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WOONSOCKET -- Milk.  
 
To some, it may be nothing more than a perishable household staple, but to this year’s Milk Fund Appeal Chairwoman Nancy Phillips, it’s the 
familiar calcium-rich concoction that does everybody a bit of good. 
 
And all it takes is raising $80,000 in less than four weeks’ time.  
 
"Raising that kind of money in one month is a definitely a challenge, but this is a homegrown charity," she said. "It’s all about helping others. 
It’s what Woonsocket is all about."  
 
A Milk Fund volunteer for the past 13 years, Phillips is no stranger to the inner workings of the fundraising campaign. She has served as bottles 
chairwoman, Rubber Ducky Race co-chairwoman and a member of the Goodfellows. Additionally, she is active in the Blackstone Valley 
Mothers of Twins club, Autumnfest Steering Committee, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital Woonsocket Committee, Stadium Theatre 
Performing Arts Center and the Woonsocket Lions Club. 
 
"The deciding factor for me this year was to celebrate an anniversary," said Phillips. "It has been 10 years since my husband (Robert) chaired the 
Milk Fund as a Jaycee, so I made it my goal to follow suit this year as a Lion. Now we can say we are the only husband-and-wife team to have 
run the Milk Fund," she said proudly.  
 
With nearly $6,000 received in contributions so far, the appeal has already begun to pour in the results. 
 
Assisting Phillips this year will be John R. Dionne, longtime Milk Fund honorary chairman embarking on his 37th appeal this year, as well as 
Norman L’Esperance, former Milk Fund chairman, Ernest "Buddy" DiSpirito, Gary Lapierre, Ruben Costa and, of course, her husband, Robert 
Phillips, former Milk Fund chairman.  
 
Debunking a recent charge that Rhode Islanders are among the fourth stingiest in the country, Phillips defended Woonsocket do-gooders. "I 
think that people in this city are very giving," she said. "Everyone in the community knows about the Milk Fund charity. We give with our 
hearts and souls," she said. 
 
And with escalating gasoline and heating oil prices, Phillips understands this year creates an additional challenge to those who want to give. 
 
"I know it’s going to be more challenging for folks to give this year, but 
 
on the same token, the salaries of low-income families are simply not meeting the demands of those rising costs. As a result, families are left 
choosing between heating and eating," she said. 
 
And Phillips advises there’s no need to get "sour" if you’ve not a lot to give. The 15-year Woonsocket elementary school veteran teacher 
reminds everyone that there is so such thing as a "pint-size" donation. 
 
"When we are collecting in the streets, some people say to me ‘I’m sorry, this is all I’ve got,’ but I tell them, ‘Don’t apologize, really, it’s OK,’" 
she said. "You’d be surprised at how much the change people give from their car ashtrays can add up. I could easily end up with a couple 
hundred dollars at the end of the day," she added. "And we’re that much closer to our goal as a result." 
 
Phillips says supporters, as in past years, can collect donations this year with a milk bottle or by passing a hat at work gatherings and Christmas 
parties. 
 
Already more than 100 Milk Fund bottles mantle the countertops of various businesses in the city and neighboring communities. Phillips says 
no matter what, "every little bit counts." 
 
Since its inception in 1932, the Milk Fund has raised more money than the city has people. Phillips says the fund was started to supply orphaned 
children in the city during the Great Depression with much-needed milk. She added that it all sort of "ballooned" from there and took on a life 
all its own. 
 
Today, Family Resources screens applications for the Milk Fund based upon family need. The applications are processed and those who qualify 



are organized into the following priority groups:  
 
- Children of low-income working families.  
 
- Children of low income, unemployed families.  
 
- Elderly aged 60 and older with health or nutritional needs.  
 
- Families that are supported by a pension or SSI.  
 
- Children of families whose sole support is public aid. 
 
Recipients are then given vouchers at the beginning of each month that they can use to redeem half gallons of milk at the Li’l General Stores on 
Manville Road, Winter Street, Cumberland Hill Road, all in Woonsocket, and on South Main Street in Bellingham.  
 
Celebrating its 74th year, the Milk Fund Appeal officially runs from Dec. 1 through 31.  
 
Donations are being accepted at The Call, 75 Main St.; radio stationWWON, 1 Social St.; and radio station WNRI, 789 Diamond Hill 
Road.Checks can be made payable to: The Milk Fund. 
 
In 2005, according to Dionne, the Milk Fund expects to distribute 46,700 half-gallons of milk. Those eligible for Milk Fund assistance must 
reside in The Call’s coverage area, including Woonsocket, North Smithfield, Cumberland, Lincoln, Burrillville, Glocester and the Massachusetts 
towns of Bellingham, Blackstone, Franklin, Millville and Uxbridge. 
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