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Cinderella Man 


Cinderella Man is a movie that represents the Depression era.  It shows the hardships families had to survive for parents to provide for their children. Cinderella Man uses legitimate facts mixed with great film making to make a movie worth watching. 


The director of the movie, Ron Howard, was extremely accurate on the history. The portrayal of the Hoovervilles showed historical accuracy.  When Jim Braddock went to look for Mike, it showed the poverty and poor conditions of the Hoovervilles (Ayers). The Hoovervilles were a place of chaos and violence, which was probably the cause of Mike’s death. The use of the radio showed historical accuracy. People in the thirties depended on the radio for entertainment and the public tuned in to support Braddock’s fights. The NBC radio company was equally accurate and was top broadcaster in the thirties (NBC). The character’s style of clothes was also historically accurate. The clothes Mae wore matched those the women wore in the thirties. The hat Jim wore was a popular style in that era. 

Ron Howard used many cinematic techniques to enhance the story. The use of color helped display the tone at that time in the movie. Mae wore black when Jim fought, showing sadness and fear. The colors gradually got brighter as Jim’s success grew. Angles were also a great tool used to enhance the movie. Upward angles were used to show Max Baer’s power. First person angles were used to show Jim’s position and view in the ring with the soundtrack enhancing the story further.  Strings were used to represent sadness or despair.  Horns were used to display happiness and triumph.


The depression hit the Braddock family hard, forcing them to change their lives drastically.  The depression did not allow them to eat very much.  A slice of bologna was on the menu for breakfast.  They also had to water down their milk.  The depression struck Jim through unemployment.  He would wait by the docks each day hoping to be picked up for work, and would work as many shifts as possible, even with his boxing injuries.  The depression forced Jim to go on welfare.  Braddock and most American men felt ashamed to be on welfare.  Once Braddock started winning fights, he paid all the welfare money back.


Jim and Mae were well developed characters, each with distinguishable traits. Jim showed desperateness, evident when he had to ask for money from all the boxing promoters. He was so desperate; he took any fight for little amounts of money. Jim also showed honor throughout the movie. Honor was displayed when Jay stole the meat, and, instead of keeping it to feed his family, he took it back and apologized. He also displayed honor when he kept his son’s promise which was to never send the children away. When Mae sent them away he did every thing in his power to get them back. Some men struggled with honor during the depression; some did anything just to survive, like stealing. One of Jim’s best traits was courage. He had courage when he stepped into the ring with Max Baer, knowing there was a chance he could die but he knew it was for the people. The real courage was every day, getting up out of bed not knowing if you’ll eat or work. Americans showed great courage during the depression. Living day by day with no income or food, takes great courage. 

Americans of 1934 and 2008 are similar and unique. In both time periods the public has had a bad experience with a bad administration. The people in 1934 had to deal with Hoover and the people of 2008 have to deal with Bush. Both time periods are scared for the future. People in 1934 wondered if they’d ever make it out of the depression and the people of the 2008 fear the coming recession. One way they differ is through the quality of life. Our generation is living comfortably in a technological world, while the people of 1934 lived in an impoverished and difficult time in history. 

“Cinderella Man,” as the reporter named him, was a modern fairy tale with a happy ending. There truly was a struggle but with the struggle there was a fight. 

