Proposal to the Kerr Foundation, Inc., from Price Tower Arts Center, Bartlesville, OK


Price Tower Arts Center Overview of Programming: It is the goal of the Price Tower Arts Center exhibitions & programs to provide a quality visitor experience exploring the intersection of art, architecture, and design.  Exhibitions offered by Price Tower Arts Center are focused, in particular, on the legacy and influence of Frank Lloyd Wright.  This programming within the setting of Frank Lloyd Wright’s only skyscraper provides an arts experience unlike any other.  Participants can view the exhibition galleries, and then explore a building which is a living example of the integration of art, architecture and design. 
To date, the rapidly growing collection of architecture and design objects number almost 3,000 mainly concentrated in two areas: works by Frank Lloyd Wright and his firm and material by architect Bruce Goff. Concerning the former, significant pieces range from the Prairie Style to his late modernism and include furniture, textiles, and documents. The latter group of Goff material—second only to those of the Art Institute of Chicago—includes architectural fragments, over 200 renderings (line drawings, original drawings and presentation drawings), paintings, and personal effects. Important supporting collections of archival material include original correspondence from Wright, contemporary film and photography documenting the construction of Price Tower and related Price Company material.  More recent acquisitions include 40 scale models by Dennis Oppenheim of proposed outdoor sculptures and a large collection of design items by Karim Rashid.

Three exhibitions are planned for 2008 - one in each discipline.   In February, the Arts Center presents the story of Hollyhock House and Olive Hill, Aline Barnsdall’s property designed by Frank Lloyd Wright that was to be a grand performing arts and visual arts center.   This exhibition, organized by Jeffrey Herr, Curator of the Hollyhock and Olive Hill properties in Los Angeles, is currently traveling throughout the United States and Price Tower Arts Center is the only Oklahoma venue on its tour. Featured in the Hollyhock exhibition will be original Wright drawings, photographs created by Edmund Teske, and sample decorative objects & furniture.  In April, the Arts Center opens Setting the Table: Designs in Mid-Century Dinnerware. Organized by the Arts Center curator Scott W. Perkins, Setting the Table assembles important designers and decorative artists of the middle twentieth century, who utilized their talents in ceramics design and mass production with an innate understanding of form and function. The exhibition explores the impact of post-war decorative arts on domestic material culture in general, and on dinnerware in particular.  Dinnerware will be put into context with displays featuring linens, tables and chairs of the same mid-century period. The final exhibition of the year, Imaginative Qualities of Actual Things, is again organized by Scott W. Perkins.  This exhibition will showcase new works created within the past three years by established and emerging artists. Imaginative Qualities of Actual Things includes works that manipulate common objects to create secondary functions or new products and works of art.  Through their reconsideration and reinterpretation of everyday things—such as bamboo skewers, punched paper, wine corks, shopping bags, cigarette butts, and even skyscrapers—the featured artists are able to convey new ideas and fresh perspectives into issues of production, display, decoration, and use.  Visitors will view dozens of works that will not only pique their curiosity, but inform them of new uses of materials and perhaps challenge their conceptions of the way in which things around us can be seen.    
The Need:  We believe that arts education is vital in completing the well-rounded education of today’s young people.  The study of art stimulates creative thinking processes that have the capacity to improve problem-solving skills in other areas of life.  In recent years, arts education in Oklahoma public schools has declined as a result of budget constraints and changes in national and state educational priorities.  Arts instructors are often shared among multiple sites, particularly at the elementary school level.  Students are required to spend more time on core subjects such as reading and mathematics.  Due to time and budget constraints, field trips to destinations such as museums that could enrich students’ cultural life are highly limited.  This need is one that arts institutions such as Price Tower Arts Center are well-suited to address.
Proposed Solution:  Price Tower Arts Center’s approach to arts education provides access to learning via multiple channels.  Our vision is to make the Arts Center’s exhibitions and collections available both locally and remotely to our audience of students, scholars and teachers using a combination of collaboration and technology. 
· Web-based materials:  This year, a group of educators organized by the Arts Center are preparing four separate study guides rated for three age groups.  These resources interpret the Arts Center’s exhibitions and collections at age-appropriate levels for use by K-12 students and their teachers. The guides link art, architecture and design to state-mandated core curriculum goals.  We find that many teachers use the internet to access resource materials for use in the classroom.  Therefore, we propose to make these materials available from the Arts Center’s website as downloads, along with accompanying images.
· Class visits to the Arts Center:  By using these guides to prepare the students ahead of their visit, teachers can improve the potential of the museum experience to impact learning.  All students age 16 and under are admitted to the museum free of charge.  Follow-up activities and evaluations reinforce learning, and provide measurement of the effectiveness of the program.

