
Solution Brief

Adobe solutions for career  
and technical education
Industry-standard tools and essential, real-world skills put education to work for  
tomorrow’s digital communicators.

Challenges for the 21st-century high school graduate
Digital communication—the ability to communicate effectively using various digital media—is  
a fundamental skill for many careers, not just the design professions. Across many industries, 
individuals who use technology to communicate their ideas effectively and work efficiently with 
others are more productive. Career and technical education (CTE) courses are an excellent  
venue for teaching these skills while incorporating real-world experience and building  
crucial academic capabilities. 

The 2006 UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) report identified, “for governments, public 
technical and vocational education and training (TVET) is seen as essential for enhancing 
economic competitiveness and for contributing to social inclusion, poverty reduction, and 
sustainable development.” With rapid technological advances, demographic changes, pressures 
from government, and increasing globalization, schools and teachers face increasing challenges 
to prepare students for the future. Effective career and technical education programs need to 
reflect the reality of the workplace and offer students ways to explore multiple careers, build 
transferable skills, and access multiple paths to success. 

Many countries are expanding their technical education programs to help produce a more 
qualified workforce. These programs not only appeal to students who have been immersed in 
technology from a young age; they have also been proven to engage all students in learning and 
to help them explore new career opportunities. Equally important, these courses inspire and 
engage disenfranchised students. Innovative CTE courses in design and media, for instance, 
combine academic rigor with real-world experience and professional job skills. Understanding 
the reality of the workplace, and the critical thinking and employability skills needed to succeed, 
is just as important as knowing the tools used in the workplace. Graduates can use their new 
skills to begin full- or part-time work, or they can receive advanced credit for courses taken in 
high school to jump-start their college degree.

Top reasons to use Adobe® 
Creative Suite® 3 for CTE

• Students: Learn software tools 
used in the professional workplace, 
produce higher quality work, 
and gain the most up-to-date 
and in-demand career skills and 
experience—and the certification 
to prove it.

• Teachers: Leverage training 
resources and ISTE-approved 
curricula to easily run CTE classes 
and student projects for an entire 
school year.

• Districts: Enjoy administrative 
convenience, IT flexibility across 
Mac and Windows® platforms, 
and a fair measure of budgetary 
breathing room.



Destined for college? Maybe. Success? Absolutely.
Considering the importance of CTE programs globally, Adobe solutions for career and technical 
education are specifically designed to prepare students with fundamental digital communication 
skills and the practical experience they need to thrive in the 21st century. 

Whether students are learning these skills in the context of graphic design, web design and 
development, or film and video design and production, Adobe software provides the same 
integrated workflow capabilities that today’s working professionals rely on. In addition to 
gaining the necessary technical know-how, students also learn to collaborate on projects, solve 
problems, manage their time, and even interact with real-world clients. The result: They develop 
the full range of proficiencies, attitudes, and skills required for on-the-job success in any career. 

Industry-standard design and media products are only the most obvious components of a 
complete CTE solution for K-12. Adobe’s graphic, web, and video design and production tools 
are complemented and supported by curriculum guides, certification, and Site Licenses. The 
three complete, year-long, project-based curriculum guides are each recognized with the 
International Society of Technical Education (ISTE) Seal of Alignment for their support of the 
new National Education Technology Standards (NETS) for Students. These guides, developed  
in collaboration with educators, can help schools implement full career and technical education 
programs in web, design, and video. Adobe also now provides certification exams that can 
validate the student’s and educator’s newly acquired skills, and comprehensive and affordable 
Site Licenses for K-12 schools and districts. 

Start with Adobe Creative Suite 3 for top-quality, professionally favored tools
Adobe’s Creative Suite 3 editions for web, graphic design, and video production empower 
students to express their creative ideas and learn productive workflows using the most extensive, 
highest quality collection of design and media tools and features available anywhere at any 
price—exactly as today’s professionals do. While in school, they learn to create media projects 
that will later serve as ePortfolios that get noticed.

“Adobe products are the industry standards,” notes Moses Ojeda, technical instructor, New York 
Department of Education. “And when students leave here, they have the tools needed to attain a 
position in this career.” Ray Wishart, video production instructor at A.C. Mosley High School, 
concurs. “Students who know how to use Adobe software have the skills they need for  
college-level courses or careers in the video industry,” notes Wishart. “And their projects  
rival the quality of virtually anything seen on television today.” 

Focus on the work—not the software
A common user interface and seamless integration across all Creative Suite 3 tools enable students 
and educators to quickly learn the software, explore new creative options, and work faster and 
more fluidly. The result: Creative Suite 3 makes life easier for students and teachers alike. 

“Adobe tools behave like one piece of software, giving my students a streamlined workflow, and 
helping them save a tremendous amount of time.” says A. C. Mosley’s Wishart. “Best of all, 
students can focus on telling stories versus making the technology work.” According to Carol 
Jackson, digital design instructor at Winter Park Tech, “We use Adobe products because they  
are so smoothly integrated with each other, the workflow comes as second nature.” Brad 
Lindemann, computer science teacher at Bellarmine College Preparatory School, adds, “We 
encourage students to dream as big as they can and then make their dreams come true with 
Adobe products.” 

