
INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY      (SAMPLE) 
PHILOSOPHY: 101 

Course Instructor: Donavan Muir                                                          Office Hours: Mon 4:30-6:30PM 
Room Location: Storm Hall 241                                                                            Office Location: AL 431
Scheduled Week: MWF 11-11:50am                              Instructor E-mail: donavanmuir@hotmail.com
Prerequisites: None                                                                                                                           Fall 2009

_____________________________________________________________

Course Description
This course introduces the fundamental features of the history of philosophy. The primary areas 
of emphasis include particular western and non-western schools of philosophical thought. We 
will discuss and study how these schools developed, what these schools have to teach us about 
how we think, behave, and participate in our world, and what they have to tell us about the 
meaning of life. The point of this course is to acquaint students with philosophy’s content and 
techniques. Through reading, lecture, discussion, and presentations, students will become 
acquainted with issues in the history of philosophy. For example, students will explore some of 
the puzzles that philosophers concern themselves with, such as the relationship between mind and 
body, the existence of God, the free will vs. determinism argument, and basic metaphysical 
questions concerning existence and “what is.” Students will also gain a basic understanding of 
ancient, modern, and contemporary philosophers in both western and non-western traditions. For 
example, students will gain exposure to thinkers such as Heraclitus and Parmenides, Plato, 
Aristotle, Buddha, Nagarjuna, Mohammed, Al-Ghazali, Descartes, Spinoza, Hume, Nietzsche, 
and several other philosophers, along with several important philosophical theories. Students will 
also enhance their critical thinking skills such that their beliefs can be better grounded in a good 
understanding of the issues at stake and tempered with an appreciation of opposing views. 

General Outcomes
• To develop an understanding of the historical frameworks and interactions between 

diverse disciplines and traditions
• To address basic reasoning by teaching students how to ask critical questions
• To develop techniques of argumentation and skillful writing 
• To acquaint students with many underlying philosophical ideas throughout history
• To help students learn how to collect, organize, and interpret data using various research 

tools 
• To demonstrate how philosophy can help students make informed decisions by applying 

philosophical knowledge to everyday life experiences and real-life situations
• Most importantly, to encourage critical self-reflection 

Course Outcomes
After completion of this course, the student will have the general understanding and application 
of:

• Developing the capacity and disposition to think philosophically in a variety of contexts
• Acquiring information needed to have a reasonable and responsible opinion
• Developing a sense of fairness and respect for individual opinion necessary for cogent 

and respectful discussion
• Identifying and formulating philosophical questions
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• Assessing  and evaluating competing philosophical arguments
• Articulating and defending philosophically satisfying positions of their own
• Distinguishing between matters of pure fact or opinion
• Developing an understanding of how ideas shape history
• Detecting and removing vagueness, ambiguity, and inconsistencies
• Identifying a hidden assumptions and articulating those assumptions
• Developing and applying critical thinking skills and strategies for clear and precise 

composition organization, structure, and articulation
• Developing a mutual respect for diverse traditions outside of his or her own 

Course Texts and Materials  
• Prof. Muir: Philosophy 101- Introduction to Philosophical Traditions. The course text 

(packet) has been compiled by the instructor and is available in the campus bookstore 
• Other course texts and materials will be provided to the student by the instructor in the 

form of hand-outs, audio/visual material, and online sources 

Course Assignments
3  Assessment Essays (2-3 Page Papers) 
(5 points each. 15 points total) 
These papers will summarize and evaluate a particular philosopher or a philosophical school of 
thought covered in class. In these essays, the student is expected to: 1) summarize a philosopher’s 
or a tradition’s ideas; 2) address specific attributes of that position and; 3) provide a developed 
and well-reasoned evaluation of that position. In the last part of the essay (3) students should ask 
themselves if they agree or disagree with that position and provide a detailed explanation of their 
views. 

• Students must use the critical thinking tools covered in class and the course text(s). 
• All papers must be typed, double spaced, 12pt font (Times New Roman), with 1” 

margins. 
• All pages must be numbered and must have the student’s name, course name and section 

number, course meeting time, and instructor’s name in a header on the top right hand 
corner of the first page of the paper only. 

