him or herself valuable to the overall entity which is their society. All three characters find ways to do just this in various forms. By implementing their tactics the reader can use these same steps to acquire a form of power in his or her life. Most lasting relationships are formed when an individual or an entity of the whole can prove that their worth or services are in exchangeable and valuable beyond surface level intention. 