New or enhanced features in  
Adobe Creative Suite 3

• All-new versions of essential creative 
tools offer students and educators 
more innovative options than ever 
before for expressing creative ideas.

• Powerful features give students 
and educators the same level 
of integration, efficiency, and 
productivity as design professionals 
in creative industries.

• Support for the latest Macintosh 
and Windows systems enables 
schools and districts to use the 
platform they prefer.

• More efficient workflows  
streamline repetitive tasks, 
accelerating workflows to meet 
demanding deadlines.

• Smoother integration of images 
allows easier incorporation of content 
across multiple media.

• More complete toolsets enhance  
and expand previous features  
and options.

• Tighter integration across multiple 
media offers novel opportunities  
for sharing content.

• New standard for quality  
and innovation brings  
professional-quality output to  
a wide variety of classroom and 
campus work. 

• Site License programs help ensure  
Creative Suite 3 won’t break the 
school or district budget.



Develop technology, critical thinking, and employment skills 
Adobe’s year-long, project-based Visual Design, Digital Design, and Digital Video curriculum 
guides—designed expressly for CTE programs—prepare teachers to help students get the full 
value from their Creative Suite software experience. 

Adobe curriculum guides emphasize four skill areas: design, communication, project  
management, and technology. Students develop these key skills in a spiral. For example,  
they may start with logos and business cards and then move on to brochures and multipage 
newsletters. Students work in teams and interact with clients as they run projects from planning 
through evaluation and distribution, acquiring necessary business communication and software 
skills and assembling a work portfolio. As the classroom experience more closely aligns with the 
work world, the students gain ownership over their learning experience, and the workplace 
becomes more relevant. “It’s amazing to watch our students mature and blossom  
as they move through the curriculum,” says Winter Park Tech’s Jackson. 

Just as important, because they were developed with ISTE, Adobe’s curriculum guides support 
the 2007 NETS for Students. The ISTE NETS Seal of Alignment is the educator’s assurance that 
Adobe’s Visual Design, Digital Design, and Digital Video curricula meet the highest standards in 
education today and represent the industry’s stance on the skills needed in the workplace. 

Adobe’s curriculum guides are shipped with all Site Licenses and can also be downloaded for free 
from our Education website.

The classes are taught, the projects completed, the portfolio compiled—now, get  
the certification
How can students, graduates, and teachers stand out in an increasingly competitive world? One 
way is with Adobe certification, which recognizes students’ and instructors’ digital media 
expertise. Certification exams can also provide a goal-oriented endpoint to a school’s  
CTE program. 

Two levels of Adobe certification are available:
• The new Adobe Certified Associate (ACA) certification, developed and administered by Adobe 

partner Certiport, validates the entry-level skills needed to plan, design, build, and maintain 
effective web, rich media, and visual communications. Completing Adobe’s Visual Design and 
Digital Design curriculum programs prepares students to pass the appropriate ACA test.

• The Adobe Certified Expert (ACE) or Professional certification signifies in-depth,  
professional-level software knowledge and is a recognized standard worldwide. 

Adobe career and  
technical solutions

Software: Industry-standard,  
professional-quality 

• Creative Suite 3: Design

• Creative Suite 3: Web

• Creative Suite 3: Production

• Creative Suite 3: Master Collection

Curricula: Project-based, ISTE  
NETS–aligned 

• Visual Design: Foundations of Design 
and Print Production

• Digital Design: Foundations of Web 
Design

• Digital Video: Foundations of Video 
Design and Production

Certification: Valuable,  
globally recognized

• Adobe Certified Expert (ACE) or 
Professional

• Adobe Certified Associate (ACA)

K-12 Site Licenses: Simple,  
affordable, comprehensive 
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For more information 

To learn more about Adobe solutions 
for career and technical education, visit 
www.adobe.com/go/edu_buy.

Stretch the budget with comprehensive, convenient K-12 School Site Licenses 
New Adobe Creative Suite K-12 School Site Licenses enable schools and districts to conserve 
their software budgets and reduce administrative overhead while giving students, teachers,  
and administrators easy access to the software. The Site License program has been devised  
specifically for schools and districts that integrate multimedia education with the curriculum  
and offer CTE programs.

The K-12 School Site License program is: 

• Cost-effective: A low-cost, flat-fee, single-license purchase covers every student, teacher, and 
administrator—on up to 500 school-owned or -leased computers—regardless of school  
enrollment size.

• Convenient: Site licenses mean easy installation, license management, and control of license use 
throughout the school. 

• Multiplatform: Creative Suite 3 software runs on Mac and PC platforms to support individual 
school and district preferences. 

• Designed for home use: Up to 50 teachers at one school can use Creative Suite 3 on their home 
computers to prepare for courses ahead of time.

• Rooted in curriculum and professional development: Each Creative Suite 3 edition comes with 
hundreds of software tutorials, developed in partnership with Lynda.com, and the year-long, 
project-based Visual Design, Digital Design, and Digital Video school curricula.

Preparing students for all careers and callings
Adobe solutions for career and technical education combine Adobe’s industry-standard  
web, design, and video production tools with new Site License programs, ISTE-recognized 
curriculum guides and training resources, and certification programs for educators and  
students. The result: Students build crucial technology, communication, employment, and 
critical thinking skills, and districts save time and money.


