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E
very time I look out the 
conference room window 
here on the fourth fl oor of 

Lorch Hall, I can see the progress 
on our new building, Weill Hall. 
We’re now in the fi nal planning 
stages for our August move, and 
I’ve been thinking a great deal 
about what it will mean for the 
School to have our own very visible 
building.

When we move into Weill 
Hall at the end of this summer, 
we’ll be moving from three loca-
tions into one. For the fi rst time 
in a number of years, we’ll all be 
together: faculty, administrative 
staff, student services, and research 
staff — no longer requiring a walk 
across campus, but simply a stroll 
down the hall or up the steps. 

Having our own building will 
also mean no more borrowing space 
from other schools. We’ll have our 
own classrooms and seminar spaces, 
complete with the latest technol-
ogy: live internet video, broadcast 
television, and other rich media. 
Will anyone miss room 473 in 
Lorch Hall? Up-to-date distance 
learning technology will open up 
exciting new possibilities for speakers, 
conferences, and programming 
formerly hampered by travel require-
ments. And remember the conference 
room 450 in Lorch Hall, where 
everybody had to stand up and move 
their chairs when someone wanted 
to open the door to enter or leave? 
It’ll be history!

We’ll have our own public 
spaces as well. Weill Hall provides 

comfortable spots for students to 
hang out and interact informally, as 
well as rooms for formal receptions 
and events. And those of you who 
always thought that a student lounge 
consists of two couches at the end 
of the hallway? Come see the new 
graduate student lounge. 

As anyone driving 
past the corner of State 
and Hill Streets can 
attest, our new building 
is hard to miss. Thanks 
to Weill Hall, the Ford 
School will gain height-
ened public visibility 
on campus and in Ann 
Arbor. We are the gate-
way building to the 
University’s Central Campus, and 
everybody will know where we’re 
located. It’s a symbol of our height-
ened national and international 
visibility as the Ford School. Even as 
the building highlights our unique 
contribution to the present and future 
of the U-M, its red brick architec-
ture with limestone touches — 
refl ective of the Michigan Union or 
the League — places it fi rmly within 
the University’s tradition. 

Perhaps most importantly, the 
building will be a terrifi c asset in the 
recruitment of faculty and students. 
While our alumni, faculty, and cur-
rent student body demonstrated an 
admirable ability to look beyond 
the physical in recognizing the Ford 
School’s attributes, future recruits 
will be spared that particular test.

The benefi ts of Weill Hall are 
clear. So now my thoughts turn to 
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the enormous responsibility we have to 
use our new space well. If we continue 
business as usual, doing exactly what 
we do now only in more comfortable 
surroundings, we will miss out on an 
extraordinary opportunity. I’m looking 
forward to discovering the ways our 
new space, closer proximity, up-to-date 
technology, and greater visibility will 
allow us to work together to expand 
all our activities, and think outside the 
set of possibilities that our limited 
space has necessitated for a long time. 

Needless to say, I am eagerly antic-
ipating the building dedication on 
Friday, October 13, 2006, and hope 
to have as many alumni and friends 
of the Ford School as possible with us 
that day.

I’m very pleased to announce 
that we’ve received fi nal approval for 
two new programs long in the works, 
which will utilize our expanded space. 
The fi rst is our new BA in public 
policy, created under the direction of 
Professor John Chamberlin and slated 
to bring a select group of undergradu-
ates to the Ford School beginning 
in the fall of 2007. See page 5 for 
a detailed description of the program. 
The second new program is our gra-
duate certifi cate in science and tech-
nology policy, which will provide a 
way for graduate students in science 

and engineering — as well as law, med-
icine, business, and other disciplines — 
to explore the way scientifi c advances 
will challenge policy makers with 
new problems and possibilities. Many 
thanks to Shobita Parthasarathy and 
Jim Duderstadt for all their hard work 
in developing this program. 

Finally, we just fi nished this year’s 
commencement ceremony. The April 
29 event was the usual wonderful cele-
bration. Carl Simon was elected to 
serve as faculty speaker; he’s chosen 
about every third year, evidence of 
his enduring popularity at the Ford 
School. I was delighted to welcome 
Commencement speaker Douglas 
Holtz-Eakin, director of the Maurice 
R. Greenberg Center for Geoeconomic 
Studies and the Paul A. Volcker Chair 
in International Economics at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. Dr. 
Holtz-Eakin recently stepped down as 
the sixth director of the Congressional 
Budget Offi ce after a four-year term. 
Dr. Holtz-Eakin has a long-standing 
and broad interest in the economics 
of public policy, and his charge to the 
graduating class of MPPs was a high-
light of the day. 

It is always with great anticipation 
that I watch our graduates step out 
of the Ford School and into the world. 
I’ve already heard about a number 
of great jobs that this year’s class has 
accepted. I hope all of our alums will 
come back for a visit in our new build-
ing, and tell us about how their careers 
are unfolding. 

 Ford School 
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Letter from the Dean continued 

Even as the building highlights 
our unique contribution to 
the present and future of the 
U-M, its red brick architec-
ture with limestone touches — 
refl ective of the Michigan 
Union or the League — 
places it fi rmly within the 
University’s tradition.
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David Thacher Explores 
the Possibility

T      
 he case study is a cornerstone 
 of research in contemporary 
social science. Typically, social 

scientists use case studies to identify 
causal relationships — to explain why 
people and institutions behave the way 
they do. But what if a case study could 
also help us to clarify our values — to 
understand whether a commonly held 
societal value was really a value worth 
holding on to? That is the fascinating 
subject of David Thacher’s paper, “The 
Normative Case Study,” published 
in the American Journal of Sociology in 
May of this year.

The use of this approach to case 
study research — the normative case 
study — to get people thinking about 
societal norms is an idea that is not yet 
widely accepted. According to Rebecca 
Blank, dean of the Ford School, “David’s 
thinking on this subject is the most 
path-breaking work going on today 
in the intersection of ethics and public 
management.” Thacher’s novel philo-
sophical work on the normative case 
study is considered an important intel-
lectual contribution by the Ford School 
faculty and was one of the reasons 
for his recent promotion to tenured 
associate professor at the University. 

“The Normative Case Study” is a 
scholarly, methodically laid out argu-
ment aimed primarily at other academics. 
Thacher draws on the tenets of ethical 
reasoning to explain the notion of the 
normative case study and make his argu-
ment for its legitimacy. As one might 
expect, discussions of “value rationality,” 
“thick ethical concepts,” and “refl ective 
equilibrium” can be rather heavy going 
for the general reader. Yet within this 
learned, dispassionate treatise is an 
idea with the power to shape public 
policy at its most fundamental level.   

The core argument is this. Social 
scientists have long recognized that 
ethics help set the agenda for social 
science, but the idea persists that social 
science can contribute little or nothing 
to ethics. The normative case study 
challenges that idea by claiming that 
social science can make fundamental 
contributions to decisions about val-
ues. Unlike explanatory case studies, 
the normative case study contributes 
to normative theory — to views about 
the ideals and obligations we should 
accept and the things that are intrinsi-
cally valuable to us. While explanatory 
case studies sometimes try to describe 
the values their subjects hold, the nor-
mative case study is more prescriptive: 
it tries to convince its readers that 
they should change the way they think 
about their values. It assumes that we 
can make better judgments about val-
ues by refl ecting on actual cases, and 
that such refl ection is in fact indispens-
able for ethical growth. 

Thacher supports his view by con-
necting it with well-established tenets 
of ethical reasoning, the most widely 
endorsed of which is John Rawls’s con-
cept of “refl ective equilibrium.” This is 
the idea that we try to bring our set of 
convictions into harmony by thinking 
about the implications each conviction 
has for the others. As individuals and 
as members of a group, each of us holds 
a set of convictions about our plans 
and values. These convictions do not 
stand independently, but are entangled 
with one another like the strands of a 
web, and ethical refl ection is a matter 
of constantly examining these inter-
connections in search of confl icts and 
inconsistencies. If one of our convic-
tions confl icts with another, we must 
refl ect on each of them, and then revise 
or even discard a conviction in order 
to bring the web back into harmony. 
This is where the role of case study 
research comes in. The best normative 
cases would be ones that challenge our 

established ideals. When we look at the 
evidence they present, we realize we 
must make judgments that are either 
new to our existing set of convictions 
or confl ict with them in some way. 
The tension that results is a creative 
tension: it stimulates us to think more 
deeply about what our values really are. 

Thacher may be seen as swim-
ming upstream in a time when an 
unwavering surety in one’s convictions 
has been touted as an asset, and chang-
ing one’s thinking about public policy 
matters based on integration of new 
information is sometimes characterized 
as fl ip-fl opping. Subtle, complex rea-
soning often loses out to predictable, 
polarized rhetoric in the public sphere. 
Can social scientists, 
who typically describe 
what is, shift to talk-
ing about what ought 
to be? And if they do, 
will their views be 
heard? Thacher points 
out that there are 
plenty of people giv-
ing their views on 
what we as a society 
should value — from 
philosophers on presi-
dential advisory boards, 
to religious leaders 
and even writers of 
self-help books. He 
believes that adding an empirical 
component to value judgments in the 
form of a crisp, compelling description 
people can recognize and relate to 
can make a persuasive argument. In 
fact, social science’s great skill is in 
documenting real social life in all its 
complexity, and these descriptions 
can make an important contribution 
to dialogue about social values.        

