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The Leader RCMP responded to an area east of Burstall, Sask., around 6:30 p.m. Monday where a grandfather 

and his grandson died in a farming accident. (Don Healy/Regina Leader-Post files) 

A small community in southwest Saskatchewan is in mourning after a tragic farming accident 
on Monday near the Alberta-Saskatchewan border. 

Dennis Becker, 62, and his 14-year-old grandson, Layne Langridge, were killed as grain was 
being unloaded from a dual hopper semi-grain trailer about 15 kilometres east of Burstall, 
Sask. 

On Tuesday, Layne Langridge was supposed to be enjoying the first day of the 2015-16 
school year at Fox Valley School. Instead, the Chinook School Division was providing 
support to students and staff at Fox Valley, as well as at Burstall School and Leader 
Composite School in the wake of his death. 

Wendy Deibert left this comment on a Facebook post Tuesday: “Layne was a very special 
young man who loved his family with all his heart. He will never be forgotten.” 



Neither will Dennis Becker. 

An avid Saskatchewan Roughriders and New York Yankees fan, Dennis Becker was always 
positive, didn’t hold grudges and often volunteered his time, said Gordon Ziegler, a friend 
and fellow Saskatchewan Lions member. 

“He was the kind of guy the rest of us wanted to be. Everybody liked Dennis,” said Ziegler, 
who lives in Richmound, about 30 kilometres south of Burstall. 

A former volunteer firefighter and former RM councillor, Dennis Becker was an integral 
member of the Lions community in his area and across Saskatchewan. 

“If it wasn’t for him, they wouldn’t have a Lions Club,” Ziegler said. 

Even in Saskatoon, Lions Club members felt the pain of Dennis Becker’s death. 

“This is like getting blindsided,” said Tom Armstrong. 

But it’s in the tight-knit community of Burstall where that grief is even more evident. 

Coun. Chris Ehnisz said news of the deaths is “devastating ... because we’re a small 
community.” 

Melanie Field, who also lives in Burstall, left this comment on a Facebook post: “There are 
no words. Only tears and prayers ...” 
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