• All papers must be stapled prior to turning them in.  

3  Exams
(20 points each; 60 points total)
Each in-class exam will be in handout format and will be composed of a combination of multiple-
choice, true/false, definition, identification, and short-answer essay questions. There will be a 
short study guide and overview of the text given during class time prior to the day of the exam. 
Exams will take place at the end of that scheduled week.  

1 Final Term Paper
(20 Points) (5-7 pages, 12pt Times New Roman, Double Spaced, 1” Margins)
The final term paper will be the same format as the assessment essays. The term paper topic will 
be of your choosing. However, the paper must be structured according to one of the following 
three options: 

Option #1: A developed, in-depth argument of your own centered on a topic discussed in class.
Option #2: An accurate and formal analysis of a philosophical position other than your own.
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Option #3: A fully developed and well-reasoned counter-argument against a specific philosopher 
or philosophical tradition. 

The final term paper will be evaluated according to the following criteria:
• Mandatory: You must consult with me before finalizing your essay option choice, topic,  

and argument.      
• Spelling, grammar, and organization 
• Use of course text, lectures, and materials
• An accurate, honest, and historically responsible account of a philosopher’s or tradition’s 

position (i.e. No Straw Men or Ad Hominems, etc.)
• Whether or not the student followed the directions provided above and according to the 

directions of the essay option the student chose
• Note: When citing sources in your term paper, be sure to use the most recent Chicago 

Manual Style (CMS) or Modern Language Association (MLA) style guides. I will 
provide a short lesson on citing sources, and I have provided a series of online resources 
at the end of this syllabus that students can use for directions concerning proper citing.  

Participation 
(5 points)
Students are expected to participate regularly in class discussions and activities. Participation 
points will be based upon student involvement, attendance, and extra credit pop-quizzes.
 
Extra Credit 
(2 points each)
Extra credit will consist of spontaneous pop-quizzes given when the instructor sees fit. The pop-
quizzes will involve an in-class short-answer essay on the course readings or lectures. Extra credit 
is not required but may assist in increasing your grade. I strongly suggest that students take 
advantage of this opportunity by attending class regularly and by being prepared to be quizzed on 
the course material. 

Course Evaluations

# of Assignments Assignment Points per/Assign Point Total
3 2-3 pg. Papers 5pts 15 pts
3 In-Class Exams 20pts 60 pts
1 Final Essay 20pts 20 pts

participation 5pts
TOTAL 100PTS

Grading Scale

A 93-100% C 73-76%

A- 90-92% C- 70-72%

B+ 87-89% D+ 67-69%

B 83-86% D 64-66%
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B- 80-82% D- 60-63%

C+ 77-79% F 59% -

Course Schedule

Section 1. Ancient Western Philosophy
Week 1: Introduction to the Introduction to Philosophy, the Syllabus, and Content 

Week 2: The Pre-Socratics: Heraclitus, Parmenides, and Pythagoras
Readings: Excerpt from Philip Wheelwright The Pre-Socratics 

Week 3: Socrates and Plato
Readings: Excerpt from The Portable Plato
Due: Friday – Assignment Paper #1 

Week 4: Aristotle
Readings: Excerpt From Wheelwright Aristotle
Review for Exam #1 

Section 2. Modern Western Philosophy
Week 5: Descartes

Readings: Excerpts from The Meditations
Exam #1 (Week 1-4)

Week 6: Spinoza 
Readings: Excerpts from The Ethics

Week 7: Hume 
Readings: Excerpt from The Essays Concerning Human Understanding 
Due: Assignment Paper #2

Week 8: Kierkegaard
Readings: Excerpts from Fear and Trembling
Review for Exam #2 

Section 3. Contemporary Western Philosophy
Week 9: Nietzsche 

Readings: Excerpts from Twilight of the Idols and Beyond Good and Evil
Exam #2 (Week 5-8)

