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     My educational philosophy is based upon instilling a love of learning in each and every student in the classroom.  I believe the key to accomplishing this is creating student motivation.  The motivation of a student determines whether he or she will work to overcome obstacles he or she may encounter, or if the student will become apathetic and retain very little, regardless of his or her natural ability or aptitude.  Motivation allows students to become personally vested in learning, creating other positive effects as well, such as greater respect of the class as a whole and better behavior.  

     Teachers have a tremendous amount of influence in determining the motivation of their students, and I feel there are several ways a teacher can be effective in improving the student motivation to learn in his or her classroom.

· Use Brain Compatible techniques to maximize learning

· Make learning relevant by connecting it to the lives of students

· Make learning authentic so it can be “experienced” rather than read or heard

· Make learning interesting and involving, allowing students to apply concepts and help to capture the students’ attention

· Utilize a variety of teaching styles to accommodate a diversity of learners

· Utilize a variety of assessments to encourage understanding beyond just simple memorization

· Use lots of visuals and examples to explain complex concepts and help bridge language issues

· Integrate technology into instruction

· Use brain compatible techniques to maximize student learning

     In addition to these techniques, there are several qualities a classroom should possess to make it a place where students are valued and learning is fostered.  Caring, respect and encouragement are all necessary ingredients to making each student fell comfortable and confident in his or her ability to succeed.  Diversity not only needs to be recognized, but celebrated by being integrated into every aspect of the classroom and its instruction.  I feel a classroom should be a place where each and every student in the class feels safe and secure in the fact he or she will be respected by both teacher and classmates alike.   Together, these qualities and techniques can make a classroom a positive one where students are interested, motivated and most of all, successful, in their endeavor to learn.

Chinese proverb:

Tell me, I forget

Show me, I remember

Involve me, I understand
