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Jason Kenney says Canada depends on its special operations forces with the 
“pointiest edge of the spear.” 

That spear is expected to increase in sharpness if the Conservative Party is re-
elected next month. 

Kenney was at Regina-Lewvan Tory candidate Trent Fraser’s campaign 
headquarters on Saturday to announce the Canadian Armed Forces Special 
Operations Command (CANSOFCOM) would see a 35 per cent increase in the 
strength of its regular personnel by 2022. 

There are currently more than 1,900 personnel that comprise the command’s five 
main units: Joint Task Force 2; 427 Special Operations Aviation Squadron; 
Canadian Special Operations Regiment; Canadian Joint Incident Response Unit; 
and Canadian Special Operations Training Centre. 

Among the tasks CANSOFCOM carries out are supporting daily domestic and 
continental defence operations, responding to major terrorist attacks should they 
occur and responding to a global crisis where Canadian interests are directly 
impacted. 

“This planned investment in one of the most effective aspects of the Canadian 
military is part of our government’s broader effort to invest more resources in the 
Canadian Armed Forces,” Kenney said. 

It will also “ensure that the Canadian Armed Forces’ ability to help keep us safe 
and to project our values and interests around the world,” he added. 

The cost of the expansion is estimated to be $75 million over the next four years, 
with $10 million being spent in 2016-17 and increasing to $30 million in 2019-20. 
Once full expansion is reached, $50 million will be spent annually on maintaining 
CANSOFCOM with the resources and strategic capacity to respond to threats 
with flexibility and precision. 



Expansion of the special forces units will ensure Canada’s military is prepared to 
respond to terror threats posed by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Leant (ISIL), said Kenney. 

“We need the ability to protect ourselves,” he said. “Our strategic view is that 
there could very well be additional demands for the use of our special operations 
forces in the future and this announced increase in resources ... reflects that 
long-term strategic interest.” 

Despite the funding pledge, Kenney said this is not a step toward full Canadian 
military action in Iraq and Syria. 

“There will not be a combat dimension to our anti-ISIL mission,” he said. “Our 
ground operations are limited to advice, assist and training currently of Kurdish 
peshmerga.” 

Liberal Regina-Lewvan candidate Louis Browne said while the Liberals support 
the training of Kurdish forces being undertaken by CANSOFCOM, the actual 
military commitment by the Conservatives “does not match the ferocious 
rhetoric.” 

Stating “inconsistency” in Kenney’s message, Browne added that there’s “no new 
money” in the promise to increase the strength of Canada’s special operations. 

“Money will be taken from somewhere else in the Canadian Armed Forces 
budget,” said Browne. 

The federal government is aware of more than 130 Canadians that have travelled 
abroad to join ISIS and ISIL. To combat both terrorist organizations, 
CANSOFCOM will — as part of an international coalition — continue to tackle 
what Kenney said is a “growing threat of international terrorism.” 
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