Week 10: Existentialism: Sartre
Readings: Excerpts from Sartre Existentialism and Human Emotions

Week 11: Philosophy of Technology: Marcuse and Feenberg
Readings: Excerpts from Marcuse One-Dimensional Man and Feenberg Question 

Concerning Technology
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Due: Assignment Paper #3 

Week 12: Critical Theory: Debord and Adorno
 Readings: Excerpts from Guy Debord and Adorno The Culture Industry
Review for Exam #3 

Section 4. Non-Western Philosophy
Week 13: Buddhism and Daoism: Buddha, Lao-Tzu, and Chuang-Tzu

Readings: Excerpts from Thomson Eastern Philosophy, Lao Tzu Tao De Ching, 
and Chuang-Tzu Basic Writings

Exam #3 (Week 9-12)

Week 14: Zen Buddhism
Readings: Excerpts from D.T. Suzuki Zen Buddhism and Dogen Shobogenzo

Week 15: Islam
Readings: Excerpts from History of Islamic Philosophy

Week 16: Modern Islam 
Readings: Excerpts from History of Islamic Philosophy
Due: FINAL TERM PAPER (due no later than 5pm on Friday at my office)

Special Needs Students 
Any students with special needs are asked to consult Disabled Student Services for 
accommodations. I will do my best to make sure that all students are comfortable and are able to 
attend classes with ease. Any questions, suggestions, or complaints are greatly appreciated and 
will be addressed promptly.

Late Work 
Late work will not be accepted unless the student can provide compelling evidence and reasoning 
for late work. However, late work will be graded down (10%) corresponding to how many days 
late the work is turned in from the due date given above. Compelling evidence is a doctor’s note 
or other forms of evidence, either verbal or written.

Make-Up Policy
Students are allowed to make-up one (1) exam only, provided that they supply legitimate reasons 
why they missed the exam. Since I offer extra credit, students do not have the ability to make-up 
paper assignments.  

Cell Phones and other Electronic Devices 
Cell Phones

Cell phones and other electronic devices MUST be turned off prior to the beginning of class. If 
there is an emergency call, you can leave the classroom to answer or to make a call. NO PHONE 
CALLS OR TEXT MESSAGING WILL TAKE PLACE DURING CLASS. Students who violate 
this rule will kindly be asked to leave for the remainder of the class meeting. I understand that 
cell phones can accidentally ring during class time, but please be mindful of the distractions they 
cause. 
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Laptops
Laptops are not allowed during the class meeting. They can be noisy and distracting to other 
students and can be cumbersome in small classrooms. 

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another 
author and the representation of them as one's own original work. Plagiarism by students is 
considered academic dishonesty or academic fraud and offenders are subject to academic censure. 
This includes a failing grade in the class or academic expulsion from the college. Please see the 
Student Handbook for the college policy on plagiarism and how to avoid it. BE SURE TO CITE 
YOUR SOURCES CORRECTLY WHENEVER YOU ARE QUOTING SOMEONE. 

Additional Resources for Writing Philosophy Essays
Writing Philosophy Essays Websites:

• Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html

• Writing a Philosophy Paper
http://www.sfu.ca/philosophy/writing.htm

Essay Writing Style Guide Sites:
• Chicago Manual Style (CMS) Guidelines (Quick Guide)

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
• Modern Language Association (MLA) Guidelines (The OWL at Purdue U.)

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/ 
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Bibliographical Information for Excerpts in Course Packet
• Paragraphed sections are the students’ readings. When students are using citations in their 

papers, they should use these references in  their footnotes, endnotes, and bibliography 
(omitting the paragraphed portions). 

Section 1:
Buchanan, Scott., ed. The Portable Plato. New York: Viking Press, 1948. 

