
Michael Flintcraft, a student at the University of Cincinnati and national board member 
of Students for Concealed Carry on Campus, is only asking for a chance to be ready to 
protect him self from the next campus shooting. This is why he and 28,000 other 
students, faculty members, parents and citizens believe that they should be allowed to 
carry their licensed handguns on campuses across the United States, according to 
Flintcraft.

“We simply believe that [licensed handgun holders] should be able to defend their lives if 
they are threatened,” Flintcraft wrote in an e-mail.  

It was after the loss of 32 students and teachers in the shooting that took place at Virginia 
Tech in April 2007 that SCCC was established. SCCC is an organization that contains 
both men and women from different political backgrounds. 

Although not everyone in the organization owns a handgun, they all have the same goals: 
To educate the public about being able to carry their handguns while getting rid of the 
myths about the organization and fighting state legislatures and school administrators to 
grant concealed handgun license holders the right to carry their handguns on campus. 

“Would you feel comfortable with somebody who willingly breaks the law and illegally 
carries a firearm?” Flintcraft wrote. “I sure don’t, but I do feel comfortable with 
somebody who has passed state and FBI background checks.”

Some schools, including Colorado State University, Blue Ridge Community College and 
all nine public schools in Utah, are already allowing students to carry their concealed 
handguns on campus.

“There have been no instances of firearm misuse, firearm theft or accidental discharges 
by license holders, according to various police chiefs of those campuses,” Flintcraft 
wrote. 

Through silent protests such as wearing an empty holster to class, SCCC members have 
gained more attention. Their first demonstration took place in October 2007, during 
which 125 U.S. colleges and universities walked around campus wearing empty holsters. 
This month, students aren’t as silent as they educated those unaware of the organization 
about its purpose and plan while also wearing empty holsters. 

A chapter of SCCC was founded last month at the University of Missouri-Columbia, but 
Paul Ready, the group’s leader on campus, decided the chapter would not participate in 
the demonstration. 

“One of our biggest arguments is that Carry Concealed Weapons (CCW) will go 
unnoticed if allowed on campus. It runs counter to that concept to make an overt show of 
gun paraphernalia on our persons,” Ready wrote in an email. “Instead, I’ve asked any 
members who would be interested in participating to buy a SCCC shirt and wear it 
sometime this week.” 



Although the Missouri chapter hasn’t been around long, they haven’t wasted any time 
and have already had a drive to call and write letters to legislators to help spread the word 
about SCCC. 

“As a result, I can honestly say I expect action in the Missouri legislature before the end 
of the next legislative session,” Ready wrote.

But for now, it will take more than a couple of demonstrations and a well organized 
group to make most students feel safe with handguns on campus.

Earlier this month students at Colorado State University protested against carrying 
handguns on campus. The demonstration consisted of students lying on the ground for a 
period of three minutes being completely silent to represent the amount of time it takes to 
purchase a gun. 
 
“Students are not trained to deal with crisis situations such as school shootings,” said 
Emily Pinto, a fashion design major at Stephens. “More people could end up getting hurt 
in the process of a student trying to stop a shooter. I think people are too quick to claim 
they need to rely on guns for protection. Often they just lead to more violence that could 
have been avoided.”

 

 