One such description Thacher 
cites was made by Jane Jacobs in her 
seminal 1961 book, The Death and 
Life of the Great American Cities. The 
book used case study material about 

Could a Case Study Change 
the Way We Think About Our Values?

David Thacher



4 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––University of Michigan Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy

New York City and other urban areas 
to criticize the values underlying 
the profession of urban planning. In 
particular, Jacobs argued that urban 
planners at the beginning of the ’60s 
neglected to address the quality of every-
day life while pursuing too-narrowly 
focused aesthetic ideals. To support her 
argument, she offered what Thacher 
terms normative case material: com-
pelling descriptions of urban living 
that clearly defi ne exactly what it is we 
fi nd valuable about city life. Via now-
famous vignettes describing daily life 
in New York City’s Greenwich Village, 
Jacobs identifi ed several intrinsically 
valuable qualities of urban life, among 
them vitality, exuberance, and daily 
opportunities for pleasant sociability 
that protect true privacy by not 
demanding a more committed entan-
glement. Her observations went on to 
have an important infl uence on urban 
planning throughout the twentieth 
century by giving planners new ideas 
about what people valued in cities. 

(After a long life of critical writing and 
community activism, Jacobs died on 
April 25 of this year at the age of 89.) 
For Thacher, this is a simple example 
of how a normative case study can 
infl uence values.    

Citing his own research, Thacher 
gives other examples of the ways that 
normative case studies could play out 
in public policy. “Case studies of com-
munity policing reform may deepen our 
understanding of how police should 
hold themselves accountable to local 
communities, and call attention to the 
necessary contradictions in the police 
mandate, while case analysis of order 
maintenance policing can clarify the 
intrinsic importance of police efforts 

to control neighborhood disorder.” 
Of course, different people may 

disagree about the answer to normative 
questions, but Thacher points out that 
disagreement is hardly unusual in the 
sciences, where even facts themselves 
can inspire controversy. Shying away 
from diffi cult discussions of values, or 
accepting disagreements about values 
as intractable, creates a paralysis that 
cannot benefi t anyone. 

Thacher, who received a PhD in 
public policy from MIT and has been 
teaching at the Ford School since 1999, 
began developing his line of reasoning 
regarding the normative case study 
while conducting his extensive research 
in the fi eld of criminal justice. As he puts 
it, “I spend a lot of time riding around 
in police cars.” While the criminal justice 
system has made great strides in reduc-
ing the incidence of serious crime, 
Thacher argues that a focus on crime 
rate alone is too narrow, and believes 
that it is important to examine a range 
of goals in determining the success of 
crime control strategies, including due 
process, retribution, and equity. It is a 
topic he also explores in his elective 
course, Thinking About Crime.

Thacher is well aware of a certain 
trouble in explaining his more abstract 
work, even to those in the policy world. 
“The easy route is just to say ‘I study 
crime,’ the harder route is to try to 
explain the philosophical work I’ve tried 
to do, which may or may not make 
sense except to other academics.”

Certainly he makes a great deal of 
sense to his students, who crowd into 
even his 8:30 am classes. Thacher has 
taught two of the Ford School’s core 
classes since 1999: Values, Ethics, and 
Public Policy; and Public Manage-
ment. A devoted teacher, he has been 
known to bring daily coffee for his early 
morning students, and spark discussions 
by playing music — loudly. Their atten-
tion (and admiration) are further cap-
tured by his unique fashion sense, which 
can include coordinating his jacket, 
shirt, and tie in a single primary color 

(red and green are particular favorites). 
“He is an Intellectual — note the capital 
I,” says one of his former GSIs. “He 
would draw parallels between Hegel’s 
dialectic and rather mundane manage-
ment readings. He was really good at 
drawing different disciplines together 
in his teaching to maximize the ways 
the class could learn to think about 
problems. I think he is an important 
part of what makes the Ford School a 
great place to learn.”   

This year Thacher added to his list 
of accomplishments an invitation to 
spend next year as a visiting scholar 
at the Russell Sage Foundation in New 
York City. The Russell Sage Founda-
tion is an organization devoted to 
improving the social effectiveness of 
social research. Thacher won the highly 
competitive appointment with a pro-
posal to write a book on policy research 
and the effect it can have on policy 
ideas. Thacher is happily anticipating 
his time in New York City. “I love city 
life and good restaurants,” he said, 
adding “the Russell Sage Foundation 
has put together a very interesting mix 
of people for the visiting scholar pro-
gram, and I look forward to getting to 
know them and their work.” On the 
downside, his wife Jill Thacher, a land 
use planner for Livingston County, won’t 
be able to leave her work behind for 
the entire year, but does plan to spend 
several chunks of time in New York. 

If Thacher’s New York City 
kitchen is as small as most in that city, 
he may have to adjust the techniques 
he uses for another of his interests: fi ne 
cooking. He and his wife cook most 
nights, and on a recent spring evening 
entertained friends with a gourmet 
menu including haddock in rice paper 
wrapping with a shallot-soy sauce, and 
strawberry soup for dessert. That sounds 
like a great idea that doesn’t require 
much explaining. 

“I think (David) is an 
important part of what makes 
the Ford School a great place 
to learn.”
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T
 he Ford School is very excited   
 to announce that in the fall of 
2007 it will for the fi rst time offer 

a bachelor of arts in public policy. This 
liberal arts program will emphasize 
multidisciplinary analysis of contem-
porary public policy issues at both 
domestic and international levels. The 
innovative program is fairly unique 
among public policy schools, and fi ts 
well with the Ford School’s commitment 
to serve the public good by educating 
people at every level. It is expected that 
the program will match the success of 
the Ford School’s six-year-old PhD pro-
gram, which has 35 students enrolled 
this year.

 Students will apply to the under-
graduate program during their sopho-
more year and be admitted to the Ford 
School for their fi nal two years. The 
program will be selective, admitting 
only 50 students per year. The small 
size of the program is designed to ensure 
a high degree of student visibility, with 
plenty of interaction between students 
and faculty. In addition, it will facili-
tate a tightly-knit learning community. 

Long-time Ford School faculty 
member John Chamberlin is leading 
the development of the program, which 
has been in discussion since 2000. 
Professor Chamberlin is professor of 
public policy at the Ford School and 
professor of political science at the 

University’s College of Literature, 
Science, and the Arts (LS&A). “I am 
excited about the opportunities that 
the BA program will provide for its 
students,” said Professor Chamberlin. 
“We hope to recruit a group of stu-
dents who will make up a small and 
engaged learning community, students 
who bring to the program a diversity 
of backgrounds and experiences, intel-
lectual perspectives, policy interests, 
and career aspirations.” 

While University of Michigan 
students have a long history of enthu-
siasm for issues involving politics and 
public affairs, Ford School Director of 
Academic and Student Services Trey 
Williams notes that he has seen this 
interest intensify over the last several 
years. “Undergrads typically come to 
college now with fi ve or six years of 
community service experience, which 
has engendered in them a real interest 
in policy matters — they’re looking to 
pursue that interest in more depth.” 
He added that the program’s coinci-
dence with the Ford School’s move to 
its new home in Weill Hall is particu-
larly fortunate, since undergrads will 
gain exposure to all areas within the 
school, and that everyone involved 
with the school will benefi t from the 
vibrancy and added emphasis on learn-
ing that the undergrads will bring.   

Rebecca Blank, dean of the Ford 
School, is excited at the prospect of 
adding a layer of undergraduate cul-
ture to the school. “Undergrads bring 
a high level of energy and lots of school 
spirit, thanks to their connection to 
the larger University. The program will 
be small and selective, so we will have 
a well-qualifi ed group of students who 
are highly motivated to be here.” Dean 
Blank also pointed out that “the addi-
tional classes will bring more work 

opportunities for graduate instructors, 
an important source of funding for our 
graduate students.”

Coursework will combine classes 
in economics, political science, and 
other social science disciplines with 
integrative policy seminars that require 
students to work together in teams 
to apply their skills in the analysis of 
contemporary policy problems. This 
experience, grounded in the liberal 
arts, will provide an excellent founda-
tion for later professional training in 
a broad range of professions. 

The most distinctive part of the 
concentration will be the policy semi-
nars, collectively known as Public Pol-
icy 499. These small, interdisciplinary 
courses will focus on a particular 
domestic or international public policy 
issue. Students will practice working 
in teams, and hone their writing and 
oral presentation skills. Most excit-
ingly, they will have the opportunity 
to interact with policy makers and 
scholars who are experts on the issue 
being studied, and will fi nish each 
seminar by writing an extensive policy 
analysis for an audience of public 
offi cials. 

Students in the BA program will 
choose a focus with the help of an 
advisor, then select electives both from 
across the University and within the 
Ford School. Possible topics include 
environmental policy, poverty and 
inequality, economic development, 

Ford School to Offer 
New BA in Public Policy  

“We hope to recruit a group 
of students who will make 
up a small and engaged learn-
ing community, students who 
bring to the program a diver-
sity of backgrounds and experi-
ences, intellectual perspectives, 
policy interests, and career 
aspirations.”

