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Introduction

Roland would like to take a moment to thank you for purchasing the PMA-5 Personal Music Assistant. The Roland PMA-5 Personal Music Assistant is a portable AC, or battery powered music creation device capable of creating up to 200 songs with full instrumentation. The portable 1lb. 6 oz. PMA-5 allows users to create music virtually anywhere enabling the user to record musical ideas that pop into their heads at any time. Because of its small size a person can carry the PMA-5 on their belt or in a purse. The PMA-5 will interface with various computers to download and upload songs created on the PMA-5. The user can use the PMA-5 as an accompaniment when rehearsing, or performing live. The main features of the PMA-5 consist of a touch panel, an arranger function, a four-track linear sequencer, an ad-lib bar and a computer interface. Wherever the user might be, he or she can count on the PMA-5 to help create and record any musical idea the user can think of. The PMA-5 can be used with headphones, personal stereo systems, and instrument amplifiers.

Please read the user manual to become acquainted with the various functions, and proper use of the PMA-5. We hope you enjoy the PMA-5 and the high quality instrument sounds offered in this new and powerful music creation tool.
Hazard Alerts
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⁭ Do not modify the unit or the AC adaptor.

⁭ Do not allow liquids of any kind (water, drinks, etc.) to penetrate the unit.

⁭ Consult with qualified service personnel before using the PMA-5 in a foreign country.

⁭ Never handle the unit or electrical plugs with wet hands.
⁭ Use only the stylus pen provided to enter data on the touch screen. 
⁭ Never apply strong pressure to the display. 
⁭ Turn off the power and unplug the unit from the wall outlet before cleaning.
⁭ Dispose of batteries in compliance of regulations for the region in which you reside. 
⁭ Use only the PSA series AC adaptor with the PMA-5.

⁭ Always keep the stylus pen out of reach of small children.
Panel Descriptions
[image: image4.wmf]                                                                      On/Off Switch

Basic Operations
[1] 
Get started by plugging in a pair of headphones into the line out jack on the top 
panel, remove the stylus pen located on the right side of the unit then slide the 
power switch located on the top right corner of the PMA-5 to the on position. The 
front display screen will light up, and a Style menu and Song menu will appear 
(refer to the Operation Map on page 7 for a detailed list of functions).
[2] 
Select Style with the included stylus pen on the front display. A list of 
programmable styles will appear on the front display. “P” will appear for the 
Preset Styles and “U” will appear for the User Styles. 
[3] 
Select “P” and choose one of the styles with the stylus pen. Four tracks will 
appear for the different types of instruments which make up the selected style. 
Instruments may be changed using the stylus pen.
[4] 
Push the Start Arrow located on the front panel and the selected style and 
instrument will start to play. The tempo of the style can be changed by selecting 
the tempo arrow and raising or lowering the tempo values with the stylus pen. 
Any of the preset styles you change can be saved in the user section and recalled 
later. Keys and chords can be input with the stylus pen in the style section. Once 
the instruments and styles have been changed then the presets can be chained 
together to create a song. 
 [5] 
Select the Song menu then name the song with the stylus pen in the user section 
located on the front panel display. Song titles can have a total up to 12 
alphanumeric characters in length. 
[6] 
Touch the Store Arrow on the display and the song is saved in the user song 
mode. 
[7] 
To recall the song later on enter the user Song Menus and select the Song Title 
with the stylus pen and the song is ready to play. The PMA-5 can also be 
controlled with an external MIDI keyboard to be used as a sound module for 
keyboardists’ or MIDI guitarists’. The PMA-5 can be controlled by an external 
sequencer for controlling start, stop and tempo changes. The PMA-5 has a mixer 
section which 
allows the user to blend the volumes and levels of the instruments. 
[8] 
Touch the Mix button to call up the Mixer screen in the front display. 
[9] 
Touch the Screen Page Buttons to display the volume, pan, reverb send level, and 
chorus send levels. 
[10] 
Touch the EFX button to call up the effects screens for adding reverb and chorus 
settings for all four tracks in the PMA-5. 

[11] 
Touch the Tempo button to call up the Click/Tempo screen. The tempo can be set 
here. When setting the initial tempo for a song, use the Initial Tempo screen (see 
Operation Map on p.7). When the Sync Mode is set to “ON”, the tempo will 
follow the external MIDI device, and the tempo displays “MID” to indicate the 
PMA-5  is being controlled by the external device. 
[12] 
To set the Click/Metronome level and Click Instrument sound, touch the Click 
button, and choose the instrument and volume of the instrument chosen. There are 
eight different instruments to choose from for the metronome sound, and a 
volume level ranging from 0-127. 

Operation Map

Song Mode
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                                                  Touch this button to return to the original screen.

                                                  Touch one of these buttons to select the parameter.
Style/Utility/Midi Modes
STYLE MODE                 UTILITY MODE             MIDI MODE
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Warranty Information


Roland warranties the PMA-5 for a one year period after purchase. Should the PMA-5 fail within this one year period, Roland will fix or replace the unit at no cost to the purchaser. For more warranty information and the closest warranty repair center visit www.rolandus.com
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