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Arlington group negotiates a record bonus 

BILL BOWEN Star-Telegram staff writer   

A record signing bonus that could add up to a $41.7 million payout from Chesapeake Energy is 

the reward for a southeast Arlington group's three-week blitz to organize and negotiate to lease 

the area's mineral rights. The payout amounts to a $22,000 signing bonus per acre, a 25 percent 

royalty and a three-year term for the Southeast Arlington Property Owners, or SEAPO. The 

group plans lease signings this coming week at Mayfield Road Baptist Church.  

The area, bounded by Interstate 20, Matlock Road, Texas 360 and Arkansas Lane, is composed 

of neighborhoods of middle-class and working-class homes. Informational meetings at the 

church and fliers distributed in the neighborhoods included Spanish and Vietnamese translations.  

The area includes 7,600 residential parcels and was courted heavily by Paloma 

Resources/Holland Acquisitions, representing Chesapeake Energy. Paloma's chief executive, 

Chris O'Sullivan, flew in to meet with the group.  

"We pretty much delivered the entire neighborhood, so we negotiated from a position of 

strength," said Jim Colley, a neighborhood organizer and retired executive of FastSigns 

International.  

In less than four weeks, the group organized, gathered a list of residents, organized a 10-member 

negotiating committee and solicited bids.  

Jerri Robbins, a public-relations manager for Chesapeake Energy, wouldn't elaborate on the 

record-setting deal.  
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$22,000 bonus in Southeast Arlington  

It will be a happy signing ceremony in Southeast Arlington this coming week. 

The bidding process used by the Southeast Arlington Property Owners (SEAPO) group has 

gleaned a record signing bonus of $22,000 with a 25 percent royalty. The term of the mineral  

 

rights lease is three years with a two year option. In order to get 

the two-year option, the drilling company would have to pay the full bonus amount again, said 

Jim Colley, one of the primary organizers of the neighbhorhood group. Click here to visit 

SEAPO's web site. 

UPDATE: Click here to read staffer Bill Bowen's story on the SEAPO deal. 

In less than four weeks, the group organized, gathered a list of residents, organzied a 10-member 

negotiating committee and solicited bids from drilling and mineral 

rights   leasing companies. The group also held informational 

meetings at a local church that also included Spanish and Vietnamese language translators. The 

neighbhorhood represents more than 7,600 residential parcels spread across 1,895 acres. It is 

bounded by Interstate 20, Matlock Road, Texas Highway 360 and Arkansas lane. 

"We pretty much delivered the entire neighborhood so we negotiated from a position of 

strength," Colley said. 

http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/22000-bonus-in.html
http://www.seapo.org/
http://www.seapo.org/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/files/bowen.doc


The winning bid was submitted by Paloma Resources/Holland Acquisitions representing 

Chesapeake Energy. 

Jerri Robbins, manager of public relations in the Barnett Shale field for Chesapeake Energy, 

wouldn't elaborate on the record-setting deal. 

"There was a bid process and Paloma won," Robbins said. 

The bid tops the previous record of about $18,000 in southern Fort 

Worth that was reported by property owners but never confirmed by the company. 

Lease signings for the Southeast Arlington neighborhood will begin next week at the Mayfield 

Road Baptist Church and the following week at the Vietnamese Martyr's Catholic Church at the 

intersection of Mayfield Road and Collins Street.   

-- Bill Bowen 

(Photos: Bowie High School football, girls basketball, graduation) 

Posted at 05:32 PM in Arlington, South, Arlington, southeast, Chesapeake Energy, Paloma 

Resources, SEAPO (SE Arlington Property Owners) | Permalink | Comments (33) | TrackBack  

 

 

March 19, 2008 

SEAPO (SE Arlington) sets lease signing dates 

SEAPO (Southeast Arlington Property Owners), which last week 

reached a record-breaking $22,000-per-acre gas lease deal with Paloma Resources on behalf of 

Chesapeake Energy, has set dates for several lease signing meetings. Here they are: 

Mayfield Road Baptist Church, 1701 E. Mayfield Road, Arlington 

http://www.palomaresources.com/
http://www.askchesapeake.com/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/arlington_south/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/arlington_southeast/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/chesapeake_energy/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/paloma_resources/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/paloma_resources/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/seapo_se_arlington_property_owners/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/22000-bonus-in.html
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/22000-bonus-in.html#comments
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/22000-bonus-in.html#trackback
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/seapo-se-arling.html
http://www.seapo.org/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/22000-bonus-in.html
http://www.palomaresources.com/
http://www.askchesapeake.com/
http://mayfield-road.org/


 Times: 8 a.m.-noon, 2 p.m.-7 p.m.  
 Dates: March 20, 24, 25, 27, 31; April 1, 3, 5 (added, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. only on this date), 7, 8 

(added), 10. 

Vietnamese Martyrs Catholic Church, Mayfield and Collins Street, Arlington 

 Times: 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.  
 Dates: March 24, 25, 27, 31; April 1, 3, 7, 8, 10. 

What to bring: 

 Photo ID for anybody who's signing the lease.  
 Anybody listed on the property title must be present and sign the lease. Married couples must 

both sign Out-of-town property owners can be handled by courier service. 

What to expect: 

 Lease terms are $22,000-per-acre bonus, 25 cost-free royalty, 3-year primary term, 2-year 
option.  

 You will get a voucher for a bonus payment check to be received in 20 business days. 

SEAPO organizers cautioned property owners against signing any 

leases presented by land agents who are going door to door. 

Following SEAPO's announcement Friday that Paloma had won the sealed-bid competition for 

the neighborhood lease, agents representing Carrizo Oil & Gas went door to door offering leases 

with a greater bonus but lesser royalty, according to SEAPO leaders. 

"Paloma will no longer be going door-to-door offering leases, so refuse to sign anything that any 

other landman offers you at your doorstep," SEAPO organizer Jim Colley said in a message to 

property owners. "It will not be the SEAPO deal." 

-- Scott Nishimura 

(Photos: Service at Vietnamese Martyrs, pledge at Burgin Elementary) 

Having a meeting on the Barnett Shale? Publicize it here, on our Community Calendar! 

Posted at 05:27 PM in Arlington, southeast, Carrizo Oil & Gas, Chesapeake Energy, SEAPO (SE 

Arlington Property Owners) | Permalink | Comments (9) | TrackBack (0)  

http://www.fwdioc.org/Directory/parishDetail.aspx?parishID=57
http://www.carrizo.cc/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/carrizo-tries-t.html
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/community_calendar/index.html
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/arlington_southeast/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/carrizo_oil_gas/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/chesapeake_energy/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/seapo_se_arlington_property_owners/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/seapo_se_arlington_property_owners/
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/seapo-se-arling.html
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/seapo-se-arling.html#comments
http://startelegram.typepad.com/barnett_shale/2008/03/seapo-se-arling.html#trackback


 

 
 

 