“…the additional classes will 
bring more work opportunities 
for graduate instructors, an 
important source of funding 
for our graduate students.”
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

the political economy of globalization, 
human rights policy, and science and 
technology policy. 

Once in the program, students 
will benefi t from the connection to a 
broad set of Ford School programs and 
activities. They will have access to the 
School’s research centers, learn from 
visiting professors and speakers, and 
be able to join the school’s active and 
highly engaged student organizations. 

Prospective students may wonder 
how the new Ford School BA differs 
from an LS&A social science concen-
tration. Both are liberal arts degrees, 
but while an LS&A concentration 
focuses on mastery of a discipline, the 
Ford School BA brings together ana-
lytical approaches of several disciplines 
to understand contemporary public 
policies. 

The new courses created for the 
public policy BA will enrich the offer-
ings available to all University under-
graduates, because they will be open to 
students outside the program as well. 
An introductory course previewing 
the program’s curriculum will be 
offered in Fall 2006. “Public Policy 
201: Systematic Thinking About Prob-
lems of the Day,” will be taught by 
Professor Paul M. Courant, professor 
of public policy and economics and 
former U-M provost. 

T
 he Citigroup Lecture Series 
 was funded in 2001 to honor 
President Gerald R. Ford. Topi-

cal and well-attended, the lectures have 
consistently fulfi lled their mission of 
engaging the community in substan-
tive discussions about current policy 
issues and enhancing the educational 
experience at the Ford School. This 
year, the Ford School was honored to 
bring three distinguished Citigroup 
Lecturers to campus: Aaron David 
Miller, Lieutenant General David 
Petraeus, and Jean Lemierre. All three 
lectures are viewable on our website, 
www.fordschool.umich.edu.
• Aaron David Miller, a public policy 

scholar at the Woodrow Wilson 
Center and former advisor to six 
secretaries of state on Arab-Israeli 
negotiations, was on campus March 
15 to talk about Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations. Speaking to a large 
audience, he painted a vivid picture 
of the staggering obstacles to peace in 
the region, and the necessary condi-
tions for overcoming those obstacles.  

• Lieutenant General David Petraeus, 
commanding general of the U.S. 
Army Combined Arms Center and 
Fort Leavenworth, spoke on March 
23 to a full house. His presentation 
“Observations from Soldiering in 
Iraq” recounted his experiences in 
2004 and 2005 when he served as 
the fi rst commander of the Multi-
national Security Transition Command 
in Iraq, and during the fi rst year of 
the Iraq war, when, as commander of 
the 101st Airborne Division, he led 
the division in combat.   

• Jean Lemierre, president for the 
European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, was on campus 
February 16 to speak on the EBRD’s 
past 15 years of involvement with 
economic transition. His visit was 
co-sponsored by the International 
Policy Center. For more on Mr. 
Lemierre’s presentation, please see 
the International Policy Center 
article on page 8. 

Citigroup Lecture Series 
Brings Three Prominent 
Speakers to Campus

Lt. General David H. Petraeus

Aaron D. Miller
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Mayor of Ann Arbor Teaches 
Ford School Class

zen activists and elected offi cials in 
effecting change, and case studies gave 
students the chance to examine actual 
past ballot initiatives — those that were 
successful as well as those that failed. 

Hieftje’s students were enthusias-
tic about the course. First-year MPP 
student Benjamin Falik said, “The 
great thing about Mayor Hieftje’s class 
is that it’s not about what could, should, 

T
 hanks to the mayor of Ann 
 Arbor, John Hieftje, the Ford 
School offered students a new 

elective course this academic year, one 
that fi t squarely in the school’s tradi-
tion of forging strong ties with local 
community and governmental entities. 
Mayor Hieftje taught Public Policy 
756, “Local Government, Opportu-
nity for Activism.”

John Hieftje has been the mayor 
of Ann Arbor since 2000. Known for 
his commitment to environmentalism, 
Hieftje has been active for years with 
a number of local nongovernmental 
organizations such as the Downtown 
Development Authority, the Ann 
Arbor Summer Festival, the Michigan 
Theater, the Huron River Watershed 
Council, Recycle Ann Arbor, and the 
Urban Core Mayors of Michigan.

The Mayor’s Ford School course 
was grounded in the notion that city 
government is more important to 
our daily lives than what happens in 
Washington D.C. or at the state level. 
Through guest lecturers, reading, and 
discussion, the course explored issues 
of immediate importance to Ann 
Arbor and Washtenaw County, includ-
ing the underlying dynamics of the 
city/suburb confl ict, sprawl versus 
downtown density, and how these 
issues infl uence local economies and 
state legislatures. The class focused 
particularly on the interaction of citi-

Save the Date

Joan and Sanford Weill Hall 
Building Dedication
October 13, 2006

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
10:30 am, North Plaza of Weill Hall 

Reception and informal tours 
of Weill Hall 
Immediately following ceremony

Panel Discussion: “Personal Ethics 
and Public Decision-Making”
2 – 3:30 pm
Walter and Leonore Annenberg 
Auditorium, Weill Hall

Alumni Get-Together
5 – 7 pm 
Pizza House, 618 Church Street

For more information & hotel room 
blocks visit www.fordschool.umich.edu/ 
alumni/events.

L  
 ong recognized as 
one of the top policy 
schools in the nation, 

the Gerald R. Ford School 
of Public Policy will soon have 
a facility commensurate with 
the quality of its students, 
faculty, and programs. Please 
make plans to join us at the 
highly anticipated dedication 
of this beautiful new academic 
facility, made possible by gen-
erous donations from friends, 
alumni, and the University. 
Invitations will be mailed in 
early September.

Joan and Sanford Weill Hall 
Dedication Slated for October

or would happen in local government, 
but what is happening right outside 
the classroom. If all politics is, in fact, 
local, there’s no better place to learn 
and participate.”

Mayor Hieftje reports that he has 
enjoyed his time at the Ford School, 
noting, “The students give me a fresh 
perspective and a bit of their work on 
projects has already been incorporated 
into legislation. I am looking forward 
to a new class of students and the 
opportunity to provide them with a 
view from inside local government.”

Hieftje will teach the course again 
during fall semester 2006. 

“The great thing about Mayor 
Hieftje’s class is that it’s not 
about what could, should, or 
would happen in local govern-
ment, but what is happening 
right outside the classroom.”
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NEWS FROM OUR RESEARCH CENTERS

The instructors will be Greg J. Duncan, 
the Edwina S. Tarry Professor of Edu-
cation and Social Policy at Northwestern 
University; and Katherine Magnuson, 
assistant professor of social work at the 
University of Wisconsin.

The NPC’s 2005-2006 Seminar 
Series ended on April 3 with a lecture 
by Charles Murray, the W.H. Brady 
Fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute. Murray’s newly-published 
book is titled In Our Hands: A Plan 
to Replace the Welfare State. The 
lecture and several other previous 
lectures are viewable on our website, 
www.npc.umich.edu. 

The NPC continues to host post-
doctoral fellows participating in the 
Research and Training Program on 
Poverty and Public Policy under the 
direction of Sheldon Danziger, co-
director of the National Poverty Center. 
Funding for the program was renewed 
this April by the Ford Foundation, 
which agreed to extend its support for 
an additional fi ve years (through the 
end of 2011). The fellowships provide 
the opportunity for one or two years of 
research and extensive training at the 
University of Michigan to outstanding 
American scholars who are members of 
groups that are underrepresented in 
the social sciences (e.g., members of 
racial and ethnic minority groups, 
individuals from socioeconomically 
disadvantaged backgrounds, etc.)  

 

T
 he National Poverty Center 
 (NPC), the Ford School’s 
largest research center since 

its founding in late 2002, continues 
to expand the scope of its research, 
training, and dissemination activities.

Late this spring, the NPC and 
MDRC will co-host a workshop in 
Ann Arbor titled, “Research on Pris-
oner Re-entry: What Do We Know 
and What Do We Want to Know?” 
The meeting will bring together 

experts from the 
research, policy, 
and service delivery 
communities to 
discuss research on 
and evaluations of 
prisoner re-entry 
programs. The goal 
is to reach agree-
ment on what we 
know from past 
research, to review 
current projects 
(of which there are 
several large demon-
stration projects in 
the beginning stages), 

to discuss evaluation challenges, and 
to set an agenda for the research ques-
tions of importance for these projects 
and future projects. Ford School faculty 
members slated to participate include 
Rebecca Blank, Sheldon Danziger, 
Kristin Seefeldt, David Thacher, Justin 
McCrary, and John DiNardo.

The NPC recently selected about 
20 applicants from around the country 
to participate in its annual summer 
workshop, to take place this year in Ann 
Arbor from June 12-16. This year’s 
workshop is designed as an introduc-
tion to the data sets and key empirical 
papers related to research on child 
development for low-income children. 

International 
Policy Center 
News

R
 esearch, lectures, con-
 ferences, a student trip to 
China …  though still in its 

inaugural year, the International Policy 
Center (IPC) is actively solidifying its 
role as an intellectual focal point for 
international research and education 
at the Ford School.

