A SHORT PROLOGUE TO MY PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE……

- Sonia Pimenta

To explain all what have been achieved in the last 8 yrs tenure of my profession as an architect has been amazing. Achieving great heights with constant advancement towards new avenues of this field has been a major highlight throughout my career so far.

To start with way back in the year 1999 when I stepped in the School of Architecture to pursue my studies for the Bachelors of Architecture ; I did not have clue of what was being done in a school that was related to arts and architecture. But the aspiration and the want to do something good and great created the drive and interest framing a major asset to my success.
Academics in the School of Architecture made me explore the unknown me; opening new windows to the field of art and design; Curriculum was designed for exploring the technical and creative aspects of each of us.

First year of college involved more creative projects like product designing and theatre set design; also the basics of design principles and expression of it in the forms of line; shape and forms was also explored. Year two introduced to the more architecture related projects. Scale of projects varied from designing a neighbourhood playschool to a more integrated institution for arts and design where the calculative and functionality aspects of designing was introduced and implemented. Year three incorporated internship; I chose to work in my home town i.e. Goa as it opened windows to understanding the local architectural practices and its execution.

During the successive years to come the curriculum included the more exponential forms of design and architecture. Advancement to urban design and architecture was the next main highlight. Planning the local neighbourhood and its related utilities and also an understanding of its effects on the local architectural language was also interesting. The final year of the school of architecture first semester involved urban design projects and last semester was design thesis research. 
The topic that I short listed for research thesis was Study of Relation between Shopping and Movement. It started with book reviews and case studies in and around the major cities of India; the area of case studies were cities that were historically and economically important in the present economic scenario of India. A tour to the cities namely Ahmedabad; Jaipur; Simla; Delhi and Bangalore gave me a wider scope of understanding the levels of evolution and functioning of the shopping economic zones with respect to the movement and circulation patterns of the cities. As the cities I had short listed for my studies were historically as well as modern times planned to meet the requirements of town planning; it became a basis for the structuring of my research .Selection of the field of study was the next major challenge in the research study; I chose the area as my home town as it was a major commercial town from the ancient times till date. One of the major highlights was its growth and advancements with the subsequent changes in the transportation and movement patterns within the city. The field studies involved onsite observations of varied types i.e. movement patterns; merchandise displays; distribution of merchandise etc; the entire study was a high-quality experience as it made me understand integrities of the various aspects of ecomically driven cites and the various impacts of basic planning relating to the movement patterns onto the economic and social development of a city.
As I stepped out of the school of architecture I was cultured with all the required distinctions in order to understand and practice the field. As the field is varied with its various subdivided branches the major challenge was now to decide the one that I would like to be associated with. As my understanding of the field was minimal I took the challenge of experimenting the various forms and branches that were available at my disposal in order to take a decisive step.
Professional experience started with Landscape architecture. Designing of the outer blanket and incorporating it with the built form was a major highlight. Knowing and realising that there also exists various forms of landscape architecture with respect to the region and the climatology of the areas and also understanding its evolution with changes in the socio economic strata of the society was of great valued experience. Design projects involved designing for structures tendering for the green building certification. As an outcome it opened avenues for understanding and creating technologies for sustainable developments in neighbourhood and township planning.
The next professional step was moving towards retail design and corporate interiors. As I am associated with one of the leading architectural practices in India I had the opportunity to understand and design for the corporate and the retail sector. Understanding the work culture and behaviourism and thus incorporating the same in the planning of their workspace was a challenging job. Also experimentation and realisation of the various products available in the global market also added up to the knowledge gain. As along the years it also polished my communication skills with constant interactions with the various execution sectors of the construction industry. Interacting with overseas clients and foreign architectural practices polished and gave an immense positive boost to my project management skills. 
The most interesting fact of the past years of architectural experience was the gaining of wider knowledge of the various aspects that factorise the designing and development of the outer and inner strata of the built structure and planning it at a larger scale. As I take a cross section of the experience gained over the years it has time and again increased my interests in knowing more and more of this vast field. My decision  always revolves around the basic fact of sharpening my skills and boosting my knowledge by opening new windows to the field of architecture and also  broadening my avenues and future economic prospects . Always striving towards implementation of new ideas ;skills thus equipping me with specialist knowledge and confidence to operate effectively in the market. 