· Outreach program:  By utilizing a van recently donated to the Arts Center, curatorial staff members can visit local and rural classrooms for interactive arts activities focused around objects in the Arts Center’s collection.  These visits allow a more direct experience of the objects, and are designed to integrate art into other subject areas.  In bringing the program to the school site, instead of the students to the museum, time and resources devoted to student transportation are freed for other uses.  This new outreach program has the highest potential to serve rural school districts with limited means of accessing cultural activities.
· On-line catalog: The next logical step in the development of the Architecture Study Center is to make the collection more widely available.  The physical library is complete and the collection is 95% cataloged.  However, the population of college students and researchers who would most benefit from accessing our collection is not local.  To be useful, the Arts Center must provide access remotely to this group. To provide wide access for research purposes, the collection catalog will be made available via a searchable database hosted by Past Perfect On-line.  This will permit scholars to browse the database and associated digital images to determine if a site visit to the Arts Center is merited.  Access to this on-line catalog would be unlimited. 
· Internships: University students who are majoring in art, architecture, museum studies, humanities or art history are offered summer internships to further their education.  The intern program is new for 2007.  Internships were offered in archiving, cataloging, market research, and digitization of works on paper.  This work benefits the Arts Center as well, since the results of the interns’ work will make the Arts Center’s collection more available to its audience.  This grant would allow expansion of this program.  Support is needed for minimal stipends.
Project Personnel: 
· Scott Perkins, Curator of Collections & Exhibitions for Price Tower Arts Center. Scott is a PhD candidate at Bard Graduate Center for Studies in the Decorative Arts, Design and Culture, NY.  He also holds an MA from Bard and a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  Scott’s role will be to provide content for the educational programs and to manage the study guide development project, assuring that guides are well integrated with the Arts Center’s exhibition schedule. 
· Kay Johnson, Architecture Study Center Manager and Registrar of Price Tower Arts Center since September, 2004.  Kay is an art history professional with eight years experience in the organization, care and management of museum collections and exhibitions, and has over twelve years experience in museum and gallery administration.  Kay holds a BA in fine arts and art history from Gustavus Adolphus College, and is an MA candidate in art history from Southern Methodist University.  Kay provides oversight to the Arts Center’s intern program, and will be Project Manager for the on-line catalog.

· Libby Leonard, Docent and Education Coordinator for the Arts Center since September 2004.  Libby’s role is to facilitate the arts education experience for groups, primarily student groups.  Libby organizes teacher open houses, coordinates Arts Center docents, and leads museum visits for student groups.  
· Cynthia Naylor has worked in visitor services for the Arts Center for the past three years, and holds a BS in elementary education from Lindenwood College.  After teaching briefly, Cynthia had a long career as a social worker, specializing in child welfare.  Cynthia’s primary role in the project will be to coordinate outreach activities and work with area teachers in the classroom.
Collaboration Team:  The following education professionals serve as consultants to the Arts Center in developing student study guides and advising the Arts Center on local and regional education priorities:
· Carlene Fullerton, Retired High School Art/Advanced Placement Art History Teacher, St. Louis Art Museum

· Margie Leonard, Mathematics Specialist/Price Tower Volunteer, Glenn C. Moore Elementary School, Nowata Public School District

· Sandra Kent, Principal, Wilson Elementary, Bartlesville Public School District
· Erinn Rakes, Arts Instructor, Oak Park Elementary School, Bartlesville Public School District
· Kanda Hill, Arts Instructor, Wilson Elementary School, Bartlesville Public School District
· Patricia Loughlin, PhD, Assistant Professor of History, Department of History and Geography, University of Central Oklahoma

· Kimberly Penrod, Director, UCO Oral History Project, Department of History and Geography, University of Central Oklahoma


Project Outcomes:

· The exhibitions and collections of Price Tower Arts Center will play a role in improving regional students’ mastery of State of Oklahoma fine arts curriculum requirements.  Project success will be measured by an increase in the count of student participants in Arts Center educational programs.  The goal for this project will be to increase the number of students currently served by 1,000 bringing annual K-12 participation to 2,500.  A second measure will be qualitative evaluation surveys completed by participating educators. 
· The collections of Price Tower Arts Center will aid scholars and researchers in completing research projects.  The project measurement will be changes in number of web sessions on pricetower.org and the number of views for the collections portal webpage.  Also, the number of Study Center users can be measured. 

· Four university students will further their studies as a result of participating in the Arts Center’s intern program.  The measurement will be total credit hours earned through work at the Arts Center which can be applied toward a degree program.
Project Budget:

	Annual Expenses
	
	
	
	

	
	On-line catalog and web-based study guides:
	

	
	
	Hosting fees
	
	
	       350 

	
	
	Software licenses
	
	
	    1,925 

	
	
	Web development
	
	
	    3,500 

	
	
	Web maintenance
	
	
	    3,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Student Museum visits
	
	
	

	
	
	Education Coordinator, 3 hrs per session
	    2,160 

	
	
	Supplies & materials
	
	
	    1,500 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Outreach Program
	
	
	

	
	
	Art Van, annual lease
	
	    2,000 

	
	
	Vehicle maintenance, gasoline, insurance
	       267 

	
	
	Outreach Coordinators, 4 hrs per session
	    2,048 

	
	
	Audio video equipment & supplies
	    1,500 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Internships
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Stipends, 4 @ $1,500
	
	    6,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Education program marketing & communications

	
	
	Graphics design
	
	
	    2,000 

	
	
	Brochure printing
	
	
	    1,250 

	
	
	Postage
	
	
	
	       500 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Expenses, Education & Outreach
	
	  28,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Project Revenue
	
	
	
	

	
	In-kind donation, Art Van lease
	
	    2,000 

	
	Anticipated state grant support, 2008
	    6,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Requested of the Kerr Foundation:
	
	
	    20,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Project Revenue
	
	
	
	  28,000 
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