Current research projects at the 
IPC include Post-Crisis Global Finan-
cial Flows and International Policies 
and Corporate Performance. The fi rst 
project examines the global fi nancial 
system in the post-crisis era to estab-
lish whether the capital market reforms 
of the 1990s were maintained and 
whether the resultant patterns of capi-
tal fl ows provide new lessons on the 
value of these reforms. The second 
project focuses on various aspects of 
the (Post) Washington Consensus Poli-
cies and their effect on the ownership, 
governance, and performance of domes-
tic and foreign fi rms in emerging mar-
ket economies. The IPC is pleased to 
announce that works-in-progress rep-
resenting the broad range of research 
by IPC faculty can now be seen online 
via the center’s new Working Paper 
Series at: http://www.international
policy.umich.edu/workingpapers.php.

Spring 2006 News from 
the National Poverty Center 
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T
 he Center for Local, State, 
 and Urban Policy (CLOSUP) 
has been working on numerous  

initiatives over the last few months, 
including a major conference regard-
ing the future of Michigan’s economy, 
two new web-based surveys, and a 
number of policy reports.

CLOSUP, along with the Ford 
School and The Center for Michigan, 
co-sponsored the March 14, 2006 
conference “Where Do We Go From 
Here? An Agenda-Setting Conference 
for the Economic Issues Facing Michi-
gan.” With a great deal of energy and 
focused engagement, nearly 250 civic 
leaders representing the state’s business, 
labor, non-profi t, academic, political, 
and policymaking communities began 
to lay the groundwork for a feasible, 
high-impact, and broadly acceptable 
economic policy agenda. This agenda 
would address Michigan’s current eco-
nomic crisis as well as future economic 
challenges. A conference summary 
report (available at http://closup.
umich.edu), will guide CLOSUP and 
the other conference organizers as they 
collaborate on follow-up action steps. 

The Center’s current projects also 
include the recent rollout of two web-
based surveys. The surveys will collect 

data from policymakers and practitioners 
for the Center’s research project on 
regional governance (funded by a 
National Science Foundation grant) 
and its public service project on 
homelessness in Washtenaw County 
(conducted on behalf of the county’s 
10-year Blueprint to End Homeless-
ness initiative). Analysis will begin in 
early summer when these data collec-
tion phases are complete. 

In late March 2006 CLOSUP 
released a policy report written by 
Richard K. Norton, assistant professor 
of urban and regional planning, 
funded by the CLOSUP Small Grant 
Program. The report, based on surveys 
of Michigan school superintendents 
and local government offi cials, exam-
ines new school development and 
school reconstruction, and related 
questions of “urban sprawl” in the 
state. CLOSUP is also working on 
a series of policy reports examining 
transportation, local government 
fi nance, and quality of life issues in 
Southeast Michigan. All CLOSUP 
policy reports are available on the 
CLOSUP web site. 

CLOSUP Active on 
Several Fronts

On February 16 of this year, the 
IPC hosted the Citigroup Lecture 
given by Jean Lemierre, president of 
the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD). In his talk 
“1991–2006: 15 Years of Economic 
Transition as Viewed by the EBRD” 
Mr. Lemierre shared fi ve key lessons 
with public policy considerations: the 
importance of the sequence of reforms; 
constituency building in favor of reforms; 
appropriate macro-economic policies; 
the role of the private sector, particu-
larly small and medium enterprises; and 
the crucial role of the European Union. 

In collaboration with the U-M 
Global Health Research & Training 
Initiative, the IPC hosted an Inter-
national Health Policy Brown Bag 
Series in winter term to encourage 
discussion of works-in-progress by new 
U-M faculty.  Topics were as diverse 
as health care fi nancing, access, and 
equity in the developing world; policy 
and socioeconomic determinants of 
child health in developing countries; 
the Europeanization of national health 
policies; and issues of morality in global 
biotechnology patent laws.

In partnership with the Ford 
School, the Ross School of Business, 
and the Economics Department, the 
IPC sponsors the Economic Develop-
ment & Transition Seminar Series 
(EDTS). Recent seminars examined 
the demographic transition and sexual 
division of labor, vocational training 
versus general education in a transition 

economy, and the question of whether 
culture affects economic outcomes. 

The IPC also sponsors the Inter-
national Economic Development 
Program (IEDP) at the Ford School, 
which recently sent 25 students and 
two Ford School professors to the 
People’s Republic of China for a week. 
Please see page 15 for a full recounting 
of this highly successful trip.  

Jean Lemierre and IPC Director Jan Svejnar



 AROUND THE SCHOOL

Faculty News

L
 ast August, Robert Axelrod 
was chosen to be president-
elect of the 15,000 member 

American Political Science Association, 
the leading professional organization 
for the study of political science. He 
will serve as president of APSA for the 
2006-2007 academic year. This May, 
Axelrod received an honorary degree 
from Georgetown University and gave 
the commencement speech for their 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. 
Axelrod’s work was cited in the 
December 24, 2005 issue of The Econ-
omist, in which an article on recent 
work on human evolution described 
his contribution to evolutionary the-
ory via game theory.

Rebecca M. Blank was elected a fel-
low of the Society of Labor Economics 
in May 2006. Blank recently authored 
an op-ed in the Sunday Detroit Free 
Press in March 2006, entitled “Should 
Michigan Raise the Minimum Wage?”

Anthony S. Chen was published in 
March in The Journal of American 
History, Vol. 92, No. 4. Chen’s article 
was titled, “The Hitlerian Rule of 
Quotas: Racial Conservatism and the 
Politics of Fair Employment Legisla-
tion in New York State, 1941–1945.”

Sandra Danziger provided testimony 
to the State of Michigan’s House Sub-
committee on Appropriations for the 
Department of Human Services in 
Lansing in March. Danziger’s testimony 
came as the state considers tightening 
the work requirements for welfare 
recipients.

Sheldon Danziger gave a keynote 
address at the European Low-Wage 
Employment Research Network’s 
annual conference in Denmark, held 
in April at the University of Aarhus, 
in the southern part of Jutland. 
Danziger’s talk was titled, “Assessing 
Welfare Reform in the U.S.: From 
Cash Assistance to Low Wage Employ-
ment.” In March, Danziger served as 
one of four panelists at a webcast con-
ference at the American Enterprise 
Institute called “Helping America’s 
Low-Income Workers.” 

Alan Deardorff traveled to Beijing 
in May to give two lectures at the 
policy program in Renmin University: 
“Who Wins and Who Loses from 

Globalization?” 
and “Policy 
Responses to 
Globalization, 
U.S. and 
Abroad.” 
In addition, 
Deardorff gave 
the annual 
Graham 

Lecture at Princeton University on 
April 19, titled “Needs and Means 
for a Better Workhorse Model of  
International Trade.”

Edie Goldenberg is serving on a 
National Academy of Public Adminis-
tration panel to assess the human 
resources system of the University of 
California system. She is also directing 
the Michigan in Washington Program, 
which brought 23 U-M undergradu-
ates to D.C. this winter term.

Carl Simon 
and coauthors 
were awarded 
the Kenneth 
Rothman Epi-
demiology 
Prize — signify-
ing the paper 
of the year in 
the journal 

Epidemiology — for their paper “When 
to Control Endemic Infections by 
Focusing on High-Risk Groups.’’

Bob Stern is the author of several 
forthcoming or recently published 
articles, including “Trade-Policy Issues 
and Policy Options for Japan and the 
United States: Introduction and Over-
view,” with Gary R. Saxonhouse, The 
World Economy, forthcoming; “Over-
view: Perspectives on the WTO Doha 
Development Agenda Multilateral 
Trade Negotiations,” Global Economy 
Journal, Vol. 5 (4), December 2005; 
and “Reversal of Fortune: Macro-
Economic Policy, International Finance, 
and Banking in Japan,” with Gary R. 
Saxonhouse, International Economics 
and Economic Policy, December 2005.
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As of academic year 2005-2006, 
Rabe’s primary appointment is with 
the Ford School. In addition, he is a 
professor of environmental policy, 
School of Natural Resources and 
Environment; and a faculty associate 
in the Program in the Environment, 
College of Literature, Science and 
the Arts. Rabe continues to 
pursue research on the evolution of 
renewable portfolio standards, strate-
gies to build collaboration across 
state boundaries, policy differences 
between U.S. states and Canadian 
provinces, and prospects for further 
U.S.-Canadian collaboration on 
climate change.

In 1998, EPA established the 
Climate Protection Awards to recog-
nize exceptional leadership, personal 
dedication, and technical achievements 
in protecting the Earth’s climate. 
They are the most prestigious awards 
for climate protection in the United 
States, and due to their international 
scope, they are also among the most 
prestigious environmental awards for 
climate protection in the world. 

“…his research, publications, 
speeches, and one-on-one 
interactions guide and inspire 
states to select successful 
climate protection strategies 
that build prosperity while 
protecting the environment 
for future generations.”

