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Abstract

The purpose of this presentation is to inform high school students about the career of a web developer. I decided to pursue a career in the information technology field from having a background and interest in computers several years ago. The presentation explains how businesses are migrating to the internet as an additional source of revenue and advertising. There are graphs included to illustrate salaries and job growth. Technical requirements are covered with examples from a noted source suggesting programming languages and skills needed to perform the task of a web developer. Personal skills such as confidence are covered as well. Certificates and training are briefly covered in the presentation.

Good job here! It takes practice to write a solid Abstract, so keep these helpful guidelines nearby so you can refer to them when needed.  

Typically, an informative abstract answers these questions in about 100-250 words: 

  Why did you do this study or project? 

  What did you do, and how? 

  What did you find? 

  What do your findings mean? 

Some of these informative answers are absent from your writing.
 Proposal 

1-The presentation will cover such subjects as my background, salary projections of the position, benefits, job requirements and certificates, different areas of web development and other areas pertaining to the career of a web developer. 


2-The presentation will list a few of the tools a web developer will use for developing content for clients. The presentation will include a diagram, graphs, a survey, and references relating to different aspects of the career of a web developer. 


3- The presentation will cover the growing field of a web developer and the relationship to personal and business applications. The presentation should also be able to be viewed as a PowerPoint presentation if the conditions and equipment would be available.

The Proposal should cover:

· A short proposal includes the following information:

· What the student proposes to write about

· The student’s background and how it led him or her to pursue this type of career

· Specific career elements the student intends to focus on in the final project (This may include salary, job requirements, physical labor, and other characteristics of the job.)

· The benefits of having this job

I am a little confused with the 1, 2, 3 sequencing, and the title of this writing as your Proposal??

The Web Developer

[image: image1.emf]Web Profile

Graphics

Audio

PowerPoint

Security

Web Links

Photographs

E-Commerce

Web 

Developer


Figure 1.The Web Developer.

Today’s presentation is to inform high school students of the exciting and growing field of the web developer or administrator. I have had an interest in computers since 1987. I
 decided to pursue a career in the information technology field from this early background and interest in computers. Today we will cover some key elements involved with the position of web developer such as salaries, requirements, benefits and opportunities associated with having a career as a Web developer. 


Web developers are responsible for developing content for web sites ranging from business to personal applications. Some of the media content will range from text to multi-media files such as photos, video footage, and animations. Today, businesses are turning to the internet at a growing rate for commerce and trade. Customers are using the internet to purchase products and services. As a result of this demand web developers are becoming more valuable and sought-after by corporations. The profession of a web developer is a growing field of employment with salary and job benefits for the right person interested in a career as a web developer. 


Web developer entry-level salaries average $40,918 with less than one year of

experience and web developers can reach an average of $72,414 after 20 years of

experience according to PayScale, Inc

See accompanying graphs below in figures 2 and 3 for salary indications.

Salary indicator survey graphs for Web Developers according to PayScale, Inc. 

Figure 2. Pay scales for web developers.
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Figure 3.
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Numerous job sites exist for web developers to seek employment. Job sites such as http://www.computerjobs.com and http://www.monsterjobs.com are among several which offer employment opportunities for web developers. Several universities offer degrees in information technology and certificate studies for students to acquire training and skills for the position of web developer with extensive online studies being available for students wishing to pursue distance learning. Information technology is a field which is expanding at a fast rate. In fact, computer jobs hold five out of the top 10 hottest jobs in today’s job market, according to the Kiplinger business forecasts.

                                      Steps to become a web developer

Before starting to work professionally as a web developer, there are some factors and steps an aspiring web developer must consider. 

 1. An aspiring web developer should study with a university program such as, University of Phoenix, to learn the languages and software programs needed to develop content for web sites. The survey results below and the included graph in figure 4 clearly indicate the importance of education and computer skills associated with today’s growing job markets. 

Figure 4.
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2. A web developer should have the creativity and the skills needed to make the website commercially effective. Web developers are expected to work with several computer language tools in order to develop and post content for websites. Microsoft® Office, Java programming languages, HTML programming languages, Macromedia® Flash, Adobe® FrontPage® and Dreamweaver® are a few of the tools a web developer will use for  developing web sites for clients.


