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NEWS RELEASE 
Second annual Northern Aboriginal Festival  
 
Sudbury, ONT.—In a little more than a month, the sounds of friendship, music and dance will fill the Sudbury arena during the 
second annual Northern Aboriginal Festival.  Cambrian College, Laurentian University and the City of Greater Sudbury will be 
welcoming community members and special guests to the event on April 3, 4 and 5, 2009.   
 
"Unity, commitment, hope and change.  These are the qualities upon which the foundation of the Northern Aboriginal Festival is 
built.   Pride and dedication of the committee, volunteers and supporters will bring alive the 2nd Annual Festival,” said Angela 
Recollet, committee co-chair for Laurentian University, “Our vision for a unified community is threaded through the creative efforts 
of the coordination of the festival. One Community - Many faces - Many Colours - Lets Celebrate!" 
 
The event will showcase and celebrate different forms of unique Aboriginal culture throughout the three-day gathering, which is 
open to the entire community. The festival will include a Powwow, guest speakers, and a vendor’s market, featuring food, crafts, 
Native artisans and general information.  Grand Entries for the Powwow will begin at 12 p.m. on April 4 and April 5.   
 
“The Northern Aboriginal Festival provides an opportunity for all Nations to come together to share cultures, to visit with friends and 
family, to sing and to dance,” said Joyce Helmer, committee co-chair for Cambrian College, “It also provides Sudbury’s post 
secondary students with an opportunity to celebrate the ending of their academic year and greet the spring with a renewal of 
energy.” 
 
Two new components focusing on education and film and theatre have been added to the agenda for this year’s event.  On April 3, 
an education fair will be held in collaboration with the Rainbow District School Board and the Sudbury Catholic District School 
Board.  There will also be an Aboriginal film festival held at Rainbow Cinemas, on the evening of April 4.  
 
”The Northern Aboriginal Festival is quickly becoming a major cultural attraction in our city. Last year's inaugural event was warmly 
received by the community, with attendance and participation far exceeding our expectations,” said Rob Skelly, committee co-chair 
for the City of Greater Sudbury. 
 
Skelly is confident that by working together again with Cambrian College and Laurentian University, this year’s event will be even 
bigger and better than last year.   
 
The Northern Aboriginal Festival is the only festival of it’s kind in Greater Sudbury.  It is a family-friendly opportunity to experience 
culture, performances, organizations and artisans that are unique to the North.  By bringing together family, friends and strangers, 
the Northern Aboriginal Festival is building a strong foundation for a bright future in the Greater Sudbury area. 
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