Barry G. Rabe was one of just 
23 individuals, organizations, and 
companies honored with this year’s 
prestigious annual Climate Protec-
tion Awards from the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA.) These awards recognize the 
extraordinary accomplishments of 
individuals and organizations that 
have made signifi cant contributions 
to protecting the environment. The 
award was presented at a special 
EPA-hosted dinner in Washington, 
D.C. on May 17, 2006. The EPA 
award recognized Rabe’s pioneering 
work to document and analyze how 
and why U.S. states are taking the 
lead on climate protection. The EPA 
noted of Rabe that “his research, 
publications, speeches, and one-on-
one interactions guide and inspire 
states to select successful climate 
protection strategies that build pros-
perity while protecting the environ-
ment for future generations.” 

Susan Waltz at the UN as part of the Amnesty 
International delegation. (L to R) Brian Wood, 
Susan Waltz, and Andrew Niccol.

Susan Waltz went to the United 
Nations in January as part of the 
Amnesty International delegation to 
the Preparatory Committee meeting, 
paving the way for this summer’s fi ve-
year Review Conference on Small 
Arms. When UN member states meet 
this summer, they will consider ways 
to control the illicit production and 
circulation of small arms, including 
transfer controls, embargo enforce-
ment, stockpile security, and destruc-
tion of surplus small arms. At the 
January PrepCom meeting, a coalition 
of NGOs sponsored a screening of the 
fi lm Lord of War (starring Nicolas 
Cage) for UN member state delegates 
at the UN’s Dag Hammarskjold The-
ater. Waltz presided over the opening 
events, which included remarks by 
writer/director Andrew Niccol. 
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A 
 group of graduate students 
spending their spring break 
in Florida might not neces-

sarily strike the Ford School commu-
nity as particularly noteworthy. 
However, when MPP students Kyle 
Browning, Lily Clark, Benecia Cousin, 
Evan Enarson-Hering, Adrienne 
Fernandes, Marcia Fuentes, Steven 
Ochoa, Abby Stoller, and Christina 
Talley recently traveled to Florida, 
they spent the week learning fi rst-
hand about the challenges of economic 
development through the inaugural 
Domestic Policy Corps (DPC) trip. 

The Domestic Policy Corps was 
formed in the 2003 – 04 academic 

long trip that would provide them the 
opportunity to apply concepts and 
skills acquired in various Ford School 
classes to real policy challenges facing 
local communities.

Through a variety of contacts, stu-
dents identifi ed Immokalee, Florida, as 
the community of interest. Immokalee 
is a small, rural community in south-
western Florida. Immokalee is not a 
city or town, but rather a “census des-
ignated place”; as a result, Immokalee 
has very little local or regional govern-
ment representation and no city coun-
cil. Agriculture has been the primary 
industry in Immokalee, and the 
community has a large population 
of migrant workers, many of whom 
are poor. 

The area is experiencing a number 
of changes, all of which will likely play 
a role in future economic development 
plans. These include declines in agri-
culture, due to disease, severe weather, 
and increased competition from for-
eign growers; increased housing devel-
opment, as land prices in neighboring 
Naples have soared; and the imminent 
opening of Ave Maria University, a 
private, Catholic institution that is 
being developed not only as a univer-
sity, but also as a small town designed 
to function around the campus. As 
trip participant Kyle Browning noted, 
“Each of these pressures could contrib-
ute to or limit the options of those 
interested in the future economic 
development in the Immokalee area.”

The DPC began working with 
the Economic Development Council 
(EDC) of Collier County, Florida to 
design a policy-based project specifi c 
to the Immokalee community. The 
EDC wishes to expand and diversify 
the county’s industry base, and asked 

the DPC to provide a fresh perspective 
on economic growth in eastern Collier 
County and Immokalee. To do that, 
the students traveled to Florida and 
interviewed a variety of business and 
community stakeholders, ranging from 
representatives of major development 
companies, local government and eco-
nomic development offi cials, directors 
of community nonprofi ts, including 
those representing and serving the 
migrant communities, and educators. 
In total, DPC members conducted 
31 interviews during their six-day visit. 

Upon returning to Ann Arbor, 
DPC members worked to complete a 
report that will be presented to the 
Economic Development Council this 

Domestic Policy Corps Spends Spring Break 
Studying Local Economic Development in Florida

“I learned a lot about the real 
issues facing Immokalee, but I 
also strengthened my problem-
solving, team-building, project 
management, and evaluation 
skills. The trip to Immokalee 
has been a very important part 
of my Ford School education.”

DPC in Immokalee, Florida (L to R) 
Steven Ochoa, Adrienne Fernandes, Abigale 
Stoller, Benecia Cousin, Christina Talley, 
Kyle Browning, Marcia Fuentes, Lily Clark, 
and Evan Enarson-Hering. 

year by a group of fi rst-year Ford 
School students. The mission of the 
DPC is to provide opportunities for 
students to explore domestic policy 
issues and to gain hands-on policy 
experience. To do that, DPC members 
worked with faculty advisor Kristin 
Seefeldt (MPP ’96) to plan a week-

STUDENT NEWS
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T
 wenty-fi ve students and two 
professors from the Ford 
School’s International Eco-

nomic Development Program (IEDP) 
took an enlightening trip to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China this February.

Months of preparation and back-
ground research preceded the trip. 
Professor Ann Lin led the IEDP class 
of MPPs, MBAs, JDs, and PhDs 
through an examination of China’s 
history, political structure, and policy 
challenges. Students returned with a 
deepened understanding of a Chinese 
social security and health care system 
that is feeling challenged by market 
economics and the rural migrant 
worker, surprising press freedoms for 
foreign correspondents, and regional 
disparities in economic development. 

 In Beijing, the deputy minister of 
the Chinese Labor and Social Security 
Ministry talked to the group about 
recent health care reform and its evolu-
tion in response to new challenges in 
a free market economy. One major 
challenge is insuring the millions of 
migrant workers who have moved 
from the countryside to cities.  

A meeting with a U.S. Foreign 
Commercial Service offi cer illumi-
nated the relationship between China’s 
weak domestic spending and the lack 
of adequate social security and health 
care systems. The Chinese save an 
incredible 52% of national income. 
(By way of contrast, consider that 
Americans’ savings actually dipped 
into negative territory in 2005.) The 
fact that Chinese workers must save 
so much of their salaries to deal with 
inevitable family medical emergencies 
contributes directly to China’s over-
reliance on exporting in lieu of domes-
tic spending.   

Health care also came up when 
the students met with Joseph Kahn, 
a New York Times reporter. Mr. Kahn 
described his observations of social 
unrest in rural regions, citing the lack 
of an adequate health care system, 
along with corruption and low wages, 
as contributing factors. Interestingly, 
Mr. Kahn enjoys a wide degree of lati-
tude in his writing as a result of the 
Chinese government’s desire to main-
tain an appearance of openness for 
foreign readers. 

 Students found the change in 
feeling as they traveled from Beijing 
to regional capital Xian striking. Smaller 
stores, poorly maintained streets, and 
few foreigners made China’s uneven 
development apparent.  

Govern-
mental and 
societal differ-
ences certainly 
impressed the 
group, yet so 
did the simi-
larities they 
noticed, espe-
cially those 
between 
American and 
Chinese public 
policy masters 
students. 
Renmin Uni-
versity is a modern campus not dissim-
ilar to U-M’s. Dinner and conversation 
with 20 Chinese students not only 
produced several impressive perfor-
mances of American pop songs (only 
from the Chinese students, unfortu-
nately), but also a satisfying exchange 
of policy ideas, career path plans, and 
email addresses. 

International Economic Develop- 
ment Program Visits China

spring. They are analyzing the interview 
data, as well as examining the existing 
literature on economic development to 
enumerate both the challenges facing 
the community as well as available 
opportunities to cultivate a cohesive 
vision for Immokalee’s economic future. 
All of the work associated with the 
trip — fi nding a partner community, 
researching issues related to economic 
development, fundraising for and 
arranging the trip, conducting the 
interviews, and writing the report —
has been done on students’ own time. 
The group hopes that the Immokalee 
trip is just the fi rst in what will be an 
annual Ford School project. As fi rst-
year student Christina Talley said, “I 
learned a lot about the real issues facing 
Immokalee, but I also strengthened 
my problem-solving, team-building, 
project management, and evaluation 
skills. The trip to Immokalee has been 
a very important part of my Ford 
School education.” 

IEDP China trip (L to R) 
Ana Karina Rozas, 
Patricia Costa, Mayrui 
Guntupalli, Tyler Curtis, 
Mariana Orloff, and 
Gabriela Reyes

 STUDENT NEWS
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Commencement Spring 2006

O
 ur 2006 Commencement was a terrifi c celebration for 
  students, their proud family members, and the entire Ford 
School community. At the ceremony, the charge to students 

was provided by Douglas Holtz-Eakin, director of the Maurice R. 
Greenberg Center for Geoeconomic Studies and the Paul A. Volcker 
Chair in International Economics at the Council on Foreign Relations. 
Erica Bollerud (MPP ’06) was chosen by her classmates to deliver 
the student address. Carl Simon represented the faculty, and Elena 
Delbanco read the graduates’ names. Congratulations to all! 

