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Matt Braun plugs a parking meter on the 2000 block of 11th Avenue in Regina on Tuesday. (DON HEALY/Regina 

Leader-Post) 

Accused of being “heavy-handed,” the City of Regina has decided to make 
education a priority when it comes to parking. 

Because of a large number of questions and concerns about parking 
enforcement — “that’s really an understatement,” Mayor Michael Fougere said — 
the city has decided to put a larger emphasis on education. 

On Tuesday, four parking enforcement personnel were reassigned to become 
“parking ambassadors” in an effort to deal with what Fougere called a perception 
issue. 

“We wanted to start addressing the perception issue that we’re cracking down 
because we are doing quite the opposite,” Fougere said. 



Over the past year, the overall number of parking infractions is down 15 per cent 
— no parking zone violations are down 38 per cent; no stopping zone violations 
are down 34 per cent; bus lane violations are down 28 per cent; no stopping 
zone violations are down 14 per cent; and expired meter violations are down 12 
per cent. 

As of July 31, parking ticket revenue stands at $1,165,769. The ticket revenue 
forecast for 2015 is $3-million, down from the $3.5-million accrued last year. 

For about the next six months the ambassadors will float around the downtown 
area making sure people understand the parking rules, handing out brochures to 
violators. 

They will also encourage drivers to use off-street parking spots. 

“Hopefully that will lead to fewer tickets, less frustration by those who receive 
tickets ... as well as an easier job for those who enforce the rules,” Fougere 
explained. 

“We want our parking personnel to be informative and help people understand 
what they’ve done wrong and make sure that they don’t do it again.” 

The city will not have to worry about Dane Imrie. He used to drive to work 
downtown but now rides his bicycle. 

It’s faster than driving, he says, because it would always take some time to find a 
parking space. 

He said parking downtown is more unpalatable than confusing. 

“I wouldn’t say it’s confusing, but it’s very complex,” he said, pointing out the 
different areas of downtown where there are time limits, but no meters. 

For Imrie, having education as more of a priority for the city makes little sense. 

“They should be putting their money into actual solutions for managing density, 
instead of figuring out where to put cars,” he said. “I’d like to see more incentives 
for people who work downtown, to get (to the) downtown using other means.” 

The Mayor said there are no plans to add more parking in the downtown core. 



Layne Pearse said sometimes it’s difficult to decipher what parking spaces are 
free and which ones aren’t, especially on weekends. 

“(The education) will cut down (tickets) for a few people I imagine, (but) they’ll 
have to be in the right place at the right time to catch them,” he said. 

“If they miss them, they’ll never know.” 

As far as parking in general goes, Pearse says it could be worse. 

“It seems like it’s adequate for what’s here. Confusion, there are worse places,” 
he said. 

He has lived in several cities, including Toronto: “It’s just a gong show there.” 

Dustin Milani says there has never been a time when he was confused about 
where he could and could not park downtown. 

“If you can read, it’s usually pretty easy to understand,” he said. 
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