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Emergency Preparedness Localization


Since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, an increased responsibility of protecting citizens during an attack or natural disaster has fallen upon local communities.
    
Michigan has set up several programs at the state, county and local government levels 
to ensure timely aide in disaster situations and avoid problems similar to those that 
occurred in the response to Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.
    
Laurie Hornbeck, the assistant training director for the Michigan State Police 
Emergency Management Division, said Michigan does not have to prepare for disasters of the magnitude which struck the Gulf Coast, but they would evaluate the response and use the information in their programs.
    
“We’re going to learn a lot from Katrina,” Hornbeck said.  “Those things will be 
applied here.”
    
Hornbeck said her department plays an integral role in developing disaster response 
throughout Michigan, but readiness on a community level is by far the most important.
    
“In a big event, people need to be ready, the government cannot be there immediately, 
so we want to ensure the locals can handle the situation,” Hornbeck said.
   
She added that her division trains with locals on a near-daily basis.
    
Gail Novak of Oakland County Emergency Management Services said the initial reaction lies within the local communities, but her department is there to develop ideas and response and provide contractual obligations, if needed.
    
“Part of our planning is individual planning, we tell people to plan for 72 hours 
after a disaster,” Novak said.  “That means have a family preparedness plan, have extra 
food, a full tank of gas.”
    
The increasing responsibility for communities to prepare for potential disasters has 
given rise to many volunteer organizations across the state, including the Community 
Emergency Response Team.
    
Jerry Baum, one of the directors of the Eaton County CERT program, said the role of 
these volunteers is extremely valuable.  He said members of this team are local 
volunteers who have received training in first aid, search and rescue and triage.
    
“They are our eyes and ears out there, because if something happens, we’re going to 
be tied up,” Baum said.
    
Michigan’s Emergency Management Division has helped local communities prepare for disasters by establishing a Web-based application which links 20 state agencies, more 
than 110 local emergency management programs and numerous other police, fire and medical facilities throughout the state.
    
This E Team system has allowed users all over Michigan to enter information on 
emergencies and responses and thus help neighboring communities with their own 
preparation techniques.
   
“Our state is very heavily involved,” Hornbeck said.  “Our system is set up to start 
at the local level, but the state is equipped to help them and their local partners if 
necessary.”
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