The Class of 2006

Xiaoying Yang



Sarah Farkas, Adrienne Fernandes, Becky Blank and Vivian Byrd

Tyler Hinson, Lloyd Grieger, Tasheika Hinson-Coleman, 
Rabea Benhalim and Evan Coleman

 Eric Lopez, Julian Davis and Jai Davis

Bill McElnea

Lily Clark

Shayna Hirshfi eld

Anne Nadzo
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(‘96). We greatly appreciate the sup-
port that we receive from both our 
current students and our alums — 
it makes a defi nitive statement to pro-
spective students about the character 
of the Ford School.  

Our student body continues to 
be actively engaged in all aspects of the 
Ford School, amazing and impressing 
us with their level of commitment 
both in and out of the classroom. The 
Domestic Policy Corps, which was 
initiated by members of the class of 
2004, traveled to a migrant worker 
community in Immokalee, Florida 
(please see article page 14). New orga-
nizations include the Future Leaders 
in Politics, a professional learning and 
networking group for Ford School 
students interested in a career in poli-
tics, and the Public/Private Sectors 
Club, an organization that examines 
public and private sector infl uence on 
the development and implementation 
of public policy. This group is housed 
in both the Ford School and the Ross 
School of Business and provides a 
network for MBA and MPP students 
interested in the interaction between 
business and government.  

In Student Services staff news, 
Beth Soboleski, formerly our assistant 
director charged with fellowships and 
academic advising, has become the 
associate director of student and aca-
demic services and serves as the direc-
tor of admissions and recruiting for 
the Ford School. We are very pleased 
to announce the addition of two new 
staff members. Regina Tiedemann 
Zmich joined us in February as our 
fellowships and academic advising 
manager. Regina came to us from 
the University of Minnesota, where 
she served as an academic advisor in 
the College of Biological Sciences. 
She completed her bachelor’s degree 
in psychology at the University of 
California-Berkeley and holds a mas-
ter’s degree in counseling psychology 
from Western Michigan University. 

T
 his year has been busy with 
 preparations for an exciting 
2006 – 07 academic year. Our 

major undertaking has been the start 
of the new BA in public policy program 
(please see article page 5), but we’ve 
worked on a wide range of other 
activities as well. 

Beginning in Fall 2006 we will 
admit students to new dual degree 
programs with the Center for Chinese 
Studies and the Center for Southeast 
Asian Studies. As the world of policy 
becomes increasingly international, 
we are fi nding that many students are 
interested in gaining expertise in vari-
ous regions of the world. In Fall 2007, 
we will also be admitting students to 
a new joint degree program with the 
Medical School. Students will apply 
in their third year of med school and 
spend the fourth year studying at the 
Ford School. While this will be a 
small program, we are excited about 
the perspective and experience these 
students will bring. The number 
of dual/joint degree programs at the 
Ford School now stands at 14, demon-
strating the University’s commitment 
to interdisciplinary education, and —
according to our conversations with 
prospective students — giving the 
Ford School a signifi cant recruiting 
advantage.

Another exciting new curricular 
offering, organized in record time by 
Professors James Duderstadt and 
Shobita Parthasarathy, is a graduate 
certifi cate program in science and 
technology policy. We hope to attract 
graduate students from the Medical 
School, the School of Engineering, 
the School of Natural Resources, and 
other disciplines. New classes in the 
program’s curriculum will also be avail-
able to our MPP students.

We’ve just completed a busy 
recruitment season. This year, in addi-
tion to attending graduate fairs hosted 
by the Association of Professional 
Schools of International Affairs, we 
added a set of fairs hosted by Idealist.
org. The Idealist fairs are targeted at 
prospective students who are making 
the world a better place through ser-
vice, activism, advocacy, political 
engagement, and socially responsible 
work. We continued partnering with 
various organizations including the 
Truman Scholars program, the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus, and the Con-
gressional Asian Pacifi c American 
Caucus. Our efforts resulted in a 
record 500+ applications for the mas-
ter’s program, and the admissions 
committee made offers to an impres-
sive and remarkably diverse group of 
individuals. We were excited to admit 
students from China, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Jordan, Latvia, Mexico, Paki-
stan, Peru, Romania, South Korea, 
Sweden, Taiwan, and Turkey. Over 55 
students accepted invitations to our 
annual Preview Weekend on March 
31-April 1. As in years past, student 
and alumni panels highlighted the 
program. Alumni panelists included 
Norman Bishara (’04), Mark Wallace 
(’04), Lisa Nuskowski (’03), Annie 
Maxwell (‘02), and Betty Magome 

Our efforts resulted in a 
record 500+ applications for 
the master’s program, and the 
admissions committee made 
offers to an impressive and 
remarkably diverse group of 
individuals.

News From Student Services
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the auction will be donated to SITC. 
For more information, please visit 
www.sitc-det.org.

Each year, the Rackham School 
of Graduate Studies honors students 
who make outstanding contributions 
to the University community. This 
year, two of our PhD students were 
selected to receive prestigious awards.  

Angel Harris, a student in the joint 
Public Policy and Sociology program, 
was awarded the Distinguished Disser-
tation award for “Do African Americans 
Really Resist School: An In-Depth 
Examination of the Oppositional Culture 
Theory.” The purpose of the award is 
to recognize exceptional and unusually 
interesting work produced by doctoral 
students in the last phase of their grad-
uate work. The nominees’ overall aca-
demic accomplishments are also taken 
into account. This special award is an 
opportunity to celebrate the splendid 
diversity of scholarly interests exam-
ined and explored by talented doctoral 
students.  

Lloyd Grieger, also in the joint 
Public Policy and Sociology program, 
received an Outstanding Graduate 
Student Instructor award. This award 
honors graduate student instructors 
who have demonstrated the following 
attributes: exceptional ability and creativ-
ity as teachers; continuous growth as 
teachers; outstanding service as mentors 
and advisors to students, colleagues, 
and others in need of their help; and 
growth as scholars in the course of 
their graduate programs. Lloyd received 
an overwhelming amount of support 
from students in his nomination for 
this award and we are grateful for the 
hard work and dedication he shows in 
working with our students.   

Megan Piersma joined us in April as 
our program coordinator. In this new 
position, she is responsible for a wide 
variety of tasks including the manage-
ment of our summer Public Policy and 
International Affairs program, coordi-
nation of student services events, and the 
very large job of helping to organize 
and implement the new undergraduate 
program. Megan received her bache-
lor’s degree in psychology from Calvin 
College and her master’s degree in 
higher education administration from 
the University of Michigan School 
of Education. We are delighted to wel-
come these two talented individuals 
to our staff. 

B
 en Falik, a fi rst year student 
in the MPP program, 
received a BRICK Award 

from Do Something, an organization 
created in 1993 to inspire, support, and 
celebrate young people changing the 
world. Each year, the Do Something 
BRICK Awards honor nine outstanding 
leaders under 25 who use their talents to 
take action that measurably strengthens 
their local communities in the areas of 
community building, health, or the 
environment. Ben’s community grant 
of $10,000 will go to Summer in the 
City (SITC), an organization he co-
founded. This organization channels 
the energy of their volunteers to foster 
a sense of community, friendship, and 
pride by offering an easy, effective way 
for young people of all backgrounds to 
get involved in Detroit. Since 2002, 
750 volunteers have contributed over 
15,000 hours of community service 
to established neighborhood groups 
as well as independent SITC projects. 
Volunteer projects include painting, 
planting, demolition, construction, 
mentoring children, and assisting the 
elderly. SITC was also chosen by the 
Ford School student body to be the 
recipient of the proceeds from the 
annual Charity Auction, which was 
held on April 6. Over $10,000 from 

Three Ford School 
Students Honored

“Attend” Ford 
School Events 
on the Web

M
 any of the lectures 
hosted by the Ford 
School over the past two 

years are available for viewing on 
our website. Visit www.fordschool.
umich.edu to see presentations by 
Joseph Stiglitz, Jessica Stern, E.J. 
Dionne, Carl Levin, and many other 
notable researchers, analysts, and 
policymakers. Our move to Joan 
and Sanford Weill Hall will make 
it even easier for us to broaden the 
reach of our on-campus events: both 
the auditorium and the medium 
sized classroom will have the capac-
ity to encode and stream video 
content, allowing us to offer events 
to a web audience either live or for 
download. 

Ben Falik
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“I felt comfortable asking real 
questions because all of us, 
students and alumni, shared 
the bond of coming from the 
same place.” 

Networking: To interact or engage in 
informal communication with others 
for mutual assistance or support. 
(Dictionary.com)

I
 n early February, 34 students  
 embarked on the annual Ford 
School Washington, D.C. Trip. 

Organized by the Career Services offi ce, 
the capital visit typically includes on-
site meetings with domestic and inter-
national policy employers. The trip is 
an invaluable addition to a student’s 
job search, and would not be possible 
without the generous commitment of 
Ford School alumni in D.C. Alumni 
not only help organize the visits, but 
also participate in the presentations at 
host organizations. As Karen Biddle, 
fi rst-year MPP/MBA student said, 
“The Ford School D.C. Trip prompted 
me to think about internship and 
career paths I had not previously con-
sidered. It’s one thing to read about 
an organization online, but it’s quite 
another to sit in the offi ce and meet 
the people there. Even if you are not 
considering a D.C. internship or career, 
it’s worthwhile to go on the D.C. Trip.”

