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Ready for Shivers? 

November starts the Brrrrr…. Months! 

There’s nothing more satisfying than 

staying warm. It’s the time of year 

where you have a chance to catch up 

on a lot of indoor activities— like slower 

cooked recipes, and indoor hobbies as 

well as a time for preparing for outdoor 

winter actives. 

These long nights are great for stargaz-

ing. The long winter night gives ample 

time to study the stars, but keep in 

mind, after December 21, the days start 

getting shorter. Summer has nicer 

weather, but because of the long days, 

it actually interferes with your sky 

watching time if you’re on a working 

schedule and have to get to bed at a 

decent enough hour to face the next 

day. At this time of the year, you can 

come home from work, have dinner, 

and still have plenty of time to set up 

your telescope.  

The library has numerous books on 

stargazing. And if you want to introduce 

the activity to a child, there are many 

books written for that age level too. If 

you’re in the market for binoculars or a 

telescope, Consumer Report is one of 

the magazines available that can steer 

you to the right purchase. Check out a 

copy of the magazine or a couple of 

books on the topic. While you’re at it, 

have something warm to drink and en-

joy looking for the information. 

For something to warm you here’s a 

simple hot chocolate recipe. Maybe not 

as simple as opening a packet and add-

ing water, but excellent. Having real hot 

chocolate at least once is an indulgence 

worth the effort! 

Baker’s Hot Chocolate Recipe 
(Makes 6 six ounce serving.*) 

 

Ingredients: 

2 ounces baking chocolate 

(unsweetened) 

1 cup water 

3 tablespoons sugar 

Dash salt 

3 cups milk (whole milk works best) 
 

Directions: 

Place chocolate in medium saucepan. 

Add 1 cup water; heat over low heat 

until chocolate is melted. Add sugar and 

salt; boil 5 minutes, stirring constantly. 

Add milk gradually, stirring constantly 

and heat over boiling water. Beat with a 

whisk ( or two forks) until frothy before 

serving.  

*Most mugs measure between 10 and 

12 ounces. 

**Place a long stick of cinnamon into 

the hot chocolate and top with whipped 

cream.  
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Warming Foods 

Enjoy Rachel Ray Recipes? Emeril? 

Lydia? DeLaurentis?  

For hundreds of recipes by these popu-

lar cooks, and many more, be sure to 

check the District Library’s cookbook 

collection.  With nearly 1200 cookbooks 

and hundreds of recipes in each, there’s 

sure to be something that appeals to 

you. If there’s something missing from 

our collection, it most often can be ob-

tained through Interlibrary Loan, at no 

cost to you.  

Interlibrary loan is a service provided by 

libraries to give patrons access to books 

and materials beyond the library’s col-

lection. Interlibrary Loan depends on 

the District Center van delivery service 

to rapidly transport requested materials 

from one library to another. Books or 

other materials not available at any of 

the libraries in the District can still be 

obtained from other states, but will take 

longer to receive. Currently, the District 

Center provides a total of 10 van runs 

per week to member libraries, and 

moves thousands of books between 

libraries.  

Hobbies 

Extended time indoors means time to 

indulge in your favorite hobby or learn 

a new one. If you knit, crochet, tie fish-

ing flies or do wood working, the library 

has something in the collection that 

would interest you. Those are just ex-

amples. Want to learn to play a ukulele 

and can’t find instructional books, ask 

Interlibrary Loan. 

Want to learn a foreign language? Long 

winter nights are great for that. The 

District Library has numerous language 

tapes and CDs available for use.  

Aside from educational CDs and cas-

sette tapes, the District Center has a 

collection of over 1300 audio books.  

For a switch in a routine evening activ-

ity, plan one evening where you listen 

to an audio book — while sipping hot 

chocolate, of course. Various studies 

have shown that enjoying audio books 

has increased listening abilities and 

comprehension in children and adults. 

(Our reference librarians can track 

down the study for you!)  

Great Deal 
You can’t beat what the library offers. If 

you’ve ever felt a tad guilty hanging out 

at the bookstore and looking over their 

books, you really need to get to your 

local library. The welcome mat is al-

ways out. 

For more information about the    

Monessen District  Library Center see us 

on the web — http://www.monpldc.org 
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