


the lions’ edwin Mulitalo 
brings quiet stability and 
veteran leadership to the 
o-Line 

When edwin Mulitalo speaks, people tend to 
listen.  

Whether he’s blocking a charging defensive 
lineman on the field or playing his ukulele or 
cruising around in his 1971 Chevrolet impala 
off the field, Mulitalo is usually doing something 
worth being heard. But it’s more likely his hard-
working, quiet demeanor that gets others to 
realize that when he does say something, it’s 
usually something important.  

As is typical with offensive linemen, his 
contributions are often overlooked by the casual 
fan since he doesn’t receive as much attention 

as a receiver or quarterback. Mulitalo will even 
downplay his own achievements, taking pride in 
the accomplishments of his running back or fellow 
linemen instead. Mulitalo’s strong work ethic and 
calm nature have caused teammates and coaches 
to take notice, however; and his quiet leadership 
role hasn’t been overlooked by lions offensive 
line Assistant Mike Barry. 

“He leads by example, he’s always there, you 
can count on him,” Barry said. “He’s the ultimate 
pro. He’s a worker, and he doesn’t say much, but 
when he does, what comes out of his mouth is a 
really good statement. He’s also brought a pedigree 
to the offensive line – he’s won a super Bowl and 
brought a good work ethic.”  

Mulitalo’s easy-going personality has impressed 
lions offensive Coordinator Jim Colletto since he 
coached Mulitalo with the Baltimore ravens. “He’s 

a comforting guy because he’s been there, he’s been 
on some real talented teams,” Colletto said. “i think 
he brings calmness because he doesn’t get flustered 
and doesn’t get on edge. He’s a real even-keel guy.” 

since arriving in detroit prior to the 2007 
season, Mulitalo has been able to bring his winning 
background and veteran leadership to a hungry 
lions team. He spent eight seasons with the ravens, 

winning super Bowl XXXV and helping running 
back Jamal lewis rush for 2,063 yards during the 
2003 season and a then-NFl record 295 yards in a 
single game. 

Mulitalo hopes that all the success that he enjoyed 
with the ravens will rub off on his teammates and 
help develop a winning atmosphere in detroit. “We 
had a lot of ugly wins in Baltimore. regardless, they 
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are wins. in the NFl, wins are hard to come by. No matter how 
you get them, you have to appreciate them,” he said. 

looking forward to the upcoming season, Mulitalo thinks 
the experience and trust the offensive line gained from playing 
together last season will help them strive to be one of the better 
lines in the league. He also sees an opportunity for the lions 
to improve from last year and achieve their goal of making the 
playoffs. 

“We need to finish up and put an entire season together,” 
Mulitalo said. “that’s probably the biggest part – finishing a full 
game, finishing a full season. We left a lot of unfinished business 
out there for this season, so our goals are to finish it out. if we 
can do that, the outcome is going to be good.” 

As much as he hopes his success and experiences will inspire 
teammates, Mulitalo wants to use those positive attributes to 
help the community, a desire which has driven him to become 
very involved in charitable causes throughout his career. A 
united Way spokesperson in 2004, Mulitalo also spends a lot of 
time with the Boys & Girls Cub, an involvement which began in 
the Baltimore area and has carried over to detroit. He also has 
visited children’s centers dressed as santa Claus at Christmas 
and delivered food and supplies to families on thanksgiving. 

Being involved with community and charitable causes 
doesn’t seem all that extraordinary to Mulitalo. “it’s just a given. 
i believe in karma and all that, so you be good to people and 
they’ll be good to you,” he said. “the way my parents raised me 
is to serve other people and just to be an all-around good person. 
No one should have to go out of their way to do good things.”  

one of Mulitalo’s greatest off-the-field accomplishments 
might be the establishment of Big ed’s Band Foundation, which 
was formed to provide schools with musical instruments, repair 
and other musical support in order to encourage children to 
pursue their musical ambitions. the foundation has hosted 
several instrument drives and recently raised $10,000 for the 
Martin luther King High school band in detroit so the students 
could perform at the 2008 summer olympics in Beijing.  

“We know that, even in detroit, when school budget cuts 
come in, they cut the arts, they’re not going to cut the big 
sports,” Mulitalo said. “We’ve just been giving incentives to 
kids so hopefully they’ll understand our support for them in all their musical 
endeavors that they go through.” 

Mulitalo is personally aware of the significant impact playing music can have 
on a person’s life. He played the trombone in high school and plays the ukulele 
for friends, family and at charitable events. He sees music as a way for everyone 
to relate to one another and as an avenue to stimulate creativity.  

“i have children and i want them to play music. it’s just a happy thing to have 
in the family,” Mulitalo said. 

Mulitalo sees himself continuing to branch out into areas outside of football 
after his NFl career comes to a close. He has set his sights on becoming a 
teacher, which he believes will allow him to continue to give back – and keep an 
eye on his kids. “i have a lot of different endeavors, but when it comes down to 
it, i think i’d like to teach, and spy on my kids when they’re in school,” Mulitalo 
said. “i want to be that guy where my daughters will be afraid that their dad will 
find out, so i’ll teach high school wherever my kids go.” 

in addition to being able to play at Ford Field and reach out to the detroit 

community, Mulitalo couldn’t be happier to be in the Motor City and be a part 
of an automotive town. A classic car collector, he owns 1973 and 1975 Chevrolet 
Caprice Classic convertibles, a 1963 Chevrolet impala, and a 1965 super sport 
impala convertible, which he calls his dream car. 

“i’m pumped up to be in detroit,” Mulitalo said. “i love old cars, i love the 
old impalas and Caprice Classics. For some reason, i’m stuck in the ‘60s, but i’m 
from California and there are a lot of low riders and stuff there.” 

As the lions strive for a strong 2008 season, they will need strong performances 
from star players like roy Williams, Calvin Johnson and Jon Kitna to help carry 
the team. A successful year might ultimately depend on quiet performances 
from a guy like edwin Mulitalo, a player who every game seeks to be a consistent 
contributor with little fanfare, but in the end knows what it takes to win both 
on and off the field.  

“edwin’s big, he’s strong and he’s a tough guy. that all makes him a good 
lineman,” Colletto said. “But he’s a real good person. He’s smart, he likes 
to be successful, and he’s been successful in a lot of other things outside of 
football.”
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