This year, alumni-organized visits 
included a panel on ‘Careers on the 
Hill’ and information sessions at 
National Governors Association, 
Center on Budget & Policy Priorities, 
National Democratic Institute, and 

the Government Accountability Offi ce. 
Students heard from professional staff 
about the work and culture of various 
organizations, learned about the recruit-
ment process for open jobs and intern-
ships, and networked with professional 
staff within those agencies and organi-
zations. In addition to participating 
in the structured visits, students also 
had the opportunity to tap the alumni 
network, scheduling individual infor-
mational interviews and meetings with 
alums in agencies and organizations 
of particular interest to them. Erica 
Bollerud, second-year MPP student, 
felt that the trip allowed her face-to-
face meetings with potential employers 
that she never could have engineered 
on her own, adding “I highly recom-
mend the trip — especially if you take 
the initiative to set up your own inter-
views with employers you’re interested 
in who are not on the Ford School 
schedule.”

A highlight of the annual trip 
is the student-alumni networking 
reception which brings together Ford 
School alumni from the past decade 
with current students interested in 
working and interning in D.C. The 
informal ‘happy hour’ setting provides 
students with an opportunity to learn 
about the D.C. job market and to 
practice career-essential networking 
skills in a low stress environment. Stu-
dents benefi t from the career expertise 
and insights of alums who know what 
it’s like to be a student trying to fi gure 
out how to fi nd a niche in D.C. First 
year MPP/MPH student Paige Smyth 
recounts that “I felt comfortable ask-
ing real questions because all of us, 
students and alumni, shared the bond 
of coming from the same place. It was 
a great opportunity to have a candid 

conversation with people doing the 
type of work I want to do.”  

Alumni value the reception, too. 
Kirsten Black, a 2000 graduate now 
working at the Congressional Research 
Service, comments, “I look forward to 
attending the Ford School’s student-
alumni reception. I enjoy the opportu-
nity to connect with students, network 
with old friends, and meet other alumni 
with shared professional interests in a 
social environment.” The reception 
and the D.C. Trip visits also provide 
alums with an opportunity to recruit 
interns and upcoming graduates for 
openings in their organizations.  

Many Ford School alumni con-
tributed to the networking success 
of the 2006 D.C. Trip. Your insights, 
leads, encouragement, and support 
are much appreciated. Thank you! If 
your organization is interested in host-
ing a student visit during next year’s 
D.C. Trip, please contact Jennifer 
Niggemeier at jennig@umich.edu. 

Ford School Students See First Hand 
the Value of Networking with D.C. Alumni

Chatting at the D.C. Alumni-Student Network-
ing reception are (L to R) Jacarl Melton, ‘05; 
Romonda McKinney, ‘05; Kyle Browning, ‘06; 
Supaporn Thanasombat, ‘07; and Mike 
Delaney, ‘06.
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Washington, D.C. — February 9, 2006

R
 econnecting after many years, 
 Ford School Alumni Board 
Member Barbara Peitsch, 

MPP ’85, got together with friends for 
breakfast at the Mayfl ower Hotel in 
Washington, D.C. while she was in 
town on business.

Class Notes 

M
 arc Holzer, MPA ‘67, 
is the chair of the graduate 
Public Administration 

Department at Rutgers University, and 
received one of the university’s highest 
academic honors on February 10 for 
his research to improve government 
performance. He received the title of 
Rutgers Board of Governors Professor 
of Public Administration, a title shared 
by fewer than 40 professors. 

Rick Curtis, MPP ’72, reports that 
his son, Tyler Curtis, will be a fellow 
alumnus as of April 2006. “Tyler par-
took of the international track with an 
interest in economic development, and 
just returned from a fi eld trip to 
China. Tyler, as well as other Ford 
School students (10 recently stayed 
at our house during their Ford School 
D.C. Trip), said they chose Michigan 
over other strong policy analysis schools 
due to a combination of unique attri-
butes: analytic rigor, sense of commu-
nity, and the opportunity to take 

courses of interest throughout 
a great University.” Rick is president 
of the Institute for Health Policy Solu-
tions, in Washington, D.C.

Kaoru Mamiya, MPA ’73, joined the 
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(JAXA) as vice president, after having 
retired from the Ministry of Education, 
Science, and Technology in July 2003. 
JAXA successfully launched the seventh 
fl ight of a H-IIA Launch Vehicle, and 
numbers eight and nine are expected 
within a month. At the Kennedy Center 
last summer, Kaoru and First Lady, 
Laura Bush, witnessed the Return to 
Flight launch of the space shuttle, aided 
by Japanese Mission Specialist, Soichi 
Noguchi. Last fall, for the fi rst time 
in history, JAXA landed Hayabusa 
(a high-tech spacecraft) on asteroid 
Itokawa, about 290 million kilometers 
away from Earth. 

Chicago — May 18, 2006
Alumni from the Chicago area 

enjoyed an evening reception at Roy’s, 
a Hawaiian seafood restaurant in the 
Magnifi cent Mile corridor. Professor 
David Thacher gave a brief update on 
the Ford School and discussed his 
recent research on prisoner re-entry, 
including a workshop sponsored by the 
National Poverty Center on employment 
programs for ex-offenders.

D.C. Alumni Breakfast (L to R) are George 
Napier ’85, Barbara Peitsch ’85, and Ed 
Chu ’88. Standing (L to R) are Winthrop 
Cashdollar ’83 and Sean Casey ’82.

Alumni Events Ann Arbor — October 13, 2006 —  
Building Dedication Event

Join us for the dedication celebra-
tion for the Ford School’s new build-
ing, Joan and Sanford Weill Hall, on 
Friday, October 13th (a lucky day 
for us!). This day-long event will begin 
at 10:30 am with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, followed by informal tours, 
refreshments, an afternoon policy 
panel discussion, and an alumni 
get-together from 5:00 –7:00 pm at 
a nearby restaurant.   

Note: Blocks of hotel rooms have 
been reserved and invitations will be 
mailed after Labor Day.  

For more information, visit www.
fordschool.umich.edu/alumni/events 

In April 2006, Tyler Curtis joined his father, 
Rick, in the ranks of U-M alumni.

Kaoru Mamiya, MPA ‘73
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Maria Robinson, MPP ’79, recently 
joined the University of California 
San Francisco Medical Center as 
the principal labor relations analyst. 
She would love to hear from any Ford 
alums working in health care policy 
or labor/industrial relations. She 
can be reached at Maria.Robinson@
ucsfmedctr.org. 

Rick Lancaster, MPP ‘80, has been 
appointed vice president, generation, 
at Great River Energy, an electric 
cooperative in Elk River, Minnesota. 
GRE generates electricity and trans-
mits it to 28 distribution cooperatives 
in Minnesota. 

Nicholas Greifer, MPP ’89, has a new 
position of assistant vice president at 
Kane, McKenna and Associates in Chi-
cago, a municipal consulting fi rm that 
assists cities on economic development 
projects and through the complex legal 
and fi nancial process of issuing bonds.

Tracey Weisler, MPP ‘89, received a 
Fulbright Research Scholarship to study 
French telecommunications policy in 
Paris. She has returned to D.C. where 
she works for the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. She lives on Capitol 
Hill with her husband and two sons.

Gary Levenson, MPP ‘90, and his 
wife, Peishi Wang, celebrated the 
arrival of Maxwell Lawrence in July 
2005. They live in New York City 
where Gary is a senior attorney with 

the New York Power Authority, a sub-
division of the state government, and 
a bond-issuing electric utility serving 
New York State.

Sherry Haller Bursey, MPP ’91, and 
husband welcomed their fi rst baby, 
Omari Herman Bursey, on December 
30, 2005.

Susan McLaughlin, MPP ‘92, was 
designated special assistant to the 
fi rst vice president and COO of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 
After this temporary 12-18 month 
rotation, she will return to the markets 
group. Her range of work includes 
writing position papers and speeches 
and working on system-wide manage-
ment projects. Susan reports that the 
new position is a great learning oppor-
tunity, drawing on both her MBA and 
MPP training.

Justin Garosi, MPP ’93, is now in 
his fi rst year as an assistant professor in 
the Economics Department at North 
Dakota State University.

Peter Gross, MPP ’93, recently left 
Blackbaud after six great years. He 
is now working as a manager for 
Washington Consulting, a D.C.-area 
management and IT consulting fi rm, 
to help them build up their practice 
serving the not-for-profi t community. 
Peter and his wife, Shelley, are happy 
as clams living on Capitol Hill in D.C. 
with their daughter Clara June, who 
recently turned 3.

Richard Charlton, MPP ’96, received 
a Federal Reserve Bank President’s 
Award in December for his work there. 

Kham (“Tom”) Doan, MPP ’98, 
recently established his own fi rm in 
Vietnam, where he lives with his wife, 
Dana Doan (formerly Dana Howerton, 
MPP ’99). The fi rm, Horizon Capital 
Advisers, LLC, offers corporate advi-
sory and fund management services in 
Vietnam. 

Rebecca Long, MPP ’98, married 
her high school friend, Josh Phillips, 
in July 2003. They live in Berkeley, 
California, and had their fi rst baby, 
Isaiah Michael Phillips, on June 22, 
2005. Rebecca is still working as a 
legislative analyst for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission.

