News Release

SUDBURY – on Tuesday, June 23, 2009, The Arthritis Society will be hosting a Volunteer Appreciation Barbeque in recognition of the contributions of the numerous volunteers in our community.  The barbeque will be held at Tom Davies Square, 200 Brady St. from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., at which time, The Arthritis Society will thank all their volunteers for their support. 

“The day is about all of our volunteers and the time and work that they have donated to The Arthritis Society. It is because of our volunteers that we are able to continue with our mission of searching for the underlying cause and subsequent cures for arthritis, and promoting the best possible care and treatment for people with arthritis,” Mary Lou Hussak, Manager, Community Engagement, Northeast Region. 

This year at the Volunteer Appreciation Barbeque, The Arthritis Society will be presenting provincial awards to two of our outstanding volunteers. The Award of Merit, recognizing the significant contributions to The Arthritis Society in the areas of fundraising and publicity will be awarded to Jason Lind, Registered Graphic Designer. 

The Patrons Award recognizing a company which has provided distinguished and extraordinary fundraising support to The Arthritis Society, Ontario Division will be awarded to 105.3 EZ Rock. 

“Volunteering for The Arthritis Society is really a selfish thing because I get much more than I could ever give.” Marie Belliveau, volunteer for The Arthritis Society. 

If you would like more information about our local programs and services or becoming a volunteer, please contact Jana Schilkie at 705-673-4641 ext. 102 or visit www.arthritis.ca.
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Facts about Arthritis: 

-

· 4.5 million Canadians have arthritis.

· 1.8 million in Ontario alone; making it one of the most common chronic conditions

· There are more than 100 types of arthritis

· Of these, Osteoarthritis is the most common and Rheumatoid the second most common
· Arthritis can be classed as either degenerate or inflammatory

· Three out of every five Canadians with arthritis are younger than 65

· Arthritis in children is called Juvenile Arthritis (JA)
In 2008, volunteers with The Arthritis Society:

· Contributed more than 96,426 hours of time – the equivalent of 56 full-time jobs;

· Represented an economic value of volunteered time of more than $1,037,400;

· Raised close to $1,000,000 at volunteer-led events;

· Helped more than 3,800 people who called our Information Line at 1-800-321-1433;

· Led public forums and speaker’s bureau presentations attend by over 6,400 people;

· Reached nearly 1,000 people living with arthritis by delivering education sessions. 

Volunteer Appreciation Barbeque:

· June 23, 2009 at Tom Davies Square, 200 Brady St.

· 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

· Awards ceremonies beginning at 12:00.

· In appreciation for the contributions of the numerous local volunteers of The Arthritis Society in Northeast Ontario. 

· Jo-Anne Sobie Executive Director of The Arthritis Society Ontario Division will be presenting the Award of Merit and the Patron’s Award. 
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The Arthritis Society is Canada’s principal charitable organization dedicated to funding and promoting arthritis education, research-based solutions and community support to nearly 4.5 million Canadians living with arthritis. Since its inception in 1948, The Arthritis Society has contributed more than $160 million towards arthritis research, providing hope for a better life – today and tomorrow. 

The Arthritis Information Line -1.800.321.1433- is run by trained volunteers with arthritis. 
The Arthritis Society website, www.arthritis.ca, was accessed almost 3 million times with over 9.2 million pages viewed last year alone

In our community we have the second highest prevalence rate of arthritis in the province with almost 25% of our population diagnosed with one or more forms of arthritis. The number of people with arthritis has grown by 50% in the last 10 years and continues to increase at dramatic rates. 

Based out of our regional offices located in the Rainbow Centre, our Occupational Therapist and Physiotherapist provide one on one or group therapy sessions to anyone with a diagnosis of arthritis. We also offer volunteer-led Arthritis Self Management Programs, a six-week program that teaches people how to manage their arthritis, as well as numerous educational seminars, including our Public Forum, Chronic Pain Management Seminars and Town Hall Meetings. 

The Arthritis Society volunteers: 

· More than 400 volunteers provided education and support services last year alone.

· Over 7,000 volunteers put on their walking shoes during Arthritis Awareness Month in September and canvassed door to door to raise nearly $800,000. 

· Volunteers were engaged to help organize over 50 fundraising activities across Ontario. 

· 16 volunteer chapters across the province aided The Arthritis Society in its mission. 

· 51 sessions of volunteer led Arthritis self-management programs were held across Ontario resulting in 484 graduates. 

· Arthritis presentations and information displays were viewed by over 50,000 people. 

· Volunteers help out at events like The Arthritis Walk, The Arthritis Swim, More Than Just Desserts, and many others. 
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