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                                                Lord of the Flies: Prompt #2 

“Fear can't hurt you any more than a dream.” The boys in William Golding's Lord of the Flies are totally indulged in the threat of an unknown fear; this fear causes them to suffer and struggle to feel safe. In this paper, by focusing on Ralph, Jack, and Piggy I will demonstrate how each react to fear and their attitudes toward fear. 

"Ralph...would treat the day's decisions as though he were playing chess. The only trouble was that he would never be a very good chess player." Ralph, a twelve-year-old English boy, is elected leader and attempts to coordinate the boys' efforts to build a miniature civilization on the island until they can be rescued. His first major fear would be the fear of not being rescued. When elected leader, he thought very carefully of what he should do and came up with a list of rules that everyone must oblige by including the most  important one; keeping the fire alive. It seems even with the bravery and leadership that Ralph showcases, his fear of isolation starts to take over his senses, changing him almost savage like. Another fear that Ralph is losing is friendship, like the one he has with Piggy. When Jack constantly makes fun of Piggy by teasing him about his weight and name, Ralph protects Piggy by standing up for him. 
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Even when Jack returned from the hunter retrieving a pig, he offered the meat to all the boys except Piggy; yet Ralph still offered his meat to him. 
Jack, one of the older boys stranded on the island, becomes the leader of the hunters but longs for total power and develops into an increasingly wild, barbaric, and cruel person. One of Jack’s fears is being around someone (Ralph) who is smarter and is liked more than him. Ever since their first meeting, Jack and Ralph have always butted heads about everything. Ralph wanting to keep peace and focus on being rescued, while Jack’s urge to show his power and strength by hunting. "I ought to be chief . . . because I'm chapter chorister and head boy. I can sing C sharp." When Jack had stated that it released his second fear of not having control. He has always been a leader and has always had control of things before he landed up in the island. Now he is thrust under the control of Ralph and despises it. It seems he’s afraid of being ordered around because it makes him feel somewhat smaller and insignificant than everyone else, so he tries to take control with any chance he gets. 
Piggy, A whiny intellectual boy, whose inventiveness frequently leads to innovation. Piggy represents the scientific, rational side of the boys.  In the novel, Piggy is known to showcase a rational fear, disturbed that there are no adults who survived the crash:  “That pilot...We was attacked...I saw the other part of the plane. There were flames coming out of it.” Again Piggy expresses a rational fear, inquiring about the boy with the mark upon his face:  "Where is he now?"  To this question the boys look at each 
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other "fearfully, unbelieving," Evidently, they are too afraid to search for the boy. When the conflict of Jack against Ralph and Piggy begins, Piggy tries for attention as he 
holds the conch.  While the huge blaze of the forest burns, Piggy realizes the power of the fire and how things are starting to get out of control:  "Piggy glanced nervously into hell and cradled the conch." Angered, Piggy tries to regain rationality by explaining the results of the boys’ irresponsible actions. 
To conclude, Fear is one of the most dangerous and destructive forces on the island. Particularly "fear of the unknown." By focusing on Ralph, Jack, and Piggy I demonstrated how each reacted to fear and their attitudes toward fear. Ralph demonstrated his fear of isolation, Jack showing his fear of losing power, and Piggy displaying his rational fear for almost everything. 