Daniel Hodge, MPP ’99, was promoted 
to senior associate at Cambridge Sys-
tematics. He has recently completed 
two studies for the Economic Develop-
ment Research Institute in South Florida 
and participated on the executive plan-
ning committee for the International 
Conference on Transportation and 
Economic Development.

Olivia Padilla-Jackson, MPP ’00, 
moved to New Mexico with her hus-
band, Travis G. Jackson, and daughter. 
After working at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York for several years, 
she was recently appointed by Gover-
nor Bill Richardson to be the director 
of the New Mexico Board of Finance. 

Christina Smith, MPP ’00, is moving 
to Kyrgyzstan in June to work for 
Mercy Corps. Her fi ancé Matt Blevins 
is currently there, working for the 
National Democratic Institute on their 
civic democracy program.

Elisabeth Wright Burak, MPP ’01, 
recently moved to Little Rock, Arkan-
sas to become the director of policy 
and planning for the Arkansas Depart-

Omari Herman Bursey

Maxwell Lawrence Levenson
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ment of Health and Human Services. 
On February 4th, she married Joseph 
Burak (AB ‘98) in a small family cere-
mony. Get in touch with her if you’re 
interested in a Clinton Library visit!

Walter Braunohler, MPP ’02, began a 
new assignment with the State Depart-
ment at the U.S. Consulate General in 
Sydney, Australia in October 2005. He 
will serve as vice consul for two years.

 

F
 or the third year in a row, the  
 Ford School’s graduating 
class made a gift to the school.

The Class of 2006 raised just over 
$10,000 and chose to fund outdoor 
furniture for the terrace of Weill Hall, 
which is just off the student lounge. 
Nearly 70 percent of students contrib-
uted to the class gift campaign — a very 
strong demonstration of class spirit.

“We really focused on having high 
class participation in the class gift. We 
wanted to be able to show how much 

Angelica Gutierrez, MPP ’03, joined 
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigo-
sa’s team as a policy analyst. She reports 
that she is thrilled to work for a leader 
well-known for his exceptional skill at 
building broad bi-partisan coalitions 
and considered one of the leading pro-
gressive voices in the country. 

Hillary Mull, MPP ’03, married cur-
rent Ford School and Law School stu-
dent, Aron Boros, MPP ’06, on March 
25, 2006 in Sarasota, Florida. They 
will be moving to Boston this summer 
for Hillary to attend school and Aron 
to work at the law fi rm, Foley Hoag.

Lisa Nuszkowski, MPP ’03, will be 
participating in a seven-day, 150-mile 
footrace across the Atacama Desert in 
Chile, raising money for Alternatives 
for Girls, a nonprofi t organization in 
southwest Detroit. 

Laura Smith, MPP ’03, joined CB 
Richard Ellis as an associate in 2005. 
Laura is a member of the land advisory 
team in CB Richard Ellis’ Brokerage 
Services Division in the Houston Gal-
leria Offi ce, specializing in large-acreage 
tract sales and site acquisitions. Her 

Class of 2006 Raises Over 
$10,000 for Gift to the School

responsibilities include new business 
development, due diligence review, 
market analysis of sites, and site acqui-
sition for homebuilders.

Bulbul Gupta, MPP ‘04, has recently 
started a new job as a research associate 
with The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation’s population program in Los 
Altos, California. She recently moved 
from Washington, D.C. where she was 
working as a President’s Management 
Fellow with USAID. She will be cover-
ing a variety of Packard’s domestic and 
international portfolios, providing 
inputs for grant making. Bulbul is also 
currently training for the San Fran-
cisco AIDS Marathon in July, 2006 
and is up to 14 miles out of 26.2! 

our class is thankful for all that the 
Ford School has given us,” said 2006 
class gift committee co-chair, Mike 
Delaney.

At the conclusion of the campaign, 
a celebration party was held at a nearby 
restaurant, where Dean Rebecca Blank 
thanked all donors.

“I’m very thankful for the students’ 
generosity and their enthusiasm for the 
School, which this class gift repre-
sents,” commented Dean Blank. “It 
clearly shows that those who come 

Bulbul Gupta

Walter Braunohler, MPP ‘02, fl oats by the 
Opera House in Sydney, Australia

Heather Brownfi eld and Paul Beckman

Heather Brownfi eld, MPP ’02, is 
engaged to Paul Beckman, to be mar-
ried in May ‘07. A civilian military 
analyst employed by the Department 
of the Army, Heather volunteered for a 
six-month deployment to Baghdad, 
Iraq, to begin in July. She will be sup-
porting three- and four-star generals 
on the ground with analysis of enemy 
activity and attack trends, and will be 
home in time for Christmas.
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According 
to the 2005 Lee 
C. Bollinger 
Award winner, 
Kyle Browning, 
MPP ’06, the 
gift made it 
possible for him 
to return for his 
second year 
without adding 
to his student 
loans. “I had 
planned for 
many years to attend public policy 
school. Receiving the support from 
Mr. and Mrs. Hackett took some of 
the fi nancial pressure off me during 
my second year. I very much appreci-
ate what they have done to help Ford 
School students like me.”

Jim, president and CEO of Steel-
case, has also supported the Ford 
School through his company. With 
Jim’s help and leadership, Steelcase 
provided a generous furniture and 
fi nancial contribution that went 
toward offi ces and several other areas 
in Joan and Sanford Weill Hall. These 
areas will be furnished with Steelcase 
products, helping to create an environ-
ment that fully supports the learning 
process.

 “Kathy and I are happy to pro-
vide support to the Ford School. We 
believe in the educational goals of the 
School and are proud to be associated 
with a school named after President 
Ford,” said Jim. “We can’t think of 
anything else we would rather do, and 
look forward to providing educational 
opportunities to additional Ford 
School students in the future.” 

T
 he Ford School is very lucky to   
 count Jim and Kathy Hackett of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan among 

its most loyal supporters. In 2002, 
the Hacketts endowed the Lee C. Bol-
linger Award, given annually to a second 
year Ford School student in honor of 
the former president of the University. 
This year, Jim and Kathy have once 
again demonstrated their enthusiastic 
support for the School’s students by 
endowing a second student award, the 
Hackett Scholarship Fund.  

“Jim and Kathy’s generous support 
makes a real difference in helping our 
students with their tuition,” states Dean 
Rebecca Blank. “I can’t thank them 
enough for expanding their generosity 
to annually support two students.”

• Looking to connect with other 
public policy alumni?  

• Searching for a new job and need 
fresh leads?  

• Relocating to a new city and need 
advice on neighborhoods?

All U-M alumni now have free 
access to inCircle, the U-M Alumni 
Association’s online directory and net-
working community. With inCircle, 
you can network with both Ford 
School alumni and other Michigan 
alumni who have shared acquaintances 

Jim and Kathy Hackett 
Establish Second Student Award, 
Help Furnish Weill Hall

and similar professions and interests. 
Log on to inCircle today to 

update your profi le and start building 
your network.

http://alumni.umich.edu/online-
services/in_circle.php 

Join inCircle and Put the Power 
of Michigan to Work for You!

here believe deeply in the value of a 
Ford School education and want to 
contribute to future generations of 
students.”

The Ford School community lost 
an important member in January with 
the death of student Jeff Druchniak, a 
joint MPP/JD candidate who entered 
the Ford School in the fall of 2004. 
The Class of 2006 chose to offer their 
gift to the school in Jeff ’s memory. 
Jeff ’s parents, Vicki and Gary Druch-
niak, also made a contribution to the 
class gift.

Thanks to everyone who contrib-
uted to the campaign, especially mem-
bers of the class gift committee, who 
spent a great deal of time and effort 
to make it a success: Angela Boatman, 
Kyle Browning, Chris Chan, Patricia 
Costa, Mike Delaney, Darren Easton, 
David Osta, and Steve Yarger. 

 Kyle Browning

Now free for all U-M alumni.
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 Do you have any recent news that you would like to share with fellow alumni? 
 

 New job, promotion, or award? 
 Recently moved?
 Got married or welcomed a new baby into the family?

Name         Class Year

 What’s New with You?

Complete this form 
and send to:
Alumni Relations and Development Offi ce
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy
University of Michigan
440 Lorch Hall
611 Tappan Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1220

Fax: (734) 998-6688 

Or email your news to: 
fordalum@umich.edu 
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T
 hroughout the spring, construction continued 
 at a furious pace on both the interior and exterior 
of Weill Hall. By early April, crews had laid tile in 

all of the restrooms in the building and had begun installing 
windows. By mid-April, workers were installing drywall 
throughout the lower fl oors of the building, while the walls 
on the top three fl oors were already receiving primer coats 
of paint. By mid-May, crews had begun installation of brick 
on the front stair and started washing the construction dust 
from the external brick. Staff, faculty, and students began 
donning hard hats to enjoy tours of the building — after 
hours, of course, to avoid any delays to the construction 
progress. Our move into Weill Hall is scheduled for mid-
August, and we expect to hold all Ford School classes in 
the new building for the Fall 2006 semester.

Joan and Sanford Weill Hall

Update


