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Women’s swimming signs 10 recruits 

 While the undefeated No. 4 Texas women’s swimming and diving team has 

collected win after win this season, the team has been victorious outside the pool as well. 

 The Longhorns nabbed 10 recruits for the 2009-2010 season:  eight swimmers 

and two divers.  Head coach Kim Brackin is excited about the incoming talent and feels 

that the new class will be a great addition to the Texas program. 

 “We were shocked to get 10 kids.  Happily [shocked],” said Brackin.  “The 

majority will be NCAA qualifiers [their] freshman year.” 

 Laura Sogar, of Exeter, R.I., and Spindrift Beck, a Dallas native, headline the new 

class.  Both swam at the 2008 U.S. Olympic Trials.  Sogar finished eighth in the 200-

meter breaststroke and 13th in the 100-meter breaststroke events.  Beck finished 20th in 

the 200-meter individual medley and 23rd in the 200-meter breaststroke. 

 The class also includes a set of twins, Lauren and Lindsey Norberg, a pair of 

breaststrokers from Brackin’s high school alma mater, Ithaca H.S. in Newfield, N.Y. 

 “Both ladies are super athletes who will add great depth to a talented breaststroke 

group,” said Brackin.  

 Bethany Adams of Frederick, Md., Kelsey Amundsen of The Woodlands, Jessica 

Guro of Bethlehem, Pa., and Leah Reinhardt of Louisville, Ky., round out the swimming 
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class.  The Longhorns also signed divers Samantha Holland, of San Antonio, and Maren 

Taylor, of Arlington, Va. 

 Brackin stressed the need to recruit swimmers and divers that added depth and 

talent to the team, but also were good people. 

 "We were extremely fortunate to get young women who absolutely allowed us to 

achieve that goal,” she said.  “The quality of person is exceptional, the commitment to 

academics is outstanding and the level of talent is truly exciting."  

 

Texas Invite preview 

 Brackin and men’s swimming head coach Eddie Reese have finalized details for 

the upcoming Texas Invite meet, to be held Dec. 4-6 at the Lee and Joe Jamail Texas 

Swim Center.  The three-day invitational will feature a format similar to the Big XII and 

NCAA Championships meet.  Preliminary events will be held in the morning with the 

finals to follow in the evening. 

 The Longhorns will host Arizona, Arizona State, SMU and Wisconsin men’s and 

women’s teams, as well as the women’s teams from Nebraska, UCLA and Washington 

State.  Hawai’i’s divers will also participate. 

 “I’m excited for the meet,” said Brackin.  She’s looking forward to seeing the 

difference between her team’s morning and evening swims.  In particular, she’s thrilled 

to watch her team swim against the defending NCAA Champion Arizona Wildcats. 
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 The Arizona women slipped from their No. 1 ranking to No. 3 in the College Swim 

Coaches Association of America’s most recent poll after a dual meet loss to No. 11 USC 

in Los Angeles Nov. 14. 

 The Arizona men, also defending NCAA Champions, fell from third to a tie for 

fourth in the most recent rankings as well.  A No. 22 USC team defeated the Arizona 

men on the same date. 

 The Texas men, unbeaten to date, are the top ranked team in the poll. 

 

Women victorious in home opener 

 The Texas women hosted Washington in their first home meet Nov. 21.  The 

Longhorns took 10 of 14 events in a 153-109 win over the visiting Huskies. 

 Several Longhorns used the meet to compete in races they don’t ordinarily swim.  

Despite being a freestyler primarily, freshman Karlee Bispo won the 100-yard 

backstroke and 500 freestyle and took second in the 200 individual medley. 

 Freshman Leah Gingrich collected four wins of her own, in the 200 freestyle, 100 

butterfly, 200 butterfly and as the butterfly leg of the 4 x 100 medley relay. 
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