
It was a freezing, cold 
morning when she first set 
foot on the Oklahoma State 
University campus.  

She had been up since 9 
a.m. and was exhausted.  To 
make matters worse, she 
was wearing heels.  OSU 
wasn’t even on her list of 
potential colleges—her 
family was at the Atherton 
for a Big XII conference, so 
her mom decided to sched-
ule an on-campus tour.  

The heels repeatedly met 
with the cold, hard concrete.  
Click, clack.  Click, clack.  It 
was time for the journalism 
tour.  All she kept thinking 
was “I really, really want 
this day to be over so I can 
get some 
sleep.”

Olivia Jackson didn’t 
know what to expect on her 
first visit to OSU, especially 
the journalism department.  
She thought to herself, 
“This is just going to be 
another boring, bland half-
hour tour.”

Then, she met with the 
Journalism and Broadcast-
ing Ambassadors that were 
scheduled to give her a tour 
of the building.

Jackson said after waiting 
10 minutes, her ambassa-
dors, Germaine Paul and Eli 
Nichols, arrived.

“Germaine walked in 
with the brightest smile and 
kindest attitude, so immedi-
ately my grouchy attitude 
started to change,” Jack-

son said. “All of a sudden 
I started thinking ‘OK, this 
can’t be too bad—I’ll make 
it through this.’”

She said the ambassadors 
gave her a tour of the build-
ing and spent time getting to 
know her.  

“This was important be-
cause it made me feel com-
fortable around them and 
not feel like a tense little 
high schooler,” Jackson 
said.  “Both of them started 
to build a friendship with 
me, and I knew that I could 
trust most of what they wee 
telling me; the experience 
was great.”

She said the “dreaded” 
half-hour tour turned out 
to be an hour full of fun, 
laughter and great insight 
into OSU’s journalism pro-
gram.

Jackson said she felt more 
comfortable around the stu-
dent ambassadors because 
they were easier to relate to. 

“The professors I vis-
ited with seemed busy with 
other work and used terms 
I had no idea existed,” she 
said.

Trust and ability to relate 
to the ambassadors defi-
nitely made her feel more 
relaxed and opened the 
doors for her to ask all the 
questions she wanted to, 
Jackson said.

“I didn’t feel so intimidat-
ed around Germaine and Eli 
and felt they could under-
stand what I was going 

through because it was only 
four or five years ago that 
they were in the same shoes 
as me,” Jackson said.

She said most of the jour-
nalism departments at other 
universities were kind of 
disappointing because none 
measured up to OSU’s pro-
gram.

“The Mac computers, 
broadcasting room and stu-
dent newspaper made me 
excited and eager to work 
with the journalism pro-
gram,” Jackson said.  “Its 
been hard to get the same 
feeling of excitement from 
other schools’ journalism 
departments; I usually end 
up leaving with the impres-
sion of ‘That’s it?’”

Jackson said at first she 
didn’t consider OSU as a 
potential university to at
tend. After touring the 
building and meeting with 
the ambassadors, staff and 
professors, though, she said 
she decided to put OSU at 
the top of her “potential col-
leges” list.

“Its been at the top ever 
since, and I don’t think that’s 
going to change any time 
soon,” she said.  “I heard 
about the OSU School of 
Journalism and Broadcast-
ing from the lady who set 
up my campus tour. 

“She said it was a great 
major to look in to and that I 
wouldn’t be disappointed if 
I did; she was right.”

Ambassadors convince high school 
student OSU is the right choice

Students can hands-on experience at OSU’s School 
of Journalism and Broadcasting
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