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Chinatown Community Center |void                 
Where there is nothing, everything is possible.
Where there is architecture, nothing (else) is possible.         
                                             (Rem Koolhaas, 1985)

The site for this building locates at Chinatown 
neighborhood in New York City. It covers an area 
of about 2280 square meters and have its two 
sides bounded by existing neighborhood, and at 
the same time it opens to two streets adjacent to its 
north and south side. 

Based on previous research, it is aimed to create 
a building with boundaries as well as transitional 
spaces. Two circular routes starting from both 
sides of the streets make up the circulation system 
in this building; one route is for community library 
and the other for the public gallery. They function 
independent from each other but also interact with 
each other. At certain points, these two routes are 
connected, either visually or physically. 

Inspired by traditional Chinese courtyard houses, 
where every room is centered by different court-
yards, some of the so called void spaces are 
arranged in the building. These voids also vary in 
size and depth; they are top- down elements and 
create exterior spaces inside the building. Walls are 
around the voids and define/divide the entire rooms 
into smaller areas.
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In principle the building is designed with white 
concrete and light spaces in order to define a 
harmonic unity. According to that all furniture’s 
and other spatial investigations will be adjusted to 
keep the atmosphere clam and clear. 

However, the two routes inside the building are 
defined by warm materials, wood for instance. A 
strong contrast between the circulation spaces 
and the functional areas are created, emphasizing 
the moments when transiting from the circulation 
areas into the functional rooms. 
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The site is a massive triangle space at the north of 
the IJ River in North-Amsterdam which located at 
the space between one residential district on north 
and the future high-rise office district on south part. 
The very location for the building complex is pro-
posed in this site where the grid of the building is 
both independent from the north part of the housing 
district and the south office district. Therefore, the 
building distinguishes itself from its surroundings, 
but parallel to the waterfront line at the same time 
to constitute an integral part of the Amsterdam city.

Amsterdam is a city which contains lots of different 
types of amusements as well as diverse lifestyles. 
This phenomenon are translated into the building 
by proposing several conventional amusement 
facilities in the building and connecting them by a 
continuous route. This route provides spaces with 
different experiencing qualities for people who live 
in the building and visitors. Moreover, it creates 
the possibility that private living and a diversity 
of public life can not only exist together, but also 
interact with each other. Therefore, an interactive 
way of living style will be created between dwellers 
and visitors. 
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aMAZEment Building: Living+ Amusement |new concepts for dwelling                      
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The circulation system in this building consists of 
housing circulations and a complex public routing. 
They function separately to some extend for the 
privacy need of living. Nevertheless, these two 
circulations are connected at several points where 
public spaces can influenced by private life, and 
vice versa. 

The housing typologies are arranged according 
to the amusement programmes in the building, 
namely ‘kitchen house’, ‘cinema house’, ‘gallery 
house’ and ‘lounge house’. They both have 
intimate relationship with the public spaces, both 
share parts of their private living with the public or 
influenced by the public domain. In this way, the 
private living and public activity are well combined, 
which creates a dynamic lifestyle for both the 
dweller and the public visitors.
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Wuhan•China– Planning and Designing for Shouyi Cultural District               

On Oct.10.1911 (Xinhai year), the first shot of 
the Wuchang Uprising (Shouyi) was fired by 
revolutionists whose leader is Dr. Sun Yat-sen. The 
1911 Revolution is the end point of the imperialistic 
government of old China, and is also the threshold 
to the republic era of China, so it is praised as “The 
gate to the Republic of China”.

Exerting the spirit of democracy and persistent 
struggling it has demonstrated, integrating the 
cultural resources and displaying the worldwide 
influence of 1911 Revolution, building the Shouyi 
Cultural District and exhibiting its value of history 
and culture, all are the historical duty of Wuhan.

Therefore, the Wuhan Government organized 
the competition “Wuhan•China– Planning and 
Designing for Shouyi Cultural District” and invited 
worldwide designing organizations to participate in 
and submit planning for the Shouyi Cultural District.

The Shouyi Cultural District locates in Wuchang old 
town, between the Snake Mountain and the Ziyang 
Lake. Being adjacent to the Fuxing Road in the 
west and connecting with Shouyi Road in the east, 
starting from the Snake Mountain in the north and 
ends at the planned Jinshui Road, the total area is 
approximately 170 hectare.

The core part of this district is enclosed by Shouyi 
Road, the planned Jinshui Road, Wuluo Road, 
Zhongshan Road, Tiyu Road and the Snake Moun-
tain, covering an area of about 105 hectare. This 
core part is divided into 3 blocks: Snake tMountain 
Block, Shouyi Block and Ziyang Lake.

Concept: The Shouyi Cultural District has to be treated as one 
continuous space: From Snake Mountain to Ziyang Lake.

The main idea of this plan is to create 
a continuous public space from the 
Snake Mountain to the Ziyang Lake 
area. Historical buildings are preserved 
and integrate into the new planning. 
Boulevards, pedestrians, open squares 
as well as lake shore spaces constitute 
the new public spaces in Shouyi Cultural 
District and expand the former memorial 
site into a place of various activities for 
local citizens. In addition, commercial 
and residential buildings are proposed in 
the scheme which define the core open 
spaces and increase the real estate 
value of the Shouyi Cultural District.  
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Wuhan•China– The Museum Design in Shouyi Cultural District

The museum locates in the axis of the historical 
building (Red Chamber) and separates the public 
space in-between the Snake Mountain and the 
Ziyang Lake into two parts: 1, the north plaza which 
was enclosed by the existing Red Chamber and the 
Theater for memorial ceremony and 2, the south 
part which is a open public space of daily activities 
defined by the west new commercial areas and 
the east renewed housing district. It is open to the 
south as a continuous public space form the Snake 
Mountain to the Ziyang Lake.

The museum is consists of two blocks on the 
ground to create an open image of the whole public 
surroundings, but covered with a giant roof which 
represent the meaning of ‘unity’. The two blocks 
are connected underground. In this way, the public 
spaces are separated into a memorial plaza to 
the north and a collective dynamic square at the 
south, but these spaces also flow into each other 
and consist of a whole continuous public domain at 
the same time.
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