
Telling Tails

fiction books starring 
critters, varmints, and 
other members of the 

animal kingdom

Intermediate Readers

The Underneath 
by Kathy Appelt.   Atheneum, 2008.

A stray cat living on the bayou investigates the 
sad howl of a neglected hound-dog. When she 
dares to comfort him, she turns a cat’s natural 
enemy into a loyal friend. 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh 
by Robert C. O’Brien.   Aladdin, 1986.

In an effort to save her sick son, a widowed 
mouse seeks the help of a group of highly-
intelligent ex-laboratory rats. 

Runt
by Marion Dane Bauer.   Yearling, 2004.

In a  world where size determines standing in 
the pack Runt—the smallest wolf in his litter—
always comes in last. Determined to find a 
place for himself, Runt sets out to gain his 
father’s approval.

Find the Authors on the Web

Are you crazy about Naked Mole Rat Get 
Dressed? 
You are?!? Well, then you should check out Mo 
Williams’ goofy website:
http://www.pigeonpresents.com/

Did you go bananas for The Complete 
Adventures of Big Dog and Little Dog?
You did?!?  What are you waiting for? Check out 
Dav Pilkey’s super-duper website:
http://www.pilkey.com/

This booklist was compiled by 
Cate Levinson 4/10/08

For more of booklists, reviews, and other reading-
related rambling, find me on the web:

www.moremorebooks.com

or email me:

catelevinson@gmail.com
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Books For Babies & Toddlers

Kitten’s First Full Moon 
by Kevin Henkes.  HarperCollins, 2004.

A curious kitten looks up in the night sky, and 
sees a full moon for the first time. Hilarity 
ensues when she mistakes it for a bowl of milk 
and tries unsuccessfully to take a drink.

The Complete Adventures of Big 
Dog and Little Dog 
by Dav Pilkey.  Harcourt Children’s Books, 
2003.  

Big Dog and Little Dog are are best friends. 
Based on the author’s own pets, these 
mismatched canines are magnets for mischief.

Clip-Clop 
by Nicola Smee.  Boxer Books, 2006.

Mr. Horse puts all his friends—dog, pig, cat, and 
duck—on his back and takes them for a joy 
ride.  As they “clip-clop, clippity-clop” along, Mr. 
Horse finds that these little critters have a need 
for speed.

Easy Readers for Age 3-6 First Chapter Books

Naptime for Slippers 
by Andrew Clement, illustrated by Janie 
Bynum.  Dutton, 2005. 

What’s a puppy to do when all of his people 
are busy? Slippers finds dishes to sniff, insects to 
track, shoes to hide, and “orange things” to dig 
up in the garden. A puppy’s work is never done 
in this adorable play-by-play account of a dog’s 
afternoon.

Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed 
by Mo Willems.  Hyperion, 2009.

Wilbur isn’t like other naked mole rats. He likes 
to wear clothes! When the other naked mole 
rats in his colony find out about this, he must 
fight for his right to dress up!

Little Hoot 
by  Amy Krouse Rosenthal, illustrated by Jen 
Corace.  Chronicle Books, 2007.

Poor Little Owl! All he wants is to go to bed at 
a reasonable hour like all his friends do. But his 
parents insist that little owls have to stay up 
late, and he's not happy about it! 

Birdbrain Amos 
by Michael Delaney.  Philomel, 2002.
Amos only wants what all the other hippos 
have: a tick bird to eat all the bothersome bugs 
on his back. When he finally hires one, she 
winds up being a little more bird than he 
bargained for.

Pee-Wee’s Tale 
by Johanna Hurwitz, illustrated by Patience 
Brewster.  SeaStar Books, 2000.
PeeWee is a guinea pig who has released into 
the wilderness of Central Park. Unable to relish 
his new-found freedom, PeeWee is terrified 
until a street-wise squirrel named Lexi takes 
him under her wing, and shows him all about 
life in the big city.

When Guinea Pigs Fly 
by James Proimos and Andy Rheingold.  
Scholastic, 2005.

A trio of guinea pigs who live in the Natural Pet 
pet store find themselves in a pickle when an 
scatter-brained dufus purchases then, and then 
immediately loses them. 
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