
Prompt #2 (all applicants)

Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud and how does it relate to the person you are?
A talent is a natural aptitude or skill one possesses. Some may say it is a gift from God, others believe differently. Either way, some people are blessed to acquire a talent. As for me, my talent is music: singing, writing, ear training, and composition. Throughout my life I have learned to use my talent to enrich myself, as well as to broaden my knowledge. 

Music is a universal language; every race, religion, and sect can relate to one another on a certain level with music. For this reason I feel overwhelmingly lucky that I have been endowed with this gift. I have worked for years to use this gift and benefit from it as much as possible. For instance, from a young age I joined a choir because I had known that singing was my passion, and also my talent. While I was unaware of all the opportunities this talent could possess, I still tried to implement it. As I grew older and went from elementary school to junior high, I became shy and stopped singing. Looking back now I feel remarkably ignorant, but it also made me realize when I entered high school that my shyness was foolish and that I had lost time to make up for. Hence, I rejoined choir. 

Joining my high school choir gave me some perspective, and allowed me to see that I was not the only one who acquired this admirable talent. However, this class influenced my life in many ways. First off, the choir director, Mr. Jon Elg has become one of the biggest inspirations in my life. His wisdom, truth, and love for music is something that is remarkable to witness. With his guidance for four years, I have taken so much pride in my musical talents, and have learned not only about music, but about life. For example, I have learned the importance of being able to work in a team. In choir it is all about many voices joined as one; it is like Mr Elg says “Our strength is when we do things together.” In life this holds true also; if one is unable to work along with others, then they will not be very successful. 

Music has played a big part in making me the person that I am today. When I am sad, I write music to express my thoughts. When I am angry, I listen to music that allows me to calm down. When I am happy, I make music so I can share my joy with others. It has helped me through difficult times, and allowed for some great ones. Having a talent that enables you to lead a happier life is an amazing gift which I cannot be more thankful for; and for that reason I am so proud that I am able to make myself a better person through a gift I was given. 

