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BACKGROUNDER ON HYBRID VEHICLES

With the current focus on Global Warming and ways to stop it, many companies 

that use vehicles to deliver or transport goods have made their own efforts toward a better 

environment by investing in fleets of hybrid vehicles (Lee).

Being that American cars are responsible for nearly half of greenhouse gas 

emissions let off by automobiles around the world (CarbonPlanet), this is an important 

step toward a healthier global climate.  

Many American businesses, especially courier services, have utilized large, 

commercial vehicles on a day-to-day basis that require a lot of gas to run, and emit 

harmful pollutants that become part of the 314 million metric tons of carbon dioxide 

emissions the U.S. emits yearly (CarbonPlanet). By investing in hybrid vehicles to 

replace these mass-polluters, companies can still get as much work done, while emitting 

up to 90% less harmful emissions (Scherer).  



Since 1950, the world has been talking about the importance of global climate 

change, noticing changes rapidly increasing as the lifestyle of the human race depends

more and more on oil. The first hybrid vehicle, a 1901 Porsche featuring in-wheel electric 

motors and an onboard gas engine to recharge the batteries, was not successful because

the mentality among people in that era was that gasoline powered vehicles were cutting 

edge and effective, and so it made no sense to fix something that was not broken

(EcoGeek).

On the forefront of hybrid vehicles are states like California, and New York, two 

states making grandiose efforts to ensure stricter emissions regulations. Although stricter 

regulations or a few fleets of hybrid vehicles may not seem like they have a big impact on

global warming, they are encouraging steps in the right direction.

“It’s a small step,” Mayor Michael Bloomberg said, “but it’s one of those steps 

that if we keep taking, we will be leaving a better world for our kids.”

Many NGOs have also jumped on the bandwagon, calling for more regulation in 

the federal community to make it a requirement to conserve earth’s prestige.

“The government needs to prevent global warming rather than adapting itself to 

the issues,” Brikesh Singh, convener of Greenpeace, said. “[The government] should 

make a beginning immediately.”

Leaving a better world for future generations is what most activists are focusing 

on. Scientists have linked global climate change to the melting of ice caps in various parts 

of the world, the endangerment of various animals that depend on consistently freezing 

temperatures to survive-most notably the polar bear- and the extreme weather conditions 



that have developed into problems for many regions of the world, causing natural 

disasters such as Hurricane Katrina and El Niño. 

Urging the public to become involved, both NGOs and governmental 

organizations have addressed the fear of global warming, and have gone so far as to warn 

citizens in places like Bandastand, India that they will simply have no place to live in a 

few short years if global warming continues at the rate it has been going. 

While the U.S. government has not explicitly supported hybrid vehicles, there are 

hefty tax write-offs for those who purchase hybrid vehicles (Hybrid Cars), and some 

recent endorsements from presidential candidate hopefuls, Senator Barack Obama, 

Senator Hillary Clinton, and Senator John McCain (Hybrid Cars). 

Companies switching to hybrid vehicles are making an investment in the 

environment, and in the community, projecting a positive image of the social 

responsibility that every person has to their community and environment. UPS has joined 

the fight by buying 50 hybrid delivery vehicles, 4100 low-emission vehicles as well as 

partnered up with the EPA to retrofit a percentage of their fleet with hydraulic hybrid 

technology, which will save more than 1000 gallons of fuel per vehicle each year.


