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Brave New World Comparisons

1.)
John the Savage, Truman, and Chance are similar in many ways.  The most prominent example of their likeness, however, is their innocence and the inevitable corruption of their innocence.  They all had childhoods that were different from society’s idea of a “normal” upbringing.  John grew up in a savage community, isolated from the rest of civilization and doesn’t know the “proper” way to act and feel.  Truman was raised in a false society, where everything was unnaturally perfect and cheerful, so he never knew the cruelty and trials of real life.  Lastly, Chance was isolated from the entire outside world and only had contact with two people.  All three of these characters were naïve to the ways of the world and realized that the world that they thought they lived in was an illusion and everything is not as it seems.  The deterioration of this illusion is what leads to the destruction of their innocence.  This trait causes each of these characters to feel anger and betrayal toward others.  They tend to act out and blame the destruction of their false world on the people of society.  It also tends to alter their personality, not necessarily for the better.  They are better and kinder people before they are exposed to the brutality of humankind.  Once they realize the truth about society, they become more cynical and disinterested.  This change is not only because of the shock of the real world, but is also partly due to the others’ reactions to them.  People of society treated them with disdain, contempt, and sometimes even reverence and admiration the characters felt was undeserved.  The loss of innocence is the trait that defined these characters and put them on the path of their story.

2.)
Christof, Mustapha Mond, and Ben Rand are corrupted characters and have a direct influence on the destruction of innocence for the main characters.  They have been corrupted by their immense power and arrogance.  They have numerous talents, success, and influence, yet turn into fraudulent people.  Each of these characters all started with a respectable motive, however, somewhere along the way, their morals became skewed.  Christof’s only goal was to make a good television show that depicts real life.  However, the show became his obsession and he was blinded to Truman’s plight and to the way he was keeping Truman from experiencing life.  In Brave New World, Mustapha controls the feelings, thoughts, and actions of his entire community.  He is well learned in culture and literature and yet chooses to deprive society of the true passion and joy in life.  He chooses this because he knows he is responsible for the happiness of all citizens.  He thinks that the only way to protect them is to keep them from living life to the fullest.  Lastly, Ben Rand became corrupt because of his wealth and sickness.  They did not become corrupted despite their success and influence, they became corrupted because of their success and influence.  They all believed that it was their duty to what they thought was best for the people under them.  However, their only result was devastation and chaos.  It was the fact that they had so much power over others that led to the ruination of lives.  Christof, Mustapha Mond, and Ben Rand became corrupted despite their obvious talents and good intentions.

5.)
The most prominent common theme between these works is the incompatibility of happiness and truth.  It is proven through Brave New World, Being There, and The Truman Show that one cannot achieve true contentment when they know the truth about emotion and honesty.  In Brave New World the entire basis of the plot is this theme.  This is what brought about the change into this society in the first place.  This is what Mustapha Mond is protecting them from.  The truth hurts.  Natural human nature is to be contentious and emotional.  Mond thought that if the public knew about all the danger, fear, and anger that comes from being literate and educated, they would fall into chaos and be unhappy.  However, without feeling fear, one can never feel safety.  Without anger, there would be no peace.  If there was no devastation, then there would be no joy.  A human is not human if they do not feel and experience these things.  Christof parallels Mustafa Mond in many ways in The Truman Show.  He understands that there is incompatibility between happiness and truth and that is what he was trying to protect Truman from.  This theme proves true once again when Truman realizes the world is not as jolly as it seems, for he becomes unhappy.  However, when one can feel the truw rudeness and contention between others, so much sweeter is the kindness and generosity, when it is shown.  One can enjoy the nice things in life once they have had a taste of the bad.  In Being There, Ben Rand found out the truth about Chance and chose to protect his secret, but that has only hurt him.  By trying to protect someone from the truth, one keeps them from true happiness and that is the real incompatibility.