(Book VII of The Republic, pgs. 546-584) 

Wheelwright, Philip., ed. Aristotle. New York: Odyssey Press, 1951.
 (Natural Sciences: Ch.1, pgs. 3-63; The Metaphysics: Ch. 2, pgs. 67-104) 

Wheelwright, Philip., ed. The Presocratics. New York: Odyssey Press, 1966. 
(Heraclitus: Ch. 3, pgs. 64-89; Parmenides: Ch.4, pgs. 90-105; Pythagoras: Ch. 7, pgs. 
200-234) 

Section 2:
Descartes, René. Meditations on First Philosophy. John Cottingham, trans., New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 1986. 
(Meditations 1-3, pgs. 12-36)

Spinoza, Baruch. The Ethics and Selected Letters. Seymour Feldman, ed., Samuel Shirley, trans., 
Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Co, 1982. 
(Part 1: Concerning God, pgs. 31-62; Letter 32, pgs.244-246)

Hume, David. An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding. Charles W. Hendel, ed., New 
York: Bobbs-Merrill co, 1955. 
(Of Probability, pgs. 69-71; Of the Idea of Necessary Connection, pgs. 72-89)

Kierkegaard, Soren. Philosophical Fragments. Howard V. Hong, trans., New Jersey: Princeton 
University Press, 1974.
(The Absolute Paradox, pgs. 46-67; Interlude, pgs, 89-110)

Section 3.
Adorno, Theodor. The Culture Industry. New York: Routledge, 1991. 

(Ch.3 Culture Industry Reconsidered, pgs.98-106)

Feenberg, Andrew. Questioning Technology. New York: Routledge, 1999. 
(Introduction, Pgs. 1-17)

Jappe, Anslem. Guy Debord. Donald Nicholson-Smith, trans., Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1999. 
(Part 1, pgs. 1-19)

Marcuse, Herbert. One-Dimensional Man. Boston: Beacon Press, 1964. 
(New Forms of Control, pgs. 1-17)
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Nietzsche, Friedrich. Twilight of the Idols/The Anti-Christ. R.J. Hollingdale, trans., New York: 
Penguin Books, 1990. 
(TWILIGHT: Reason in Philosophy, pgs. 45-49; Morality as Anti-Nature, pgs. 52-57; 
The Four Great Errors, pgs. 58-65) 
(ANTI-CHRIST: Parts 2-9; 13-18; 20-24; 33; 39;50-52; 58)

Nietzsche, Friedrich. “Beyond Good and Evil” in The European Philosophers from Descartes to 
Nietzsche. New York: Random House, 1960. 
(Supplementary Readings., 852-870)

Sartre, Jean Paul. Existentialism and Human Emotions. New York: Philosophical Library, 1957. 
(Existentialism, pgs. 9-51; Freedom and Responsibility, 52-59)

Section 4. 
Dogen. Shobogenzo. Thomas Cleary, trans., Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1986. 

(The Issue at Hand, pgs. 32-35; The Nature of Things, pgs. 38-41; Such, pgs. 49-55; 
Being Time, pgs. 104-109)

Fakhry, Majid. A History of Islamic Philosophy. 2nd ed. New York: Columbia University Press, 
1983. 
(Ch.3 Beginnings of Systematic Philosophical Writing in the 9th Century, pgs. 66-106; Ch 
12. Modern and Contemporary Trends, 333-367)

Lao Tzu. Tao Te Ching. Victor H. Mair, trans., New York: Bantam, 1990. 
(Verses 46, 57, 70, 76)

Merton, Thomas. The Way of Chuang Tzu. New York: New Directions, 1965. 
(The Pivot, pgs. 42-43; Man is Born in Tao, pg. 65; Leaving Things Alone, pgs. 70-71; 
Action and Non-Action, pgs. 80-81; Great and Small, pgs. 87-90; The Man of Tao, pgs. 
91-92; When the Shoe Fits, pgs. 112-113; Where is Tao?, pgs. 123-124; Tao, 150-152) 

Suzuki, D.T.  Zen Buddhism. William Barret, ed., Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1956. 
(Ch. 1, 4, 7, 8)

Thompson, Mel. Eastern Philosophy. Chicago: McGraw-Hill, 1999. 
(Ch. 2. pgs. 39-73; Ch.4. pgs, 95-121) 
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