3.  Web developers generally have to evaluate companies, as each one is different from the other-in their goals, their offerings, and their target market. After doing so, they have to center the whole project in those elements. 

The web is fast becoming the best way for businesses to become more profitable. This is because the Internet could well be the best means of communication, enabling business owners to reach out economically to their existing and potential clients. Therefore, it would not be a bad idea to try for a career in programming or web development related applications. Because more businesses are becoming aware of this fact, and many companies and organizations are looking for the most effective ways to make sure that their website would be the best to gain the interest of online consumers. One of the ways to do this would be through taking advantage of the services offered by web development specialists or firms. For those people who have the knack for developing and designing, a career as a web developer could be best. Aspiring web developers need to make sure that they are able to incorporate the requirements and the missions of their clients in the design of the website.

Most websites that are created these days are making use of the latest web applications in their site, so as to make their website appear more technically sound and upgraded. Maintaining a standard website helps in creating a better impression upon the customer. Make use of successful technology which can be bettered by adding other functional techniques. Every website must have certain practical solutions ready that will make building the website an easier task. A good web application generally takes a long time to be constructed and to become fully functional. Once the application is ready to be installed in the website, it is important to do a quality check of the website a few days before the application can be installed in the sites. This is an essential step since; even a small mistake can make the website drop from a high search engine height to no where. 


According to Kymin, J (2008) What Kind of Web Developer Are You?, there are three types of web developers.

Content Developers


Content developers write the Web page content, and they may also be graphic artists (for graphical content sites like photo galleries). Content developers have to worry about having good writing skills or drawing or photography skills, good spelling and grammar. 
Web Designers and Web Graphic Artists


Web designers and web graphic artists are the people who make the Web sites look nice. In the three layers of Web design they work on the style and presentation of the pages. These are the people who worry about the position of elements on the page and all the design specifics like color or balance. 

Web Programmers

Finally there are Web programmers. Content developers and Web designers tend to feel HTML is programming, while Java, Perl, and PHP coders do not. Web programmers deal with the third layer of Web development, the interactivity or behavior layer. They build the applications that make the Web pages "work." The most common languages used for Web programming are JavaScript, PHP, Perl, ASP and Java. 

Web development is beneficial to technical people because it allows them to be creative, and it is beneficial to creative people because it allows them to get technical. The list below of technical background is what is recommended to get a job as a Web Developer by Kyrnin, J (2008) Getting a Job as a Web Developer. 
· C programming. C programming helps one to know how the server interacts with one’s programs.

· Basic and Advanced HTML
Chances are, the longer we go in this field, more companies will have the tools to help create HTML.

· Graphics
One should be able to use a good graphics program like Photoshop. Paint Shop Pro is fine, but most corporations do not use it. Developers should also be confident in their ability to put together a graphic.

· Design and Layout
Know basic and advanced design principles, both of the Web and in print. If web developers can lay out a page that looks "cool" people are going to forgive their lack of programming experience. However, remember that what is cool today will be boring tomorrow.
· Great job here!

· Writing
Content is not as important today but web developers should still be able to put a coherent sentence on the page. Use spell checkers, and grammar checkers. Have other people read the work before the site goes live.

· Confidence
The web developer is still a new profession. Put yourself out there and apply for jobs. Check job posting sites regular for any jobs of interest.
Conclusion


In conclusion, the career of a web developer is becoming a highly sought-after position in which salaries and benefits are on the rise. Web developer is a relatively new profession providing a very good living to qualified personnel. Computer jobs are increasing and rank in the top 10 hottest jobs in the marketplace with demand expected to rise during the next few years. Technologies are expanding to increase productivity in the information technology field and new web application programs are being developed to make the job of web developer easier. Businesses are flocking to the internet to command a bigger share of markets realizing the potential of the internet and customer’s needs. Universities are offering training, degrees and certificates for students interested in the field of information technology. This conclusion paragraph is quite long, so I tried to find a spot where it could be broken up.  

