Lesson 1

Introduction to Character Traits
Content Standard:

Use knowledge of the situation and setting and of a character's traits and motivations to determine the causes for that character's actions.

Objective:

Instructional: SWBAT identify character traits and actions related to the character traits of two major characters in the book “There’s A Boy in the Girls Bathroom”

Behavioral SWBAT raise their hand to give examples, instead of shouting out. (AJ, YA, TB)

Diversity: FWBAT use a pre-made list of character traits to identify one that describes the character. (YA, JK)

Focus Motivation
-Students will meet on the carpet.

-Teacher will show the students two pictures. One of a superhero looking figure and the other of a scared person.

-The teacher will tell the students that they will be hearing the next chapter in the story of Superman and Scaredy Cat.


-Superman and Scaredy Cat are best friends and go everywhere together. Already, they've gone on a lot of adventures. When there was a bank robbery, Superman went in to save everyone and Scaredy Cat stayed at the donut shop and watched. When there was a kitty in the tree, Superman saved it and S.C. stayed in the car. When there was a child stuck in the mountains, Superman saved him even though he's scared of heights and S.C. stayed in the tent and watched their stuff. 
-Ask the students, based on what we already know, how would you describe Superman?

(look for courageous, brave, etc.) and then ask them WHY they think that. Do the same for

Scaredy Cat. 

-Continue with the story 


So one day they're walking along and they hear, "help!  help!" Its a kid trapped 


in a burning building! Now, based on what we know about the characters, what


do you think they will do next?
-Ask the students to come up with some ideas of what Superman and then what S.C. 

would do regarding the fire. And ask them why they thought that. (Look for ...because he's 

brave or ...because he's a coward). 

Input/Content Instruction
--"What you've just learned is something called character traits. These are the puzzle pieces 

that make up a characters personality. Because they're not real, the author has to create them 

and they are just one big puzzle of little traits and actions that make them who they are. 

-And, based on the way a character usually acts, we can tell a lot about how they would act 

in the future."

-Ask a student to then define what they think a character trait is as the teacher passes out the character trait word bank. (Included with lesson plan). Ask the students to look over the list and see if there were any words they didn't understand. Any words that are not understood, have the class define or have a student act it out (if appropriate for the word).

-Explain that today they are going to be looking carefully at the two main characters in “There’s A Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom”: Bradley and Jeff. They, as a class, will be making a chart for each of the characters.The chart is organized by: Traits & Actions. Explain that, while you will have a lot of ideas, it is important that we raise our hand and that they will not be called on if they are talking and their example will not be written if they blurt out without raising their hand.

Supported Guided Practice
-Beginning with the first chart for Bradley. Ask the students to generate a list of character traits from the list or from their own minds to describe Bradley. Have the students generate a list of approximately 4 traits. 

-"When we give a person in a book a character trait we have to have evidence. We can't just say that he's "rude" without having any proof. So what we need to do now is to come up with events from the book that show that he is all of these traits.

-Have the students generate at least one event for the 4 traits listed on the chart. 

-Once the chart for Bradley is complete, the students will move to Jeff with a similar process: first generating traits and then the actions to support the trait.

Closure
--Ask the students if they see any connections or have gained any new insights into the characters that they didn’t say before.

--Introduce the idea that they will be choosing one of the characters tomorrow and think of at least 2 new traits for that character.
