
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 26, 2003 

 

Honorable Michael R. Bloomberg 

Mayor of the City of New York 

City Hall 

New York, New York 10007 

 

Dear Mayor Bloomberg: 

 

I am writing to you to express my strong support of City Council Intro 523, the Mitchell-

Lama Conversion Protection Bill.  This bill would help to protect the rights of thousands of 

tenants in Mitchell-Lama buildings throughout the City, whose buildings are at risk of being 

converted to market rate housing.  

 

While the intent of the Mitchell-Lama program was to create more than one hundred 

thousand units of affordable housing for low-to moderate-income households, the legislation did 

not result in equal protection to tenants when owners “opt out” of the program.  Intro 523 seeks 

to address this issue by requiring that owners provide 18 months notice to tenants and the 

Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) when opting out of the program.  

The bill also authorizes HPD to impose civil penalties on owners who do not comply with all 

rules and regulations of the buy-out process.  HPD would also be required to conduct a 

community impact study to examine the effects of the buy-out process, including the number of 

tenants who would be forced to relocate or who could not afford market rate rents.   

 

We must continue to find innovative ways to preserve and protect the affordability and 

stability of Mitchell-Lama buildings, whose tenants are the backbones of our communities.  

Unquestionably, Intro 523 is a strong measure that, if implemented, would help to preserve the 

rights of Mitchell-Lama tenants and prevent the loss of precious, affordable housing in the City. 

 

I, therefore, urge you to sign into law, City Council Intro 523, the Mitchell-Lama 

Conversion Protection Bill. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Marty Markowitz 

 

cc.:   City Council Speaker Gifford Miller 

         Julie Miles, Campaign Director 

           Campaign to Preserve Affordable Housing 

 

MM/ef  

 