The web developer can work with companies and freelance making the employment possibilities vast. Training programs and software programs are being developed for the web developer to expand their knowledge base and skills, and increase the work productivity and efficiency of the web developer. Companies such as Microsoft® and Novell® are offering certification exams to enhance employee value to businesses with additional and specialized certificates. Fields for different styles of web developers to concentrate on can take advantage of a person’s interest or talent to build a promising career. Positive salary prediction and job growth expectancy with computer jobs being listed in the top 10 hottest jobs ensures the career of being a web developer an exciting, evolving and well-paid career for young and non-traditional students. I am interested in learning about Web 2.0 and the programming languages needed for the position of a web developer. In addition I hope to learn more about opportunities for employment in this field.
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	Content and Development  

200 Points
	Points Earned

188/200 (94%)

	
	Additional Comments:

	All key elements of the assignment are covered in a substantive way.

· The paper is 1,750 to 2,100 words in length.

· The student uses one of the topic choices listed.

· A short proposal includes the following information:

· What the student proposes to write about

· The student’s background and how it led him or her to pursue this type of career

· Specific career elements the student intends to focus on in the final project (This may include salary, job requirements, physical labor, and other characteristics of the job.)
· The benefits of having this job
· The paper includes an abstract.

· The paper includes a Microsoft® Visio or ConceptDraw™ diagram.

· The paper includes the results of a survey.

· The paper includes a graphic, such as an image, a diagram, or a screen shot.
· The paper includes a short summary of how the student would present the information if he or she could give a presentation to a live audience.
· The paper includes at least three outside sources, including a Web site, a journal, and a magazine or newspaper.
· The paper includes a set of instructions of the steps to take to get into the career.
	Word count > 1800  

Excellent job here!  All of the required elements are covered and many in a substantive way. (
See the comments I placed throughout your paper.

Great job having the Abstract document, and while you covered some of the criteria contained within this supporting document, there were some elements missing. Keep working with the guidelines I placed in your paper.

Paper clearly address career topic, and does so in a persuasive way.  

	The content is comprehensive, accurate, and persuasive.
	

	The paper develops a central theme or idea, directed toward the appropriate audience.
	

	The paper links theory to relevant examples and uses the vocabulary of the theory correctly.
	

	Major points are stated clearly; are supported by specific details, examples, or analysis; and are organized logically.
	

	The introduction provides sufficient background on the topic and previews major points.
	

	The conclusion is logical, flows from the body of the paper, and reviews the major points.
	

	
	

	Readability and Style  

25 Points
	Points Earned

23/25 (92%)

	
	Additional Comments: 

	Paragraph transitions are present, logical, and maintain the flow throughout the paper.
	Paragraph transitions are present.  Tone is persuasive towards the career choice.  Excellent focus with the research data on the career would and this really helped your persuasive element.  

Nice writing. 

Continue to strive to see that the first sentence in every paragraph tells the reader what that paragraph is about, and then the content supports this lead-off sentence.

	The tone is appropriate to the content and assignment. 
	

	Sentences are complete, clear, and concise.
	

	Sentences are well constructed, with consistently strong, varied sentences.
	

	Sentence transitions are present and maintain the flow of thought.
	

	
	

	Mechanics 

25 Points
	Points Earned

23/25 (92%)

	
	Additional Comments:

	The paper, including the title page, reference page, tables, and appendixes follow APA formatting guidelines.
	Paper followed basic APA guidelines with regards to layout and general formatting.  However, review proper heading levels and APA citation formats for in-text quotes and Figures/illustrations.
The References page was nicely done although the title is not in caps, and the entries are lacking some information.

	Citations of original works within the body of the paper follow APA guidelines.
	

	The paper is laid out with effective use of headings, font styles, and white space.
· The paper includes the use of good spacing and organizational elements as discussed in the text.
	

	Rules of grammar, usage, and punctuation are followed.
	

	Spelling is correct.
	

	
	

	Total 

250 Points
	Points Earned

234/250 (93.6% or A-)

	Overall Comments:
Excellent effort here! What a great way to finish the class.  I know technical writing is new to you, but clearly you worked very hard on this final project. You not only got your final in by the due-date, but if this was your first time compiling this much research information and using visual elements, very nice job.   It takes time to become thorough and accurate with APA citation, but you also demonstrated a keen understanding of the basic layout/formats.  Practice makes perfect with this method of documentation.  


�No first person in the research component.  I am assuming based on the title Web Developer that this is your research portion that provides insight into this career.


�See the WSH page 12 for correct formatting/titling of these illustrations
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